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Vicar’s  Reflections
Dear friends in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

As we enter the final month of this year let us praise and worship God

with thankful hearts. Let us pray that God who has sustained us through

so many experiences in life will continue to uphold us in the days to

come.

As we enter another Christmas season, I wish to share with you some

thoughts based on Matthew 1:18-23. In verse 20 we read as follows:

“…..Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit”.

Joseph was the silent presence in God’s plan of salvation - a Jew of

the family of David. His name means “Let Yahweh increase”. As the

meaning of his name implies, he was a man who accepted the

responsibility that God assigned to him and submitted himself to the

will of God. He is an example for today’s fathers.

What set Joseph apart were three principles of life:

1. A life of integrity: Joseph was a man for whom truth and justice

were the foundations of life. The Bible describes him as “being a just

man”. He was a man who achieved inner strength through prayer and

meditation. It was these qualities that led him to his destiny. In each

moment of our lives we should be able to live as Joseph did.

2. A life of self-restraint: Even when he realized that Mary was with

child before their marriage had been consummated, he tried to fulfill

the demands of the law without abandoning Mary. His mature and

rational response is an example to us for even when it appeared that

the principles of righteous living that he had observed throughout his

life were being questioned, he did not waver. His control over his own

emotions is laudable. Realizing the divine power behind this

extraordinary command, Joseph, without being guided by human

judgment, sought the will of God. Only those who can control their

own emotions and thoughts  can fulfill God’s plan for them. We should

remember that our sudden and impulsive responses based on our

emotions can only lead us into difficulties.
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I¿Ømhn¬ {]nbsc,

\nßƒt°h¿°pw I¿Ømhmb tbip{InkvXphns‚ \maØn¬
Fs‚ kvt\lhμ\w.

Hcp h¿jØns‚ Ahkm\ amkØnte°v \mw {]thin®ncn°bm
Wt√m: 2014 \sΩ hn´p IS∂pt]mIptºmƒ \μn\nd™
lrZbtØmsS ssZhsØ kvXpXn°phm\pw, kvtXm{Xw
sNøphm\pw CSbmIWw. F{Xtbm PohnXm\p`hßfn¬ IqsS \mw
IS∂p t]mbn. \sΩ \ne\n¿Ønb ssZhw XpS¿∂pw IqsS
Ccn°Wta F∂p {]m¿∞n°phm≥ IgnbWw.

ho≠pw Hcp {InkvXpakv Imebfhnte°p \mw {]thin®ncn°bm
Wt√m. hnip≤ aØmbnbpsS kphntijw H∂mw A≤ymbw 18
apX¬ 23 hscbp≈ thZ`mKsØ ASnÿm\am°n Nne Nn¥Iƒ
]¶nSmsa∂p IcpXp∂p. 20˛mw hmIyØn¬ \mw Cßs\
hmbn°p∂p, “....ZmhnZns‚ aI\mb tbtkt^, \ns‚ `mcybmb
adnbsb tN¿ØpsImƒhm≥ i¶nt°≠; Ahfn¬ Dev]mZnXambXv
]cnip≤mflmhn\m¬ BIp∂p”.

ssZhØns‚ c£m]≤Xnbnse \ni_vZ km∂n≤yambncp∂p
tbmtk^nt‚Xv. ZmhoZns‚ IpSpw_Øn¬s∏´ blqZmtKm{X°mc≥.
Cu t]cns‚ A¿∞w, “btlmh h¿≤n∏n°s´” (Let yahweh increase)

F∂mWv. Cu t]cns‚ A¿∞w t]mse Xs∂, ssZhw \¬Ip∂
Db¿®sb B{Kln°bpw, AXn\pth≠n ssZhlnXØn\p
Xs∂Øs∂ ka¿∏n°bpw sNbvX hy‡n Bbncp∂p tbmtk^v.
C∂p≈ ]nXm°∑m¿°p Hcp amXrIm]pcpj≥. tbmtk^ns\
hyXykvX\m°nbXv aq∂p PohnX amXrIIƒ Bbncp∂p.

3. A life of complete surrender: In Matthew 1:24 it is recorded that

“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife”.  Joseph was not

really asleep: he was preparing himself for this commission. As

commanded he named the child “Jesus”.  How faithfully did Joseph

fulfill the task of preparing a Saviour for the world!

Dear friends, let us pray that we will be able to understand the Christmas

season as a commitment in life, and that we may fulfill it through a life

of integrity, maturity and submission to God.

I request the participation of everyone in all our worship services and

programmes during this month.

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas!

Sumod Achen
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1. kXy\njvTamb PohnXw (Life of Integrity)
kXyhpw, \oXnbpw PohnXØns‚ ASnÿm\ambn kzoIcn®

Bƒ Bbncp∂p tbmtk^v. tbmtk^ns\°pdn®p≈ thZ]pkvXI
]cma¿iw, “Ah≥ \oXnam≥ BIsIm≠v”, F∂mWv. {]m¿∞\
sIm≠pw, [ym\w sIm≠pw kz¥am°nb B¥cnI _eØns‚ DSa.
Cu KpWhntijßƒ BWv Hcp \ntbmKØnte°v \bn®Xv.
Pohn°p∂ Hmtcm \nanjhpw tbmtk^ns\t∏mse Pohn°phm≥
IgnbWw.

