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Vicar’s Reflections

Dear friends in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

We have come to the end of another Lenten period. | hope that
our prayers, services and meditations during this period have
helped us to grow spiritually. | pray that we will be able to
experience the joy and hope of the Resurrection throughout the
journey of life.

Resurrection: The celebration of the joy of Salvation:

In Matthew 28: 1-10 we see the importance, the message and
the meaning of the Resurrection.

This portion begins with the announcement of the angel to the
women who had come to see the tomb of Jesus. When the women
set out to convey the angel’'s announcement to the disciples,
the risen Lord meets them on the way.

The Message beyond the announcements:

In the Word of God we read of many announcements regarding
the birth of Jesus. With the resurrection of Christ these
announcements come to an end. The name “Immanuel” or “God
with us” becomes meaningful when Christ becomes visible. The
continuing presence of God with us is the message that is
conveyed to us through the appearance of Christ.

When we read, “Jesus met them”, we must realize that it is to
those who go in search of Christ that He is first revealed. There
Is no doubt that when we seek Jesus in our journey of life He will
reveal Himself to us.

The Christ who met them charges them: “Go and tell”. That is
the Message.

The Joy of being sent:

The instruction to “Go and tell” was first given to two women.
This is very important. These women may have been those who
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shed tears at the suffering of Jesus when His disciples fled and
hid themselves during the last few days. Their joy is doubled
when they see the risen Christ. They cannot keep this news to
themselves. Jesus appoints two women to convey the message
of the Resurrection. What He tells them is that from now on they
must declare, not what they have heard, but what they have
seen.

Dear friends, the Gospel should be, not hearsay, but a personal
experience. It is only then that there will be a passion for
proclaiming the Gospel. As we share the joy of the Resurrection,
may at least one person experience this joy through our lives.

| wish all of you the hope and joy of the Resurrection.
Sumod Achen
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Fourth Death Anniversary

Mr. K. C. Thomas

Kaduvettoor (ID-545)
Charachira, Trivandrum

Inserted By
Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen




In Loving Memory of

Prof. Ninan Koshy
Kalaparampil (ID-227)

01.02.1934 to 04.03.2015

Remembered by:
Loved Ones
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Golden Age Fellowship I

Bi-monthly Worship and General Body Meeting

The next Bi-monthly Worship Service and Get-together will be held on
1st may 2015 at 7.30 AM. Immediately after the Service the General
Body Meeting for 2014-15 will be conducted. Your prayerful presence
is requested.

Mission House at Dhamarachanpally and Education Help
Your prayerful participation and valuable contributions are requested
for this noble cause, which is our Project for this year.
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Almanac

01-04-2015 Evening Worship (Malayalam) 6.00 pm Wednesday

02-04-215 Eucharist: The Remembering Jesus (Maundy Thursday)
3)00WI0S @RELIHo
OT : Exodus 12:1-17 Epistle : 1 Corinthians 11:23-34
Psalm 116 Gospel : Mathew 26:17-30
6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)
7.15a.m. H.E. (English)
6.00 p.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
03-04-2015 Cross : Death of Death (Good Friday)
S)El0 : 2eMODICMOT LWo
OT : Numbers 21:1-9 Epistle : 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Psalm 22 Gospel : Mathew 27:1-56
7.15 a.m. (English)
9.45 a.m. (Malayalam)
1.00 p.m. (Tamil)
05-04-2015 Resurrection : Celebrating the Joy of Salvation
(Easter Sunday)
UG : EOAWINS MEMMIato BRHE LI OH)H
OT : Exodus 14:5-31 Epistle : Colossians 3:1-11
Psalm : 118:14-29 Gospel : Mathew 28:1-10
5.00 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
7.15a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
08-04-2015  H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
10-04-2015 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

