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Bicentenary greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. The Bicentenary celebrations which were
inaugurated on 13th October 2012 at Alapuzha will come to an end at
the Valedictory function on November 11th to 13th 2016, at Kottayam.
The modern Kerala is indebted to the CMS missionaries who laboured
in Kerala from 1816. Because of the caste system and slavery, the
Kerala society was static and there was no freedom to the lower castes
of people to travel, education, and even to worship God.

The educational activities of the C.M.S. missionaries have their impact
on the social, economic, religious, political, moral and cultural aspects
of life in Kerala. The missionaries made use of education as a powerful
instrument of social reform. They were mainly responsible for reducing
the rigidity of the caste system and mitigating its evils. Owing to
education and the consequent social changes “ Untouchability and
unapproachability” began to vanish from the land. Slavery which existed
in Kerala in all its hideous forms was abolished by the efforts of the
missionaries. Owing to the mounting pressure of the missionaries
over 1,36,000 slaves in Travancore and 40,000 slaves in Cochin were
liberated. The “depressed classes” got freedom of dress and other
social privileges mainly due to the efforts of the missionaries and British
Residents. The spread of Education caused the decline of joint family
system and “marumakkathayam”. The status of women rose in society
and early marriages became unpopular. The missionaries had a share
in spreading western culture in Kerala.

The Missionary activity had its impact on the economic life of the
state. The system of land tenure, inheritance rights, employment
facilities etc-were affected by the activities of the missionaries. The
depressed classes got property rights as well as the right to build
good houses. Technical and industrial education enabled many people
to enter government or other services. The missionary example inspired
many natives to take interest in plantations and the scientific methods
of cultivation.

The missionary activity had its impact on the social life of Kerala. The
modern ideals of democracy and responsible government are the two
major contributions of Western education.  “The Mission Schools’
produced many eminent leaders who in course of time took active
part in the freedom movement. The beginning of the Marthoma Church,



TIDINGS NOVEMBER 2016

�

I¿Ømhn¬ {]nbtc,

tbip{InkvXphns‚ \nkvXpe\maØn¬ Gh¿°pw
ZzniXm_vZn BiwkIƒ t\cp∂p.

2012 HIvtSm_¿ 13˛mw XobXn Be∏pgbn¬ DZvLmS\w sNøs∏´,
kn.Fw.Fkv. anj\dn BKa\Øns‚ ZzniXm_vZn 2016 \hw_¿ 11
apX¬ 13 hsc tIm´bØv h®p \S°p∂ kam]\ BtLmjß
tfmsS ]cyhkm\n°pw. 1816 apX¬ tIcf°cbn¬ tkh\w
A\pjvTn® kn.Fw.Fkv. anj\dnamtcmSv B[p\nI tIcfw ISs∏´n
cn°p∂p. PmXnhyXymkßfmepw, ASnaXz hyhÿnXnIfmepw
\n›eambncp∂ tIcf kaqlØn¬, k©mckzmX{¥yw,
hnZym`ymkw F∂p th≠ ssZhsØ Bcm[n°p∂Xn\p t]mepw
Ah¿Æ P\hn`mKßƒ°v kzmX{¥yap≠mbncp∂n√. hnZym`ymk
Øneq∂nb anj\dnamcpsS {]h¿Ø\w tIcfØnse kmwkvIm
cnI˛cmjv{Sob, [m¿ΩoI˛aX, kmaqly˛kmºØnI afießfn¬
kzm[o\w sNepØn. kmaqly \thm∞m\Øn\v hnZym`ymksØ
Hcp i‡amb Bbp[ambn anj\dnam¿ D]tbmKn®p. PmXn
hyhÿnXnbpsS ImTn\yw Ipdbv°p∂Xn\pw AXns‚ tZmj^e
ßƒ abs∏SpØp∂Xn\pw anj\dnam¿°v Ign™p. hnZym`ymkm\
¥cap≠mb kmaqly ]cnh¿Ø\Øns‚ ^eambn Xo≠epw
sXm´pIqSmbvabpw a¨ad™p. anj\dnamcpsS {ia^eambn
tIcfØn¬ \nehnencp∂ ASnaXzØns‚ _o`’amb F√m
cq]ßfpw X®pSbv°s∏´p. XncphnXmwIqdnse 136,000 ASnaIfpw,