2 kaNnØXbp≈ PohnXw (Life of self restraint)
hnhmlw ]q¿ØoIcn°s∏Spw apsº adnb K¿`hXnbmsW∂p

Adn™n´pw, adnbsb Dt]£n°msX, \ymb{]amWw \nh¿Ønbm
°phm≥ BWv tbmtk^v {ian®Xv. C∂tbmfw ImØp ]cn]men®
PohnXØns‚ kXy\njvTamb A\p`hßƒ tNmZyw sNøptºmgpw,
kaNnØXtbmSp {]XnIcn® tbmtk^v amXrIbmWv. kz¥w
hnImcßsf \nb{¥n°phm≥ ImWn® a\ v {]iwk\obamWv.
Akm[mcamb Cu Acpf∏mSns‚ ]n∂nse Znhyi‡nsb
Xncn®dn™ tbmtk^v, am\pjoIamb BtemN\bv°v
hnt[bs∏SmsX, ssZhØns‚ CjvSw Bcm™dn™p kz¥w
hnImchnNmcßsf \nb{¥n°phm≥ Ignbp∂h¿°p am{Xta,
ssZh\ntbmKw ]q¿ØoIcn°phm≥ IgnbpIbp≈q. s]s´∂p≈
hnImcßfpsS ASnÿm\Ønep≈ \ΩpsS {]XnIcWßƒ
{]iv\ßfnte°v \sΩ hgn\bn°pw F∂ bmYm¿∞yw \mw
hnkvacn°cpXv.

3 kºq¿Æ ka¿∏WØns‚ PohnXw (Life of Complete Surrender)
hn. aØmbnbpsS kphntijw 1˛mw A≤ymbw 24˛mw hmIyØn¬

tbmtk^v Dd°apW¿∂p, ZqX≥ Iev]n®Xpt]mse adnbsb
tN¿ØpsIm≠v F∂v tcJs∏SpØnbncn°p∂p. tbmtk^v
bYm¿∞Øn¬ DdßpIbmbncp∂n√, Cu \ntbmKØn\mbn
Xs∂Øs∂ Hcp°pIbmbncp∂p. Acpf∏mSpt]mse ss]Xen\v
tbip F∂v t]cn´p. temIØn\v Hcp c£Is\ Hcp°nsbSp°pI
F∂ ZuXyw F{X ]cn]mh\ambn tbmtk^v \n¿Δln®p.
{]nbap≈hsc, Cu {InkvXpakv Imebfhv, PohnXsØ Hcp
\ntbmKambn ImWphm\pw, kXy\njvTbpw, kaNnØXbpw,
ka¿∏Whpap≈ PohnXØneqsS AXns\ \ndth‰phm\pw
XpWbv°Wta F∂p {]m¿∞n°mw.
Cu amksØ F√m Bcm[\Ifnepw, t{]m{KmapIfnepw
F√mhcpsSbpw klIcWw Rm≥ A`y¿∞n°p∂p.

F√mh¿°pw {]Xymi\n¿`camb {InkvXpakv BiwkItfmsS,

kptamZv A®≥
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CSI Christ Church, Thiruvananthapuram

ANNUAL CONVENTION 2015
22, 23 & 24 January (Thursday to Saturday)

Main Speaker

Vicar General (Retd.) Very Rev. Abraham Samuel
(Malankara Marthoma Syrian Church)

Family Seminar
24 January 2015 (9.30 AM to 12.30 PM)

Speaker
Mr. Manu Rusell

Missions India

ALMAYA CONVENTION CHOIR
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A`n\μ\ßƒ !!!
\ΩpsS CShI hnImcn kptamZv kn. sNdnbm≥ A®\pw,

Diocesan Council AwKw {io. kpIp kn. DΩ\pw, almbnShI

FIvknIyq´ohv IΩn‰nbnte°v Xncs™Sp°s∏´ncn°p∂p.

k`bpsS A`n\μ\ßƒ Adnbn°p∂p.

Thalavady Kanjirappallil Thottukadavil Eapen Jacob
Memorial Endowment

\ΩpsS k`mwKßfmb {io. C. tP°_v cmP\pw, {ioaXn.

tacn tP°_pw, aI≥ {io. Cu∏≥ tP°_ns‚ Hm¿Ωbv°mbn 40

e£w cq]bpsS F≥tUmhvsa‚ v, hnhn[ kwLS\IfpsS

Bhiyßƒ°pw, anj≥ {]h¿Ø\ßƒ°pambn 17˛11˛2014 \v

k`bv°v ssIamdn. k`bpsS AIagn™ \μn Adnbn®psIm≈p∂p.

Proficiency Prizes for the year 2014
Xmsg∏dbp∂ hnZym¿∞nIƒ°p 2014 se proficiency prizes

e`n®ncn°p∂p.

1. Miss. Achu Vinod Thomas Std. XII ISE

2. Mr. Abbey Koshy Itty Std. XII CBSE

3. Miss. Sherin Isaac Std. X ICSE

4. Mrs. Sneha Mary Geroge Std. X CBSE

5. Mr. Abhinav Thomas Thomas Std. X CBSE

6. Miss. Sainah Anna Prasad Std. X SSLC

Special Commemerative cover by the Kerala Postal Circle
Xncph\¥]pcw, t^m¿´v tKƒkv anj≥ sslkvIqƒ 150

h¿jw ]q¿ØoIcn®Xnt\mS\p_‘n®v, tIcf t]mÃ¬ k¿°nƒ,

Hcp kvs]jy¬ Ih¿ 14˛11˛2014 \v ]pdØnd°n. t]mÃ¬

Un∏m¿´psa‚ns‚ Cu AwKoImcsØ A`n\μn°p∂p. CXp

k`bv°pw, Zenana Mission \pw Hcp BZchmWv.