12-04-2015 Encounter with the Risen Lord)
1st Sunday after Easter
al)MEJMOIMo 6200 SACMINlOM 6Mm3IAISIe:
OT : Genesis 32:22-32 Epistle : Acts 9:1-18
Psalm: 40 Gospel : John 20:24-29
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. Matins (Malayalam)
7.00 a.m. H.E. at Zion Hall
6.00 p.m. H.E. at Zenana Chapel
15-04-2015 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
17-04-2015 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday
19-04-2015 Identifying Risen Lord in the Work Place
2nd Sunday after Easter
amyleilsemglol puldammeiemq (Slmmzalem olElg0lwis
Ot : Ruth 2:1-8 Epistle : Acts 9:36-43
Psalm: 15 Gospel : John 21:1-14
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
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22-04-2015 H.E. (English) 6.00 pm Wednesday
24-04-2015 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 am Friday
26-04-2015 Community formation around resurrection experience

3rd Sunday after Easter

0uld«len) GrmrRAOMIG M23an M)

OT : Isaiah 25:1-9 Epistle : Acts 4:32-37

Psalm : 126 Gospel : Luke 24:13-35

6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. Matins (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

7.00 a.m. H.E. Zion Hall

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
29-04-2015 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
01-05-2015 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday
03-05-2015 Believing in Christ : The Resurrection

4th Sunday after Easter

Ul : (@lmmynilenas ailwimo

OT : 2 Kings 4:27-37
Psalm : 90

6.15a.m. H.E. (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

Epistle : Acts 26:12-23
Gospel : John 11:17-28

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

| Roster For Reading Lessons I

MALAYALAM

Date First Lesson Second Lesson
05-04-2015 |Mr. M.J. Kuruvilla Mrs. Elizabeth Ammattil
12-04-2015 | Mr. Mohan A. Chandy Mrs. Georgina Mathen
19-04-2015 |Dr. Mohan Mathew Dr. Indumathi Rajkumar
26-04-2015 [Dr. Oommen V. Oommen Mrs. Jessie Mathew
03-05-2015 |Capt. T.M. Punnen Mrs. Jessy John

Date First Lesson Second Lesson
05-04-2015 | Mr. M.V. Daniel Sr. Annamma Mathew
12-04-2015 | Mr. P.J. Daniel Mrs. Jolly Job
19-04-2015 | Mr. George Mathew Vilayil Mrs. Kunjumariamma
26-04-2015 | Mr. C.T. John Mrs. Mable Mathen
03-05-2015 | Mr. John M.M. Mrs. Marykutty Abraham
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K. |. Abraham Saramma Abraham
Died on ; 07-04-2012 Died on : 27-03-2009
For it is my Father's will that all who see his Son and believe in him should
have eternal life. | will raise them up at the last day. John 5:40 (NLT)

Fondly Remembered By : lcy Abraham, Saki Koshy Abraham & Families. Nanthencode, TVM

Almaya Fellowship Picnic to Wagamon




Second Death Anniversary
(30" April 2015)
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Dr. Alex Thomas
Chittalapally
Ambalamukku, Trivandrum (ID 624)

Remembered by: Mrs. Alex Thomas & Dr. Shibu Thomas and Family
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Programme for April

® All Sundays Bible Study (Golden Age Fellowship) -
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) — After After the Intercessory Prayer
the English Service 14t - Tuesday
Prayer Meeting (Almaya Fellowship) - Prison Visit - (Women's Fellowship) - 2
After the Malayalam Service PM
EI'\rAldl Service at Centenary Hall - 4.30 18" - Saturday
Bible Study (Women’s Fellowship) - 3.30
® All Fridays PM
Choir Practice (English) - 5.00 PM 24" . Friday
® All Saturdays Visiting the Sick (Golden Age Fellowship)
Intercessory Prayer (Youth Fellowship) — -9 AM
430 PM _ . 25" - Saturday
Choir Practice (Junior Choir) - 4.30 PM House Visit (Women'’s Fellowship) - 10 AM
Choir Préctlce (Malayalam) - 5.00 PM 28" - Tuesday
® 10" - Friday Prison Visit - (Women's Fellowship) - 2
Intercessory Prayer - 10 AM PM
- Baptism ~