the emphasis on Bible reading and the importance of sermon at the
Church services, the use of Western music and musical instrumental
in the Syrian Churches,  the marriage of the Syrian priests, the proper
education of the clergy and the stress on evangelism etc, were the
important religious changes brought about in the Syrian Church. The
lofty religious ideals of the missionaries and the noble example of
their schools helped to improve the level of morality in this land.

Let us remember and praise God for the remarkable contributions of
the missionaries to  this land and the church, at this time of the
Bicentenary celebrations of the arrival of the C.M.S Missionaries in
Kerala.

With regards and prayers,
Yours in His Service,

C. Y. Thomas Achen
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sIm®nbnse 40,000 ASnaIfpw kzX{¥cm°s∏´p. {_n´ojv
dknU‚pamcpsSbpw anj\dnamcpsSbpw ]cn{iaØm¬ A[xÿnX
h¿§ßƒ°v hkv{Xw [cn°p∂Xn\p≈ kzmX{¥yhpw a‰p kmaqly
AhImißfpw e`yambn. acpa°Ømbhpw Iq´pIpSpw_
hyhÿnXnbpw A[x∏Xn®p. kaqlØn¬ kv{XoIfpsS A¥ v
Db¿Øp∂Xn\pw, ssiihhnhmlw \n¿Øem°∂Xn\pw km[n®p.
]m›mXykwkvImcw tIcfØn¬ {]Ncn°p∂Xn\v anj\dnam¿
hln® ]¶v \ntj[n°m\mhn√.

tIcfØnse kmºØnI cwKØpw anj\dnamcpsS kzm[o\w
ZriyamWv. `qan ssIhimhImiw, ]n≥XpS¿®mhImiw, sXmgn¬
km≤yXIƒ XpSßnbh anj\dn {]h¿Ø\^eambn D≠mbn.
kz¥ambn hoSpIƒ ]Wnbp∂Xn\pw, hkvXp hmßp∂Xn\pap≈
AhImißƒ A[xÿnXh¿§ßƒ°v e`n®p. kzImcy˛
Kh¨sa‚ v k¿ΔokpIfn¬ DtZymKw e`n°p∂Xn\v kmt¶XnI˛
hyhkmbnI hnZym`ymkw klmbIambn. anj\dnamsc A\pIcn®v
imkv{Xob coXnbnep≈ Irjn k{ºZmbw, \mWyhnf tXm´w
F∂nhbn¬ At\I¿°v Xmev]cyap≠mbn.

tIcfØnse kmaqlycwKØpw anj\dn {]h¿Ø\w kzm[o\w
sNepØn. B[p\nI Z¿i\ßfmb P\m[n]Xyw DØchmZnXz
Kh¨sa‚pw F∂o c≠p `cWkwhn[m\ßƒ ]m›mXy
hnZym`ymkØns‚ kw`mh\IfmWv. kzmX{¥ykacØn\p
t\XrXzw \¬Inb {]K¤cmb At\Iw t\Xm°sf  hm¿sØSp
ØXv anj≥ kvIqfpIfmbncp∂p. am¿tØmΩ k`bpsS D¤hw,
thZ]pkvXI hmb\bpsS {]m[m\yw, Bcm[\m at≤ybp≈
{]kwKw, ]m›mXykwKoXw, kwKotXm]IcWßnfpsS D]tbmKw,
]´°mcpsS hnZym`ymkw ˛ ]´°mcpsS hnhmlw, kphntijoIcW
Øn\v im‡oIcWw XpSßnbh kpdnbm\n k`Ifn¬ D≠mb
{][m\s∏´ am‰ßfmbncp∂p. anj\dnamcpsS D∂Xamb Z¿i\
ßfpw AhcpsS kvIqfpIfneqsS e`n® alØmb amXrIIfpw,
Cu \m´nse [m¿ΩoI \nehmcw Db¿Øp∂Xn\v klmbn®p.