]I¬ hoSv
{InkvXp tkhm Nmcn‰_nƒ skmssk‰nbpsS B`napJyØn¬

]I¬ hoSns‚ BZysØ ao‰nwKv 17˛11˛2014 \v skmssk‰n

sI´nSØn¬ \SØs∏´p. 60 hb n\v apIfnep≈ 22 t]¿ Cu

hm¿ØIfpw Ipdn∏pIfpw
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ao‰nwKn¬ ]s¶SpØp. cmhnse 9.30 apX¬ sshIn´v 4.30 hscbp≈

kabØv ]m´v ]cnioe\w, ss__nƒ Iznkv, s{]m^. knknen

tXmwks‚ ktμiw, aZ¿ sXtcksb°pdn®p≈ Hcp sUmIypsa‚dn

F∂nh D≠mbncp∂p. CXpt]mep≈ t{]m{KmapIfpw, `mhnbnepw

{]Xo£n°p∂psh∂ A`n{]mbtØmsS ]s¶SpØh¿ aSßn.

Christmas Carol Rounds
]Xnhpt]mse Cu h¿jhpw Gcnb s{]b¿ {Kq∏v I¨ho\¿

amcpsS t\XrXzØn¬, Itcmƒ du≠vkv \SØphm≥ \n›bn®p.

Choir
Unkw_¿ 7˛mw XobXn \SØs∏Sphm\ncn°p∂ kwbp‡

Bcm[\ at≤y 5 t]sc Izbdn¬ AwKßfmbn {]XnjvTn°p∂Xm

bncn°pw.

Christmas Carol Service
Unkw_¿ 24 \v sshIpt∂cw 6 aWn°v {InkvXpakv Itcmƒ

k¿Δokv \SØs∏Spw. Itcmƒ k¿Δokn\pw Unkw_¿ 25 \v

Cw•ojv Bcm[\ at≤ybpw dh. tUm. h’≥ Xºp ktμiw

\evIpw.

Church Convention
2015 P\phcn 22, 23, 24 XobXnIfn¬ \SØs∏Sp∂ N¿®v

I¨sh≥j\v shcn. dh. F{_lmw kmaph¬ hnImcn P\d¬,

am¿tØma k`, apJy{]kwKI≥ Bbncn°pw. 24 \v Hcp ^manen

skan\mdpw \SØs∏Spw. hniZhnhcßƒ ]n∂oSv Adnbn°p

∂XmWv.
CShI IΩn‰n

2014˛17 se CShI IΩn‰nbpsS BZytbmKw {io. c©p ̂ nen∏ns\

Pastorate Committee sk{I´dnbmbn Xncs™SpØp. A`n\μ\ßƒ.

Hma\ F{_lmw (sk{I´dn)

W E L C O M E !W E L C O M E !W E L C O M E !W E L C O M E !W E L C O M E !
� Holy Communion Services of one hour duration in English are

conducted on Wednesdays at 6.00 PM.

� Convenient for those who are unable, for any reason, to attend
Sunday morning services.

� Those who are employed in Trivandrum, but are away during
weekends will be able to attend the Wednesday evening service.

� Please bring elders who are unable to attend the early Sunday
morning worship.
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Organisations’ Corner

Almaya Fellowship

hm¿jnI I¨h≥j≥ 2014

Cu h¿jsØ I¨h≥j≥ \hw_¿ 14,
15, 16 XobXnIfn¬ ss{IÃv N¿®n¬ h®v
\SØs∏´p. hN\ip{iqj \n¿Δln®Xv dh.
tUm. Un.sP. APnØvIpam¿ A®≥
Bbncp∂p. A\p{Kl{]Zamb  hN\
ip{iqj Bbncp∂p. _lp. CShI hnImcn
dh. kptamZv kn. sNdnbm≥ I¨h≥j≥
DXvLmS\w sNbvXp. dh. kPn sNdnbm≥
amΩ≥ A®s‚bpw a‰p ko\nb¿ A®∑mcp
sSbpw km∂n≤yw A\p{Kl{]Zambncp∂p.
KmbIkwLØns‚ ]m´pIƒ I¨h≥j≥

IqSpX¬ a[ptcmZmØam°n. I¨ho\dmbn {]h¿Øn® {io.
sPbnwkv sNdnbm≥, KmbIkwLØn\v t\XrXzw \¬Inb s{]m^.
tImin Xebv°¬, {io. {^m¶vfn≥ t\m°vkv, {io. amXyp tXmakv
F∂nhtcmSp≈ {]tXyI \μn Adnbn°p∂p. km∂n≤yw sIm≠v
I¨h≥j≥ Hcp hnPbam°nb F√mh¿°pw \μn.

Christ Church Golden Age Fellowship wishes every member a  Christ-
Centered CHRISTMAS and a Christ-Controlled Blessed New Year :
2015
I am happy to inform you that the 1st Bimonthly worship of 2015 will be
held on Friday the 9th January 2015 at 7-30 am.
Let us start our New Year with dedication. Your prayerful presence
will be a blessing.

Golden Age  Fellowship

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the former president and great

Scientist of India, released 109 Scientific books on November

14, 2014 at the Kanakakunnu Palace.  The books were published

by Kerala Bhasha Institute, Trivandrum.