Ayden Mathew Munduparambil S/o Mr. Sumeeth M. Mathew
and Mrs. Vitty Elizabeth Tharakan, “Munduparambil”, Barton
Hill, Trivandrum (ID 326), on 26" Jan 2015 (DOB: 315 Aug 2014)

Johann Justin, S/o Mr. Justin Joseph and Mrs. Bensy Stephen,
“Enchaparayil’, Kanjirampara, Maruthenkuzhy, Trivandrum, on
\_ 9" March 2015 (DOB: 1% Dec 2014) )

Ve

on 3 March 2015

Mr. Richy Walsalam (82)
YMR Junction, Nanthencode, Trivandrum (ID 518)

Prof. Dr. Ninan Koshy (81)
Kalaparambil, 4A Wilcrest Point, Golf Links Road,
Trivandrum (ID 227), on 4" March 2015
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Area Prayer Meetings

Time Area Name ID Phone
05-04-2015 Sunday
4 PM Peroorkada Mr. Sudhir George Verghis 870 2730219
06-04-2015 Monday
5 PM Palayam —Vazhu Mr. Soman John 607 2326640
(Memorial Prayer at Centenary Hall)
09-04-2015 Thursday
5.00 PM Nanthencode Mr. Saki Abraham
(Zion Hall)
11-04-2015 Saturday
5.00 PM PTP - Vattiyoorkavu Mr. Koshy Oommen 1275 9847705961
12-04-2015 Sunday
4 PM Peroorkada Mr. John Kurien 827 2434633
13-04-2015 Monday
5 PM Palayam — Vazhu Mr. Y. Thomas 616 2320296
16-04-2015 Thursday
5.00 PM Nanthencode Mr. K.I. John 563 2318892
17-04-2015 Friday
5PM Pongu -Sreekariam Mrs. AleyammaChandy 1049 2443367
19-04-2015 Sunday
4.30 PM Kesavadasap Mr. Thomas Kurien 154 2543227
5.30 PM Pettah-Manacaud Mr.C.A.Abraham 909 2742727
20-04-2015 Monday
5PM Palayam-Vazhu Mr. Joseph Babu 646 2736373
24-04-2015 Friday
5.30 PM Palayam —Vazhu Mr. T.V.Cherian 636 2323296
26-04-2015 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. K.K.Koshy 829 2432988
4.30 PM Pattom — Plam Dr. Thomas Abraham 711 2559321
5.30 PM Poojappura - Karamana Mr. P.C. Joy 1135 2358877
02-05-2015 Saturday
4.30 PM Peroorkada Mr. Thomas George 871 2733992
03-05-2015 Sunday
4 PM Peroorkada Dr. Shibu Thomas, Ambalamukku 2433598
4.30 PM Kesavadasap Mr. C.T.John 151 2531789
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The Resurrection of Christ — Celebration of Hope

“.... If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and
your faith is in vain”

(1 Corinthians 15: 14)

The word ‘Resurrection’ is mainly used in Christianity. It might be
incomprehensible to all human understanding or reasoning, but it is
undoubtedly the foundation of our Christian faith. For if our Lord had
not risen from the dead two thousand years ago, where or what would
be our condition today?

No other religious leader is known to have conquered death by rising
up again. It is because we have a Risen Lord that we are Christians,
the followers of Christ.

Our preaching will be meaningful, presentable, acceptable and authentic
only when the subject of our preaching is able to instill hope in the
mind of the listener. Through his death and resurrection, Christ has
become the total embodiment of life and hope for all human beings, a
physical entity, typifying an abstraction.

His death on the cross has become the greatest proof of Agape Love.(1
Corinthians 13: 4-8.)This agape love shows us that love without sacrifice
IS empty or transitory.

His death on the cross preaches Life. (John 10:10) The death of Jesus
on the cross and His resurrection has demonstrated that life is possible
through death.