tIcfØn¬ kn.Fw.Fkv. anj\dn BKa\Øns‚ ZzniXm_vZn
BtLmj kam]\Øns‚ Cu thfbn¬ k`bv°pw kaqlØn\pw
anj\dnamcneqsS e`n® AXnalØmb kw`mh\Isf Hm¿Øv
ssZhsØ kvacn°mw.

ssZhw \sΩ A\p{Kln°s´.

\nßfpsS kvt\lap≈,
kn.ssh. tXmak®≥



TIDINGS NOVEMBER 2016

k¨tU kvIqƒ Iemtaf
2016 HIvtSm_¿ 8˛mw XobXn tIm´bØv h®v \SØnb CShI

Iemtafbn¬ \ΩpsS k¨tU kvIqfn¬ \n∂pw 13 Ip´nIƒ
]s¶Sp°pIbp≠mbn. Ahcn¬ Xmsg∏dbp∂h¿ kΩm\ßƒ
Icÿam°n.
Group C 1. Amy Elizabeth Jacob (Bible Quiz) II Prize

and Bible Verse) English III Prize
2. Jacob Cherian (Bible Verse) English II Prize

Group D 1. Miriam Cherian (Bible Verse) English III Prize
Group F 1. Joshua George Koshie (Solo Singing) II Prize

]s¶SpØ F√m Ip´nIƒ°pw k`bpsS A\ptamZ\ßƒ
Adnbn°p∂p.

Assistance to Students of Fort Girls Mission High School
\ΩpsS k`, t^m¿´v tKƒkv anj≥ sslkvIqƒ hnZym¿∞n\n

Iƒ°v G¿s∏SpØnbn´p≈ sacn‰v Ahm¿UpIfpw, a‰p kmºØnI
klmbhpw, k`bnse Family Get-together s‚ s]mXpNSßn¬
sh®mbncp∂p CXphsc sImSpØpsIm≠ncp∂Xv. F∂m¬ Cu
h¿jw HIvtSm_¿ 5˛mw XobXn \S∂ kvIqƒ bphPt\m’h
Øns‚ DXvLmS\ NSßn¬ sh®v Ch sImSp°pIbp≠mbn.
]Xns\m∂mw ¢mkn¬ ]Tn°p∂, F√m hnjbßƒ°pw F πkv
e`n® 3 Ip´nIƒ°v, 10,000 cq] hoXap≈ kvtImf¿jn∏ns‚ BZy
KUphmb 5000 cq] \evIn. IqSmsX, Ip´nIƒ°v t]mjImlmcw
e`yam°p∂Xn\mbn, amkwtXmdpw kvIqfn\v sImSpØphcmdp≈
(Pq¨ apX¬ am¿®v hsc) HIvtSm_¿ amkØnse 10,000 cq]bpw
\¬IpIbp≠mbn.

Cu NSßn¬ \ΩpsS CShI hnImcn Rev. C.Y. Thomas
A\p{Kl{]`mjWhpw, {io. sF∏v Ipcphnf (kvIqƒ amt\P¿),
{ioaXn. Hma\ F{_lmw (N¿®v sk{I´dn) F∂nh¿ Biwkm
{]kwKßfpw \SØn. AknÃ‚ v hnImcn Rev. Dn. Alex Abraham Dw
k`mwKßfn¬ Ipd®pt]cpw NSßn¬ kw_‘n®p.