One of the books included “Disease management of Fruits and
Vegetables” written by Prof. Dr. Susan Philip (ID 139) of our

Church.
Congratulations !
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{InkvXptkh Nmcn‰_nƒ skmssk‰n
2014˛2017 h¿jsØ ̀ mchmlnIƒ

{]knU‚ v ˛ dh. kptamZv kn. sNdnbm≥
dh. kPn sNdnbm≥ amΩ≥
(Akn. hnImcn)

sshkv {]knU‚ v ˛ {io. taml≥ F. Nm≠n
sk{I´dn ˛ {io. tkma≥ tPm¨
tPm: sk{I´dn ˛ {io. t]mƒcmPv. sI.
{Sjd¿ ˛ {io.. sPbnwkv sNdnbm≥
Ct‚¿W¬ BUn‰¿ ˛ {io. tXmakv tP°_v

IΩn‰n AwKßƒ

k:{io. sF∏v Ipcphnf, Ipcphnf Fw.sP, kPn kmw tPm¿÷v,
tP°_v tXmakv, tUm. kqk≥ ^nen∏v, kmen Cutim
sNdnbm≥.
s{]m^. sI.hn. tXmakv, tPm¨ Ipcy≥, Hma\ F{_lmw,
tXmakv. F.sP, tim`m kptamZv sIm®Ω (Ex Officio AwKßƒ)

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!

Rev.  Sumod C .  Cher ian    and

Mr. Suku C. Oommen have been

elected to the Diocesan Executive

Committee for the period 2014-17. Our

hearty congratulations!

{InkvXpakv

]pXph’cmiwkIƒ

- TIDINGS Editorial Board
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Almanac
07-12-2014 Thanksgiving for Harvest

3rd Sunday before Christmas and 2nd in Advent
Harvest Festival
BZy^e s]cp∂mƒ
OT : Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Epistle : 2 Corinthians 6:6-15

Psalm 65 Gospel : Luke 21:1-4

7.30 a.m. Combined Service

10-12-2014 H.E. (English) 6.00 pm Wednesday

12-12-2014 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

14-12-2014 Hope of Salvation
2nd Sunday before Christmas
3rd Sunday in Advent
c£bpsS {]Xymi
OT  Zephaniah 3:14-20 Epistle : 2 Peter 3:8-13

Psalm 43 Gospel : Matthew 1:18-23

6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)

9.45 a.m. Matins (Malayalam)

7.00 a.m. H.E. at Zion Hall

6.00 p.m. H.E. at Zenana Chapel

17-12-2014 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

19-12-2014 H.E.  (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

21-12-2014 Rejoice, the Lord is Near
1st Sunday before Christmas
4th Sunday in Advent
B\μn°, I¿Ømhv kaot]
OT : Zechariah 2:6-13 Epistle : 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24

Psalm 50:1-15 Gospel : John 16:16-24

6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

24-12-2014 Christmas Carol Service 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

25-12-2014 Finding Space for the Prince of Peace Thursday

CHRISTMAS DAY
{InkvXpakv kam[m\{]`phn\v CSw Is≠Ø¬
OT : Isaiah 9:2-7 Epistle : Ephesians 1:3-14

Psalm 85:8-13 Gospel : Luke 2:1-14

4.00 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)

5.00 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

7.15 a.m. Matins (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

10
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28-12-2014 Family as God’s Gift
1st Sunday after Christmas
Family Sunday
IpSpw_w ˛ ssZhZm\w
OT : Joshua 24:14-22 Epistle : Ephesians 3:14-21

Psalm : 128 Gospel : Mark 3:31-35

6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. Matins (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

31-12-2014 Come to the Lord with Thanksgiving Wednesday

Year Ending Worship Service
kvtXm{Xm¿∏WtØmsS I¿Ømhns‚ kaot] hcnI
OT : 2 Samuel 6:1-15 Epistle : Colossians 3:12-17

Psalm : 91 Gospel : Luke 17:11-19

11.30 p.m. - Watch Night Service
01-01-2015 Day of the Covenant Thursday

New Year
]pXph’cw ˛ DSºSn Zn\w
OT : Jeremiah 31:31-34 Epistle : 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

Psalm : 145 Gospel : Matthew 14:22-33

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)

04-01-2015 2nd Sunday after Christmas
OT : Isaiah 61:1-4 Epistle : 2 Corinthians 6:3-10

Psalm : 63:1-11 Gospel : Matthew 5:1-12

6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

11

Mr. John Thomas, S/o Mrs. Susy Thomas

(ID No. 649) on 9th November 2014. The Funeral was

at All Saints’ CSI Church, Trichur, on 11th November 2014

Obituary

7th December 2014
Come and Experience Great

Fellowship
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Roster For Reading Lessons

ENGLISH
Date First Lesson Second Lesson

07-12-2014 HARVEST FESTIVAL

14-12-2014 Mr. Samuel Mathew Dr. Valsamma John

21-12-2014 Mr. Saji Sam George Mrs. Daisy Varghese

28-12-2014 Mr. Sudhir George Verghis Mrs. Georgina Mathen

04-01-2015 Mr. Vinod Das Mathew Dr. Indumathi Rajakumar

MALAYALAM
Date First Lesson Second Lesson

07-12-2014 HARVEST FESTIVAL

14-12-2014 Mr. P.J. Daniel Mrs. Mable Mathen

21-12-2014 Mr. George Mathew Vilayil Mrs. Marykutty Abraham

28-12-2014 Mr. C.T. John Mrs. Metty Lalan

04-01-2015 Mr. John M.M. Mrs. Marykutty John

ASWATHY U.M. (Daughter of the Late N. Udayakumar and

Mrs. Mallika Udayakumar) on 14th November 2014 (DOB

28/08/1990)

Baptism

Marriage

PREM VARKEY VARGHESE, S/o Mr. K.V. Varghese and Mrs.