The death of Jesus on the cross preaches new Hope. (Ephesians 2:
13-16) The cross of Christ proclaims the good news that even death is
conquered and humanity is liberated from death to life, from bondage
to freedom, from slavery to son-ship.

St. Ambrose has said, “The world has been redeemed by one man’s
death. Christ need not have died unless he had willed it, yet he did not
think it a shameful death, a thing to be avoided, nor was there any
better way to save us than by his dying. So his death is everyman’s
life.” Thus the cross is the power of God for the Salvation of mankind.

The words of Mary Magdalene in St. John20:18, “| have seenthe Lord..,”
bore the message of resurrection. These words sum up the reasons
for the faith, hope and celebration of the whole of Christianity.

What can be the reasons for this celebration or festivity?
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a) Christ’'s Resurrection brought victory to mankind.Jesus arose a
victor from the dead and all forces of evil. This is celebrated during
every Sunday service.

b) Christ's Resurrection is a promise of New Life. Our life is God’s
gift and no force can destroy it. Through Jesus Christ this life
goes beyond the present time to ‘eternal life. The Resurrection of
Jesus is the guarantee of this promise.

c) Christ’s Resurrection is Good News for the Oppressed and
Suffering. Anew community with firsthand experience was born
on the day of resurrection. They were bold in confessing Jesus
as “crucified, died, risen, who is living and will come again in
glory.” Thus a life in Jesus is a life of worship, total freedom, hope
and peace.

The reality of Jesus’ resurrection instills special hope in those who
claim God’s promise in faith.”"Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by his great mercy he has given us a new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading kept in
heaven for us.” (1 Peter 1: 3, 4). Believers in Christ should press
towards the goal to attain the prize of “the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.”(Philippians 3:14). God invites us his believers to become
joint heirs with his dear Son. That calling fosters a purifying hope in
us, which helps us fight the evil forces.

By the grace of God, Christ tasted death for each one of us.
(Hebrews2:9) and gave himself up as “a ransom for all (1 Timothy 2:6).
We also see that he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not ours
only but also for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). We are thus
assured of the share of hope through the resurrection of Jesus.

How are we to be assured of this hope? The answer to this is found in
the New Testament Book of Acts 17:31: “Because he has fixed a day
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.” So, Jesus’ resurrection is God'’s assurance
to all of us who believe that sin and death no longer reigns over us.
This remarkable, extraordinary, eminent, unusual experience, awaits
allmen. The Bible talks of this assurance in (1 Corinthians 15: 20, 21)
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died. For, since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead, has also come through a human being.”
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God has proved to us, by resurrecting Jesus, that He has absolute
power over death. This resurrection means that God’s wisdom, justice
and inherent goodness will eventually be vindicated. Anew and living
hope flows forth from God’s promises of an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled that never fades away. So those who are alive in Christ
will receive eternal life through faith.

In John 5:28,29 we read, “Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice, and will
come out —those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

In Revelation 21: 1-4: "Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. And | saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, See, the home of God
Is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no
more, for the first things have passed away.”

These promises instill hope in every believer and added to this, our
Lord has taught us in very simple words as in St. John 11:25, “l am the
resurrection and the life.”

Having such strong promises to cling on to the Apostle Peter
encourages every believer as in 1 Peter 3:15: “But in your hearts sanctify
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an account of the hope that is in you. The reality of
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead is the basis of our hope.
The resurrection of Jesus is the announcement of the triumph of Christ.
“Be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”

Mrs. Shoba Sumod

CITY MISSION (SANTHWANAM)
Housing Project for our Gardener, Mr. Roy Daniel, is proposed
to be dedicated at 8.00 AM on 15" April 2015. This is a CSI
MKD Bi-centenary Commemoration Project of Christ Church
Parish.
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The Empty Tomb

There is an empty tomb
Where the crucified body

Of my Lord Jesus was laid,
Perfumed and clothed

By someone who loved him !