Proficiency Prizes
Cu h¿jsØ Proficiency Prizes˛\v A¿lcmbhcpsS t]cpIƒ

NphsS tN¿°p∂p ˛

Std. X (ICSE) 1. Neeraja Sara Mathew ID M-071

hm¿ØIfpw Ipdn∏pIfpw

�



TIDINGS NOVEMBER 2016

CBSE 1. Anakha Anna Joseph ID A-128

2. Kevin Mathew Tharian ID B-020
3. Irene Susan Jacob ID J-025

Std. XII ( HSC)1. Sneha Mary George ID G-063

ISC 1. Hridya Hanna Idicula ID S-061

CBSE 1. Sherin Issac ID I-009

kΩm\m¿lcmb Ip´nIsf A`n\μn°p∂p. Ch¿°p≈
Iymjv ss{]kpw k¿´n^n°‰pw, \hw_¿ 20˛mw XobXn RmbdmgvN
Cw•ojv, aebmfw Bcm[\Iƒ at≤y hnXcWw sNøp∂XmWv.

Harvest Festival 2016
]Xnhpt]mse Cu h¿jhpw Unkw_¿ BZy RmbdmgvN

4˛mw XobXn Harvest Festival \SØs∏Sp∂XmWv. Mr. Suku C. Oommen,
Mrs. Laila Jacob, Mrs. Mary Mathew, Mr. Mesfin Zachariah Abraham, Mr.
Renju Philip F∂nh¿ I¨ho\¿amcmbn {]h¿Øn°pw. hniZhnhc
ßƒ XpS¿∂p≈ RmbdmgvNIfn¬ t\m´okv hgn Adnbn°p∂XmWv.
F√m k`mP\ßfpsS {]m¿∞\bpw klIcWhpw A`y¿∞n
°p∂p.

Christ Chruch Parsonage II
Fern Hill Bethel˛¬ CShI \ap°v A\phZn® sI´nSØns‚

]p\cp≤mcW ]WnIƒ ]q¿Ønbmbn. \ΩpsS _nj∏v Rt. Rev.
Thomas K. Oommen Xncpta\n, HIvtSm_¿ 30˛mw XobXn sshIpt∂cw
7.30 \v CXv AknÃ‚ v hnImcnbpsS parsonage Bbn {]XnjvTn®p.

Hma\ F{_lmw (sk{I´dn)

Organizations Corner

Golden Age Fellowship

Picnic – The Golden Age Fellowship conducted a one-day picnic at Estuary
Island, Poovar, on Tuesday, 18th October 2016, under the leadership of
our Vicar, C.Y. Thomas Achen and Asst. Vicar, Alex Abraham Achen. A total
of 54 people participated. The programme included a visit to the proposed
Kovalam Port site, a boat ride from the Neyyar Water Lake to the Poovar
Beach and back, Group Songs and Prayers. There were inspiring
messages by C.Y. Thomas Achen.

Bi-centenary Valedictory Meeting at Kottayam on 12th November 2016 –
All Fellowship members are requested to confirm their participation to the
Member Finance, Mr. M.P. Raju, so that  arrangements for the Kottayam
trip can be finalised.

�
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Sunday School

Sunday School Annual Camp : The 2016 Annual Camp was held at Zenana
Fern Hill from 9th October to 11 October with stay. 71 Students and 14
Teachers / Parents attended the Camp. The Camp was inaugurated by
Rev. C Y Thomas.  Mr. Oommen John, Mr.Sujith Kumar, and Mr. Prince
Joseph  from Children Ministry were the leaders for the Camp. The
sessions were based on the theme ”BE TRANSFORMED TO
TRANSFORM” ( Romans 12:2). Campfire and Talent Night were conducted
on 10th. The Dedication Session held on 11th was taken by Rev. C Y
Thomas. 54 students took decisions and gave it in writing to Achen. Grace
from Lord Jesus was there abundantly on the Camp. The camp was a
memorable one for all.
Sunday school Picnic: A picnic-cum-study tour was conducted to
Alappuzha CSI Christ Church on 22nd October. A team of 58 persons (29
Students, 27 Teachers / Parents, Rev. C Y Thomas Achen and Kochamma
) visited the 200 year old Christ Church in Alappuzha town built by Reverend
Thomas Norton, met Rev. Sumod Achen and family, and saw the Norton
Bungalow. There was boating on the Punnamada Lake and visit to
Alappuzha Beach. Rev. C Y Thomas Achen and Rev. Sumod  Cherian
Achen explained the history of Missionary arrival to Kerala and  about the
life and mission of Rev. Thomas Norton.  The Picnic was very much
informative and enjoyable to all who attended.