Molly Varghese, Sharon, Peyad, Trivandrum and LEEGY K.
ANTONY, D/o Mr. K.R. Antony and Mrs. Somy V. George,

Kallarackal, Vazhoor P.O., Kottayam, of the Mar Thoma Church,

Vazhoor on 17th November 2014

RENI SIMON S/o Mr. Simon K.S. and Mrs. Lisiamma Simon,

Kudiyattil House, Vivekananda Nagar, Thirumala P.O. Trivandrum

(ID No. 669)  and Dr. AXSA  P. THOMAS, D/o Mr. Thomas and

Mrs. Annamma Thomas, Puthenpurackal, SH Mount P.O.,

Kottayam, on 27th November 2014
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Contributions
From 23/10/2014 to 24/11/2014
Book Col lect ions: October 2014
HOUSING HELP
(Roy Daniel  - Gardener) Rs .
1 Mr. Y. Thomas 1,000
2 Mr. Thomnas Oommen 5,000
3 Pradeep M. Joseph 1,000
FOOD FOR THE NEEDY
1 Mrs. P.M. Mary 3,000
2 Mr. & Mrs. M.Y.Rao 1,000
3 Mr. Thomas Joseph 1,000
4 Dr. Anu Thambu 2,000
5 Derrick Thomas George 5,000
6 Mr. N M Abraham 1,000
7 Dr. Rebekka Thomas 1,000
8 Mr. John Binoy Philip 1,000
9 Adv. P.J.Koshy 400
10 Mr. Cherian George 1,500
11 Mr. George Cherian 1,500
12 Mr. Jacob Koshy 2,000
13 Mr. Roy Mathai 500
14 Mrs. Mary Mathews 2,000
15 A well wisher 100
16 Mrs. Annamma T. George 500
17 Miss Nimmy Rachel Mathew 1,000
18 A Well-wisher 250
19 Mr. Rex David Gama 100
20 Ms. Nisha Thampy Joseph 250
21 Ashwin  & Nevin 1,000
22 Mr. N.M. Abraham 1,000
23 Mr. K.J. George 1,000
24 Mr. Manjith G. J. 1,000
25 Ms. Nirmala Sarah Koshy 1,000
26 Mr. P.C. Varghese 500
27 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
28 Mr. K.K. George 200
29 Mr. S. Koshy George 200
30 Mr. Sajan George 200
31 Mrs. Molly Varghese 2,000
32 Mr. John Eapen 1,000
33 Mr. George Thomas 1,000
Parkal  / Jangedu Mission
1 Palayam Area Prayer 360
2 Mrs. Saramma Kuruvilla 500
3 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
4 Mr. George Thomas 2,000
5 Mr. P.C. Varghese 200
6 Mrs. Molly Varghese 2,000
7 Mr. Biinu Joseph 500
Parkal  Orphanage
1 Dr. Y.A. Ajith 3,000
2 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
Charkar i  Miss ion
1 Mr. Binu Joseph 500

2 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
3 Mr.P.C. Varghese 300
4 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
Mysore  Miss ion
1 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
2 Mr.P.C. Varghese 200
3 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
Andhra Miss ion
1 Mrs. Annie George Varghese 1,000
2 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
3 Ms. Nisha Thampy Joseph 250
4 Mr.P.C. Varghese 300
Pr ison Min is t ry
1 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
Poor Pat ient  Fund
1 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
Malayora Miss ion
1 Mr. John Eapen 1,000
2 Mr.P.C. Varghese 500
Uttaran jal  Miss ion
1 Adv. P.J.Koshy 200
2 Mr.Binu Joseph 500
3 Sr. Annamma T. George 500
Thottapradesh  Mission
1 Mr.Binu Joseph 500
2 Mr. P. Mathew Zachariah 500

Mysore Miss ion
1 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
2 Mr.Binu Joseph 500
3 Mrs.Annamma T. George 500
4 Mr. P.J. Koshy 200
5 Mr. P.C. Varghese 200
Char i t y
1 Adv. P.J. Koshy 200
Church Main tenance
1 Mrs. Mary Thomas 500
2 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 400
Bible Society
1 Adv. P.J. Koshy 1,000
2 Mr. K.E. Thomas 100
3 Mr. Binu Joseph 2,000
4 Mr. V.C. Kurian 100
Vehic le Fund
1 Mr. Abraham Mathew 5,000
Women’s  Fel lowsh ip
1 Mrs. Santha Mary Joseph 500
Thank Offer ing
1 Mr. Philip John Varghese 2,000
2 Mrs. Jasmin Mani                  1,000
Home of  Love
1 Pattom-Plamoodu Area Prayer 520
2 Pattom-Plamoodu Area Prayer 1,000
City Mission Project
1 Mr. Binu Joseph 500
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Area Prayer Meetings
Time Area Name ID Phone

04-12-2014 - Thursday
5.30 PM Kowdiar – Kuravan Mr. C.C.Cheriankunju 253 2437557

9447109200

11-12-2014 - Thursday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Mathew Thomas 811 2434952