Little did he know that our Lord
Would rise up from the dead
And surprise those who killed Him
Bring joy to all who loved Him
And wipe away their tears !

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

On the third day at dawn |
The disciples were astonished |
To find the stone rolled away I
From the entrnace of the tomb I
And the body of Jesus missing ! I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Jesus appeared to them

Many times after resurrection
Showed His nail-pierced hands
Assuring and confirming

What He had told them before !

Jesus ascended into heaven
And sent down the Holy Spirit
As our Counsellor and Friend
Who stays with us all the time
As a comforter and guide !

Mrs. Sosamma Thomas (ID 244)
7/




In Loving Memory of

Mr. Richie Walsalam
Former Choirmaster, Christ Church

“On the Resurrection Morning
Soul and body meet again,
No more sorrow
No more weeping
No more pain”

Remembered by the Christ Church Family
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Contributions

Contributions omitted to be shown in earlier issues:

Parkal Orphange Rs. | AndhraMission
Dr. Y A Ajith 3,000 (Jan) | Mr. AkshayAjith 4,000 (Jan)
Dr. Y A Ajith 3,000 (Feb) | Mr. AkshayAjith 4,000 (Feb)

Members may please note that contributions made in March 2015 will be shown in the May
2015 issue of Tidings, along with the Contributions made in April 2015.




SPARK
Youth Retreat - January 2014
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A Tribute to Professor Dr. Ninan Koshy

WCC tribute to DrNinan Koshy, former executive secretary
and director of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches
on International Affairs, by WCC General Secretary

Rev. Dr. Olav FykseTveit

The World Council of Churches mourns the loss of Prof. Dr. Ninan
Koshy who passed away unexpectedly in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
India on 4 March, shortly after his 81st birthday. Prof. Koshy joined
the WCC staff as Executive Secretary of the Commission of the
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) in July 1974 and served as
its Director from 1981 to 1991. He has left an indelible mark on the
WCC and the wider ecumenical movement with his incisive analyses
of global issues and his theological insights on the churches’
responsibility to witness for truth, justice and peace in a deeply troubled
world.

Dr Koshy was a devoted academic and teacher. He graduated from
St. Berchmans College of the Catholic Archdiocese of Changanassery,
took a Masters in English literature from St. John’s College in Agra
and then taught at Bishop Moore College in Mavelikkara (Kerala).

He became deeply involved in the World Student Christian Federation
(WSCEF), especially among its national movements in Asia. In 1973
he joined the staff of the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield,
Bangalore and served first as its Associate Director and then as
Director-in-Charge. Then - on the recommendation of his mentor M.M.
Thomas — he was invited to join the staff of the CCIA.

In Geneva he assumed responsibility for the programme on
militarization and the armaments race organizing a series of
international ecumenical consultations that broke new ground, for
example in identifying militarization as an underlying cause of war
and conflict. The definition of militarism developed there was
subsequently applied by the United Nations in its Commission on
Human Rights. At a critical moment in the nuclear arms race he
organized, together with Paul Abrecht, Director of the WCC Department
of Church and Society, the Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and
Disarmament held in Amsterdam in 1981, and co-edited its report,
Before It's Too Late. WCC General Secretary Philip Potter reported
its findings directly to the plenary of Second Special Session of the
UN General Assembly on Disarmament (SSDII) in New York in 1982
where they proved to be influential.

He engaged personally in initiatives aimed at peaceful resolution of
conflicts in different parts of the world, meeting with churches,
government and political leaders and reported on them through a series
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of CCIA Background Information that was read in both church and
political circles.

Ninan was a compelling speaker whose astute analyses of international
affairs became high points of meetings of the WCC Central Committee.
Partly in response to them the representatives of the churches tended
to focus more and more on international political concerns during their
meetings. Although serious in his work, Koshy maintained his relaxed
demeanor and his sense of humour.