������	

Mrs. Sulekha Philip (ID No. J-046)
Pine 6A, SFS City Scrapers, PTP Nagar, Trivandrum
Died on 11th October 2016. Buried on 12th October 2016

Mr. K.I. Mathew (ID No. M-064)
Kalathil Alma Bhavan, CNRA 89, Christ Nagar,
Vazhayila, Kudappanakunnu P.O., Trivandrum
Died on 13th October 2016. Buried on 14th October 2016

Mr. K.I. Cherian (ID No. C-017)
Biji Villa, CRRA-E17, Chalakuzhy Road,
Pattom P.O., Trivandrum
Died on 9th October 2016.

Mrs. Liza George (ID No. L-009)
Singapore
Died on 8th September 2016.

Mrs. Susan Isaac (55) (ID No. R-018)
Kollamvarieth, Jawahar Nagar, Trivandrum
Died on 20th October 2016.

�
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02-11-2016 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

04-11-2016 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

06-11-2016 25th Sunday after Pentecost
World Sunday School Day
Be Transformed to Transform
cq]m¥coIcWØn\mbn cq]m¥cs∏´h¿
OT : Judg. 13:1-14 Epistle : Eph. 6:1-4
Psalm 119:9-16 Gospel : Luke 1:57-66
6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

09-11-2016 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

11-11-2016 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

13-11-2016 26th Sunday after Pentecost
Unity Sunday
Vine and Branches
sFIy Rmb¿
OT : Ezek. 37:15-23 Epistle : 1 Cor. 12:12-27
Psalm 133 Gospel : John 15:1-8
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. Matins (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. H.E. at Zenana Chapel

16-11-2016 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

18-11-2016 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

20-11-2016 27th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday for the Girl Child
Affirming the Worth of the Girl Child
s]¨iniphns‚ {]m[m\yw AwKoIcn°pI
OT : Num. 27:1-11 Epistle : Acts. 21:7-14
Psalm 71:1-12 Gospel : Mark 5:35-43
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

23-11-2016 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

25-11-2016 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

27-11-2016 Advent Sunday
Celebrating the Promises of God
ssZhoI hmKvZØßfpsS BtLmjw
OT : 1 Sam. 2:1-10 Epistle : Heb. 11:29-40
Psalm : 66 Gospel : Luke 1:39-45
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ENGLISH
��� ����������� ��	���� ������
06-11-2016 Sunday School Day
13-11-2016 Mr. Mohan A. Chandy Mrs. Georgina Mathen
20-11-2016 Mr. John Kurien Dr. (Mrs.) Indumathi Rajkumar
27-11-2016 Dr. Mohan Mathew Mrs. Jessie Mathew
04-12-2016 Harvest Festival

MALAYALAM
��� ����������� ��	���� ������
06-11-2016 Sunday School Day

13-11-2016 Mr. George Mathew Vilayil Mrs. Kunjumariamma

20-11-2016 Mr. C.T. John Mrs. Molly George

27-11-2016 Mr. M.M. John Mrs. Jyothi Job

04-12-2016 Harvest Festival

6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. Matins (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

30-11-2016 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

02-12-2016 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

04-12-2016 Harvest Festival & Annual Thanksgiving
BZy^e kvtXm{Xm¿∏Ww
OT : Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Epistle : 2 Cor. 9:6-15
Psalm : 65 Gospel : Luke 21:1-4
7.00 a.m. Combined Service

BICENTENARY  THANKSGIVING  AND

159TH CHURCH  DEDICATION  SUNDAY

 A Special Thanksgiving Service to commemorate the 157th

Church Dedication of our church and special Thanksgiving
for the Diocesan Bicentenary celebrations is scheduled on
Sunday the 13th November 2016 during all the services.