9447974952

4.30 PM Nanthancode Mr. Kurian C. Abraham 552 2314155
9446554155

13-12-2014 - Saturday
5 PM Kesavadasapuram Mr.Mathew Kurien 140 2543646

(Memorial Prayer) 9447752627

14-12-2014 - Sunday
4.30 PM Pattom – Plamoodu Mrs. Susan Thomas Koshy - 2540197

9847692832
4.30 PM PTP-Vattiyoorkavu Mr. K.V. Chacko 1005 9048503509

(Near G.V. Raja Sports School, Mylom)

20-12-2014 - Saturday
4.30 PM Kesavadasapuram Mrs. Thankamma George 102 2448868

(Memorial Prayer)

5.00 PM Palayam-Vazhu-Thy Mrs. Anitha Kurien 667 2476209
(D/o the late P.I. Kurien)

21-12-2014 - Sunday
4.30 PM Medical College-Kannam Mr.George Varghese P. 425 2445549
4.30 PM Kesavadasapuram Dr. A.M. Mathew 150 3294418

28-12-2014 - Sunday
4.30 PM Pattom – Plamoodu Mr.Mathew K. Abraham 723 2540197
5 PM Palayam – Vazhuthacadu Mr. D. Alexander 609 2328700

(Memorial Prayer) 9447153530
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I have found THE BOOK
(2 Kings: 22: 8, 2 Chronicles: 34: 15)

These are the words of the high priest Hilkiah during the time of King

Josiah. Josiah became a king at a very young age. He did what was

right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in all the waysas King David

did (2 Kings: 22:2). As the nation was in the grip of idolatry, the King

began to purge Judah and Jerusalem. He chopped down heathen altars

and broke the idols.Then he turned to repair the house of the Lord,

spending a lot of money. The King sent Shaphan, the secretary to

supervise the work and he found the men working faithfully.  That’s

when the high priest reported to Shaphan, “I have found the BOOK of

the law in the house of the Lord (2 Chro: 34:15)”.Shaphan read itand

brought the book to the King. The King heard it being read. He rent his

clothes and was moved to repentance. He gathered elders, prophets,

priest and all the people, young and old. He read the BOOK to all the

people (2 Kings: 23:2).

The book contained the law which the Lord gave to Moses. They all

repented and wept. The King and the people made a covenant to God

agreeing to keep and obey these laws. A great reformation took place

in the nation of Judah. Nothing else could bring that change, which

was brought about by the Book of God’s law. Never in the history of

Judah was there a revival such as the one that happened during King

Josiah’s time. Before long they were taken away into captivity.

Scholars say this book was the original as it was written by Moses.

Copies of the book were rare.

Today we have theBook; The word of God in our hands. May be we

have more than one copy in our homes. It is well respected and kept

in high honour.The Bible has a message for every generation. It contains

the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of

sinners and the blessings of believers.How fortunate we are to have it

in our language! How blessed we are to hear it read at every worship

service. Are we making use of its message?

During the time of King Josiah, the book in the house of the Lord was

already there. It was kept very sacred, but it was hidden away and

neglected. The high priest took notice of it. When he found it, he read



TIDINGS DECEMBER 2014

it, the King heard it and it brought about the tremendous change in

the king and among the people of the nation at that time.

What is the place of this Book in our lives? We may be reading it. We

respect it. Do we take time to listen to what God has to speak to us?

This Book speaks by itself. It is the living word of the living God. The

more it enters us, the more it transforms us. Nothing else can bring

about the transforming difference in us and in our society which the

Bible can! Back to the Bible is the need of the day.

Let us allow ourselves a little more time with the Book,to read it and

meditate on it,and we shall see the great difference that happens in

us and in the society.

Elizabeth Matthew (ID 340)
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����� Al l  Sundays  (excep t  7t h

December)
Sunday School - 8 AM
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) –
After the English Service
Prayer Meeting (Almaya
Fellowship) – After the Malayalam
Service

����� All Fridays
Choir Practice (English) - 5.00 PM

����� All Saturdays
Intercessory Prayer (Youth
Fellowship) – 4.30 PM
Choir Practice (Junior Choir) - 4.30
PM
Choir Practice (Malayalam) - 5.00
PM

Programme for  December

����� 9th - Tuesday
Prison Visit - (Women’s Fellowship)
- 2 PM

����� 12th- Friday
Intercessory Prayer - 10 AM
Bible Study (Golden Age
Fellowship) - After the Intercessory
Prayer

����� 20th- Saturday
Bible Study (Women’s Fellowship) -
3.30 PM

����� 23rd - Tuesday
Prison Visit - (Women’s Fellowship)
- 2 PM

����� 26th- Friday
Visiting the Sick (Golden Age
Fellowship) - 9 AM

����� 27th- Saturday
House Visit (Women’s Fellowship) -
10 AM
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CHRISTMAS - FINDING SPACE FOR THE PRINCE OF PEACE
Christmas signifies the birth of Christ and it is here just around the
corner.It is indeed a time to rejoice because the Lord is here.