He was a gifted and prolific writer, in both English and in his mother
tongue, some of the latter products have become classics of
Malayalam literature. His very first book written under M.M. Thomas’s
tutelage in 1968, Caste in the Kerala Churches was even then called
path-breaking and it has been reissued recently with a postscript on
the contemporary situation.

Upon “retirement” from the WCC Prof. Koshy accepted an invitation to
become a Visiting Fellow in the Human Rights Program of the Harvard
Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. His dissertation there,
“The United Nations and the Protection of Human Rights in Internal
Conflicts, A Case Study of the U.N. Security Council Action with regard
to ‘The Civilian Population in Kurdish Populated Areas in Iraq’,” was
published in 1992 and signaled his return to journalism and academia.

Back at home in India he became a fellow of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Delhi, taught at other universities, was granted an honorary
doctorate in theology by Serampore University and was named member
of the Kerala University Senate. He remained devoted to the ecumenical
movement and at the request of the Christian Conference of Asia he
edited the two-volume work, A History of the Ecumenical Movement in
Asia, published in 2004. His written production in books, newspapers,
and periodical journals was prodigious and appeared regularly, and
right up to the day he died he was still writing and at work on new
projects.

The WCC and the world-wide ecumenical movement to which Dr. Koshy
devoted so much of his life mourns his passing.

Itis, however, especially to his beloved and devoted wife Susan and
daughters, Mariam Shiney, Achamma Niney, and Elizabeth, to whom
we offer our most heartfelt condolences and our deep affection. By the
grace of God, Ninan is now reunited with the guardian angel of the
family who departed too soon and has looked over and awaited him
ever since with arms open wide.

In this time of Lent, as we prepare again to celebrate the one God
sent to show us the fullness of life and through the Resurrection of
Christ made manifest the promise of life eternal, we give thanks for
blessing of having Ninan Koshy among us. May he rest in peace.

Rev. Dr Olav FykseTveit (WCC General Secretary)
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Seminar on ‘ Higher Education and Career Planning’

Itis proposed to hold a whole day seminar on ‘ Higher Education
and Career Planning’ by Christu Seva Social Service Centre on
Saturday, 18™ April 2015 from 09.00 am to 05.00 pm at the
Christ Church centenary hall, Inthe morning session, the program
will have a talk on

e Higher Education Scenario — Ms. Lida Jacob IAS ( Retd)
former Principal Secretary, Govt. of Kerala, & Chairperson for
Commission for Education Act.

e Career Opportunities — Mr Mathew Eipe B Tech (IIT), MBA (
[IMC) — Former President Chemicals Division, Godrej Industries
Ltd, Director of Godrej Companies and currently Professor
Strategy Management, Asian School of Business, Trivandrum
Financing Higher Education ( India & Abroad) —— Senior
Bank Official from SBT

e Question & Answer session

Afternoon session:

e Personality Test / Aptitude Test/ Student Participant Profiling
(Conducted By Sri. Mohan Chandy MBA (IIMC) Senior
Management Professional & Sri George Behanan Counselling
Specialist)

e Individual Counselling will be provided for those interested, on a
later date as per request by participants

The fee will be Rs.250/- per participant including lunch. Those
students/parents interested to participate may please register in
the prescribed form. Registration forms are available at Christuseva
counter every Sundays. The last date for Registration is 11" April
2015.

Online registration can be made at csichristchurch.org under news
and events.

Contact persons :

Mr. Soman John, Hon. Secretary - Mob : 9447007700
Mr. K Paul Raj Hon. Jt. Secretary — Mob 9447022463
email: csimkdcscs@gmail.com
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Gibson Chandra Walsalam : Richie - A Tribute

Despite my long association with him, it was only at his
funeral that | learnt that he was christened Gibson Chandra
Walsalam and that his pet name Richie was not an
abbreviation of Richard, as | had wrongly believed, but that
it was his given name.

Around 1960 when Richie came to the Christ Church Choir, my friends
and | came to be thrown around a lot with him, and over the years
there developed a strong bond amongst us that lasted till his demise.
There was something about the man that drew us to him apart from
his musical prowess. He was through and through a gentleman, a
good friend, and he could enjoy a joke as well as the next man.
Music was his world. He was married to music, so to speak, for he
never took a wife. It was music, music all the way for him; music was
his middle name.
He took music so seriously that he never looked for a job other than
teaching music and singing - church music, that is. Monetarily, it
wasn'’t a big deal, but then, he didn’t much care for money. Nor did he
care for publicity. To be known was not his concern. He found his
niche in teaching church music, the music close to his heart, so
much so, that it was for him almost a vocation. He never cared for
games and sports and jokingly used to say that the only exercise he
got was from turning the pages of music books and writing scores -
reams and reams - for the choir.
Come rain or shine, Richie was in time for the choir practices. When
| look back, | am amazed at the tremendous effort he made to teach
and train to perfection the choir for the various services in their seasons,
ranging from Advent through Epiphany to Easter, and for singing during
occasions like weddings and burials, not forgetting the practices for
Praise and Thanksgiving, Guidance and Keeping, and Holy
Communion, to mention but a few.
Richie was broadminded, generous, and above jealousy and pettiness.
He never put on airs or bossed around. He was more than a Choir
Master to us.
Memories of years of association with him come flooding and it is
sufficient to say that we were fortunate: we had the privilege to sing
under, and with him.

‘God sent an angel down

The Church Choirs to train;

But the angels missed him, in their choir,

And asked for him again’

| suppose, Richie is now waiting in the wings, as it were, in the Great
Hall in Heaven, waiting for the Great Conductor to wave to him to join
the Tenors in the Heavenly Choir, to sing with them, for Him.

Prof. C.O. Philip (Pochen)
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RESURRECTION

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the miracle of miracles, the most
wonderful event ever recorded in history. Ever since that event many
people have tried to prove that such a thing never happened. But the
number of people who accept and believe in the Resurrection is
increasing day by day.

Jesus’ life was accompanied by extraordinary signs and wonders.
But He did not perform these wonders to display His supernatural
powers. He ministered mostly to those whom most people would not
even care to notice, such as lepers, beggars, prostitutes, tax collectors,
lunatics, and other such marginalized people. The religious leaders of
His time, the Pharisees and the Sadducees, even portrayed Him as
the friend of sinners and prostitutes. Even one of His own followers
betrayed Him, and the Roman soldiers mocked, slapped, flogged and
whipped Him, subjecting Him to unbelievable torture. After a trial, which
was a mockery of justice, He was sentenced to be crucified, as desired
by the leaders of the Jews, but the man who sentenced Him, the
Roman Governor Pilate, declared in public that he found no fault in
Him.

That fateful Friday morning He was made to carry a heavy cross,
deserted by all His beloved followers, ridiculed, and He hung on the
cross on three nails for six hours, going through intense pain. He
chose to die such a death to fulfill the wish of His Father, and to save
all mankind from eternal death.

It is important to note that Jesus had foretold that He would die such
a death but that the cross would not end His life. He said that he
would rise again on the third day.

After His death and burial in the tomb of one of His secret disciples,
His tomb was guarded by the Roman soldiers, as requested by the
Jewish leaders, to prevent His disciples from later claiming that He
had risen from the grave, as He had foretold.

In spite of all the precautions taken by His enemies, Jesus rose again
on the third day, and there begins our story of the Resurrection!

The religious leaders, who had taken all measures to ensure that
Jesus would never come out of the tomb, were dismayed when they
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learned that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb. They made
desperate efforts to try to prove that the Resurrection story was a
hoax.

Their first attempt was to put forward the “stolen body” accusation,
suggesting that the disciples had staged the disappearance to claim
that Jesus had risen from the dead. But the frightened disciples were
in hiding, and they would never have had the courage to steal the body
from under the noses of the Roman soldiers.

A second explanation was that the disciples were “seeing things” as
they were under severe stress. But the disciples, sometimes as many
as 500 of them at a time, saw the risen Christ on various occasions.