The Gospels of Mathew and Luke give details of the birth of Christ.A
lot of drama is associated with the birth of Jesus. In fact,everything
that happened around Christmas 2000 years ago was full of action
and drama: the divine conception of the virgin Mary,in strict Jewish
tradition the turmoil and dilemma it would have caused, the timing of
the Roman census and Joseph and Mary’s forced journey to Bethlehem,
no room at the inn and so settling into the humble abode of a stable,the
shepherds awed by the sudden glory of the angels and being given
the good news, the Magi from afar following a star, trekking across a
desert on a long and arduous journey—all this was great drama, but it
was nothing compared to the dynamic reason why  Jesus was born.It
was part of the great plan of God to save His people from their sins.Jesus
was God’s most profound and priceless gift offered to mankind—a
Saviour so desperately needed by a sinful world. It was also to reconcile
us to God as that is indeed the deepest need of every human being.
Without God’s forgiveness we would remain in our sin and alienated
from His presence. To forgive our sins and restore us into His love and
presence, 2000 years ago in a Bethlehem stable, God gave us the
reason for Christmas.

We all love the Xmas story and every year we revisit this story and
hear the angels singing “peace on earth and goodwill to men”. Everything
about Christ’s birth is exciting but actually we wonder whatever
happened to the “peace on earth and goodwill to men” part? 2000
years later we still live in a terribly violent world and there is anything
but peace on earth and hardly any goodwill among men.Not a day
passes by without our hearing or seeing or experiencing conflict or
destructive events. There is no peace in homes,families,workplaces
or relationships. Evil is at its worst in the world around us and
unimaginable forms of violence are perpetrated. The world has become
a place where people are ruled by money and money power alone,
where no love exists, where brother can cheat brother and only selfish
interests prosper. The good old  family values that  were once regarded
as so important and kept loved ones together are now considered
outdated. The “I” disease has overtaken everyone and now all that
matters is I and Me. Selfishness rules the day. Does it mean that the
angels’song”peace on earth, goodwill to men” when Jesus was born
has no relevance in our time? Or is it because we are not genuinely

17
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interested in peace and goodwill that they are not seen? What is
really happening to us and our world?

Are we putting our trust in wrong things? Have we grown too big,too
soon in our eyes? Do we believe we can do all things by our own
merit? Are we reluctant to trust God fully? Are we apprehensive about
our will clashing with God’s will in our lives? The answer to all this is
a big YES.

Real peace and goodwill will become available to us only when we are
ready to accept the Prince of Peace, Jesus into our hearts and lives.
Jesus’ words in John 14:27,”Peace I leave with you. My peace I give
to you,not as the world gives do I give to you.Let not your heart be
troubled nor let it be afraid”, clearly reveal that true peace and joy
come from knowing Him, loving Him, trusting Him,obeying Him and
abiding in His presence. The peace Christ gives and the peace the
world gives are totally different. The world’s peace is all about
organizations and structures,meetings and discussions and
agreements made by people and leaders whose words and actions
change according to their will and pleasure and hold no validity. Unlike
that external peace, what Jesus, our unchanging sovereign Master,
offers is true peace of the heart.The diagnosis in the Bible is that the
biggest problem we have in our world is not “out there” but “within” our
hearts. Once we understand that we can look for the solution, and the
lasting solution is the peace which Jesus the Prince of Peace gives,
which is from Himself by His indwelling spirit. John 16:33 reads, ”I
have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble” and history has proved that true again and
again. Great philosophers and advisors offer and market new ideas
and ways for peace but nothing seems to work and we still sit in the
darkness of our own wisdom.Today as we face a world full of conflict
and violence,devoid of any joy or peace, let us allow Jesus to be born
in our hearts this Christmas so that we can enjoy the wonderful peace
and goodwill that the angels proclaimed at the birth of our Saviour.
Jesus is the GOOD NEWS for our broken, suffering, violent world and
He and He alone can give us back the peace, joy, cheer and abundant
life that our world has so sadly lost.

This Christmas when Jesus comes, let us not be like the Jews who
did not accept Him or like the innkeeper who had no place for Him in
the inn. Let us sweep out all the clutter of arrogance, disobedience,
selfishness and unforgiveness from our hearts, clean them up
thoroughly and create  the space for Jesus, the true Prince of Peace
to be born.

Mrs. Roshini George  (ID 734)
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AREA PRAYER MEETINGS
“I will extol you, O Lord, for you have lifted me up, and have not let my

foes rejoice over me” (Psalms 30:1)

Greetings to you all in the matchless name of our Lord and Saviour,

Jesus Christ.
At the very outset, we should be greatly thankful to God Almighty for
having given us the facilities, opportunities and urge to conduct Area
Prayer Meetings promptly in various areas of our Parish. While some
Areas are regularly conducting Area Prayer Meetings, some others
are irregular in conducting the meetings. Each Prayer Group Area has
a good number of our members. Despite these favourable factors,
many of us do not pay sufficient attention to the conduct of Area
Prayer Meetings in our houses. In fact, Area Prayer Conveners are
struggling to collect names in time for inclusion in the monthly issue
of Tidings.
God has abundantly blessed us in the past individually, collectively,
socially and financially and continues to bless us in spite of our many
daily failings. Are we offering enough thanks to Him by praising Him in
our prayer meetings? God has bestowed upon us His grace to live
longer in life and to guard us from all perils and temptations . The Area
Prayers we conduct are meant for fellowship in addition to our fellowship
in the Church. Considering our many blessings by way of birthdays,
marriages, anniversaries, financial gains etc., are we not sufficiently
indebted to God to at least praise Him for His glory?
Area Prayers should be attended, as far as possible, by all people
from the Area. There is no need for a special invitation to anyone to
attend Area Prayers. It is an occasion for thanksgiving and to re-affirm
our ardent faith in God, in addition to our affirmation in church.
Finally, it is our sincere wish that the prayer meetings should not be
taken as an occasion to spend much money for refreshments, as a
simple tea with a snack is more than sufficient to express our gratitude.
As we need to finalize the list of Area Prayers before the 20th of each
month, we request all our members to inform the Area Prayer Conveners
before the above date each month if they plan to hold Area Prayers in
their homes. This will facilitate inclusion of their names in our monthly
Tidings newsletter. Thank you all.
May God bless us all.