Another argument was that the disciples saw only a ghost. But the
incredulous disciples touched His hands and wounds, and He ate
food with them.

Some argued that it was a case of mistaken identity. But how could
the disciples, who were in close touch with Jesus for three and a half
years, mistake Him after an absence of just two days? They saw
Him, touched Him, ate food with Him and spoke with Him many times
after the Resurrection.

It has been argued that Jesus did not actually die on the cross, but
that He escaped, perhaps using supernatural powers. But the Bible
records that many, perhaps hundreds, witnessed His death on the
Cross.

These arguments are still put forward by people who do not wish to
accept that Jesus is the Messiah. But when we talk about Jesus we
are speaking of One claimed that He is the Son of God, which no one
else has claimed to this day. He lived a life that shook one of the most
powerful civilizations of all times. This He did, not by might or power,
but by transforming the lives of people. He rose from the dead, and
has promised to come again. He is the hope of millions of people
today, even some two thousand years of His life on earth.

Jesus is alive and is coming back to reign. He is the King of kings,
and the Lord of lords. Are we ready to receive Him as our Lord and
Saviour?

K.V.Varghrse, Ampat (ID 1206)
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Directions: X out every box where the answer is 36. The letters in the remaining boxes will spell out an important

The Gift of Easter

These math facts reveal a startling message.

message about who Jesus really is!

30 +6 15x2 | 20+16 6x7 84 - 45
C R T | S
5x6 72-36 | 50-20 9x4 40-4
E O N R L
46-10 | 18+10 | 24+8 | 18+18 | 32+4
M S A E R
15+22 | 72/ 2 8x8 46-10 | 28+8
V Q I O N
18 x 2 40-2 4x9 38 - 36 3x12
C O A R B
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ACROSS

1."And now abide faith, hope, ___, these
three; but the greatest of theseis ____."

4, The city that is the port for Jerusalem, 35
miles away, Jonah set sail for Tarshish from
here

6."lwas when they said to me, 'Let us
go into the house of the Lord."

8. Lots of this on a beach

11. Caesar was their leader

14. Elijah slew 450 prophets of this false god
15. Female judge of Israel

19. A spring to the west of the Dead Seawhere
David hid from Saul

21. Whom Jacob wrestled with at Peniel
22. One of the sons of Ham
23. In Matthew 4, he is seen tempting Christ

26. "So then comes by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God."

28. He was fish food
29. He was known for his great strength

31. This is what Herod did to all the male
babies in Jerusalem after Jesus was born

Drop your answers in the suggestion box
before 22nd April

DOWN

2. Little, Screech and White are types of this Bible bird

3. "And God said to Noah, 'The ___ of all flesh has come
before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them."
4. He was born of a virgin

5. His name was changed to "Israel"

6.A place in the Negev, between Beersheba and Gaza, whose
king wanted to take Sarah as his wife

7.One of agroup of five cities, of which Sodom and Gomorrah
are best-known

9. In the list with frankincense and myrrh

10. Satan's home for all eternity

12. A town near Nazareth where Jesus restored a widow's
son to life

13."Behold, the Lord's _____is not shortened, that it cannot
save."

16. "He hangs the ____on nothing"

17. Book following Amos

18. He was Caesar when Jesus was born

19. Rachel said to Jacob. "Give me children, or ____Idie!"
20. The country east of Babylonia whose capital was Susa
24, "Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his ____
even as far as Sodom."

25. Patmos prisoner

26."And the Lord God caused adeep sleepto_____on Adam."
27.The ___of Moses

29. Red and Dead are each one of these

30. Look up to see this

m AMBATT PRINTERS # 9388542776



Mrs. Persis Joseph

Sheela Cottage,
Palayam (ID No. 607)

“We shall meet on that beautiful shore”

Fondly remembering Amma...

Annie, Mary & Isaac, Molly & Kepha Isaac, Sheela
& Soman John, Shino, Reni, Rachel, Rino.
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