For Christ Church Committee
Mr. M.M. John (ID 330)

(Co-ordinator, Area Prayer Conveners)
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155th Anniversary of Christ Church (Nostalgia)
A WATCH-NIGHT SERVICE TO REMEMBER

Pitying our woeful lives, the Almighty provides us, now and then, with

breaks – some amusing, some humorous and some downright

hilarious. Comic reliefs, you might say. One such break, while I

remember well, came many years ago when I was a student and

member of the Christ Church choir. Most of the people who feature in

this are no longer with us and they are remembered affectionately

with gratitude, for they enriched lives around them- on way or the

other.

It was the practice in those days- maybe it is so now too- to turn off

the lights in the church during Watch-night services on the stroke of

twelve and play the first two bars of the hymn ‘O God, our help in ages

past’ on the chiming pipes in the belfry which would be then taken up

by the organ accompanying the choir. And a minute later the lights

would be turned on, to welcome the New Year.

(The chiming pipes, as you night know, were four steel tubes of varying

lengths hanging in the belfry each producing a musical note or chime

of its own when struck by a wooden hammer pulled by the rope

attached to it. Plainly put, there were four tubes, four hammers and

four ropes to produce four different notes or chimes. Incidentally, these

chimes were also played as the second bell before Sunday services

too.)

Mr. Samuel, the elderly sexton, was adept at playing the chimes:

pulling the ropes in the right order, with the night force, keeping the

correct time or duration of each note while standing in the darkness of

the belfry during Watch-night services with all the lights switched off.

His was a skill acquired through long practices and years of

experience.

Now, the final choir practice for the year’s Watch-night service was

just over when the choir secretary announced that he, and not

Mr. Samuel, would be playing ‘O God, our help’ on the chimes that
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night. The senior members of the choir raised skeptical eyebrows but

said nothing. The choirmaster looked askance at the secretary but

said nothing. The choir leader, a serious, no-nonsense gentleman,

sat bolt upright, twisted his handlebar mustache and glared at the

secretary, but said nothing. The gentle vicar raised no objection by

saying nothing. We being juniors said nothing, though some of us had

a premonition of impending disaster for we knew the secretary a little

too well.

Close to midnight, the secretary jauntily climbed the iron ladder to the

belfry and on reaching it paused at its door to catch his breath when

suddenly, the lights went out on the stroke of twelve, which was the

cue for playing ‘O God, our help’ on the chiming pipes. With the church

plunged in darkness, everyone was all ears for the chimes but nothing

happened in the belfry and the seconds ticked by, creating suspense.

The Stygian darkness in the belfry was something the secretary had

not reckoned with. He couldn’t see his own palm, let alone the ropes

which were a little deeper in the belfry. An embarrassing hush prevailed

and with every passing second, it grew into a nerve-wrackingly loud

silence. Tension descended on the vicar, the choir master, the choir

leader, the choir, not to mention the congregation.

The secretary perspired profusely in the belfry, desperately trying to

locate the ropes in the heavy darkness. Gone were his earlier gusto

and aplomb and he realized that playing hymns on chiming pipes in

the middle of the night in pitch dark belfries was no cake walk and

certainly not his cup of tea! He wanted to get it over and done with and

frantically groped for the ropes withoutstretched arms in the intense

darkness, when his fingers, by sheer chance, made contact with one

of the dangling ropes, and in his frenzy he gave it a violent tug, following

it up with several hard pulls at the other ropes hanging close by. The

result was that an ear-shattering cacophony erupted from the belfry,

which someone later said was a piece of Chinese classical music!
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The lights came on immediately, much to everyone’s relief and attention

turned to the organ music played by an astonishingly unperturbed

Bawa, the organist, accompanying a visibly shaken choir.

The service soon came to a close and the congregation filed out. The

secretary up in the belfry, after his performance felt enough was enough

and wanting to go home and sleep, started to climb down the ladder,

when to his horror, he saw, in the light of the fluorescent tube above,

the choir leader standing at the foot of the ladder looking up with

murder in his eyes and violently tugging at his handlebar mustache.The

secretary knew trouble when he saw it.

Believing discretion to be the better part of valour, he dived into the

belfry where he fell into a deep sleep from which he awoke around

seven in the morning of the New Year Day. Cautiously inching his way

to the ladder,he was affected by vertigo but found, to his immense

relief, the coast clear with choir leaders sporting handlebar mustaches

and displaying murder in their eyes conspicuous by their absence.

Almost running down the ladder with the ecstasy of relief – in reverse

gear, as a witness said- he stopped midway, hit the ground, picked

himself up, raced limping to his car and made off for home sweet

home. From there he was careful not to venture out except to catch a

train that evening to put as much distance between himself and

Trivandrum as possible.

What caused the fiasco in the belfry was a moot question. Some

believed that it was another manifestation of the secretary’s penchant

for inviting trouble, while yet others maintained that it was a simple

case of inebriation. But both schools of thought were in agreement

that the darkness in the belfry was not to blame.

There was another muddle, later in the same year during the carol

services wherein the secretary figured again. But, that is another story!

Prof. C.O. Philip (CMS College, Kottayam)
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Kid’s zone
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