Vicar
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� All Sundays
Sunday School - 8 AM
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) –
After the English Service
Prayer Meeting (Almaya
Fellowship) – After the Malayalam
Service
Hindi Service at Centenary Hall –
4.30 PM

� All Fridays (Except 11th November)
Intercessory Prayer - 10 AM

� All Fridays
Choir Practice (English) – 5.00 PM

� All Saturdays
Intercessory Prayer (Youth
Fellowship) -  4.30 P M
Choir Practice (Junior Choir) – 4.30
PM

������		
����� ����
	�
�
Choir Practice (for Carol Service)
– 5.00 P M

� 12th - Saturday
Bi-centenary Valedictory Rally at
Kottayam

� 19th  – Saturday
Revival Meeting - 10 AM
Bible Study (Women’s Fellowship)
– 3.30 PM

� 25th - Friday
Visiting the Sick (Golden Age
Fellowship) – 9 AM

� 26th  - Saturday
House Visit (Women’s Fellowship)
– 10 AM

� 30th – Wednesday
Prison Visit (Women’s Fellowship)
2:30 PM

��
������
���

�����
���� ���� 	��� 	�
� � �����	�� �����
06-11-2016 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. George Kuruvilla G-009 354 2438899
4.30 PM Nanthencode Mrs. Molly Varghese  M-103 203 2314537
4.30 PM Pattom-Plamoo. Mrs. Saramma Philip S-044 295 6051706
6.00 PM Pongu–Sreeka Dr. Cherian Jacob C- 012 435 9495154263

13-11-2016 Sunday
4.00 PM Pattom–Plamoo. Dr. P. George Easow G- 060  409 2571657
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mrs. Daisy John Varghese D-001 321 2433873
4.30 PM Nanthencode Mrs. Alice Thomas A-076 224 2314661

18-11-2016 Friday
4.30 PM Nanthencode Mr. Abraham John A-014 213 2318429

20-11-2016 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Lalan George L-001 344 2433341
4.30 PM Kesavadasa. Mr. John P. John J-089 35 2541390

(Memorial Prayer)
27-11-2016 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Mani Joseph M-008 381 2733209
4.30 PM Kesavadasa Mr. James Cherian J -057  67 2531185
4.30 PM Pattom-Plamoo. Mr. Cherian George C-023 294 2444575
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HARVEST FESTIVAL AND ANNUAL THANKSGIVING
ON 4TH DECEMBER 2016

Dear Parishioners,

Our Harvest Festival and Annual Thanksgiving Service is scheduled
for the first Sunday in December, as in earlier years. The Service is
scheduled to start at 7.00 AM on Sunday, the 4th December 2016
and the entire Christ Church Family is requested to participate and
enjoy the fellowship during the day.
The Christ Church Committee has fixed a target of Rs. 30 Lakhs
as this year’s collections. The amount is to be used for the “Projects
of the Parish” for 2016-17, which were approved by the last Annual
General Body Meeting of the Church. Every earning member of the
congregation is requested to contribute an amount equivalent to at
least the “Tithe for the month of December” as their Annual
Thanksgiving in the special covers provided, and also bring at
least one article as the Harvest Festival offering to the Church.
Breakfast, Lunch and Tea will be provided at concessional rates.
Members are requested to purchase the food coupons on Sunday
13th November and the two succeeding Sundays, and to refrain
from postponing the purchase of coupons to 4th December, as far
as possible. As we have to make arrangements to provide adequate
and good food, all are requested to co-operate and purchase the
coupons early, so that we are able to finalise the quantity of food
required.
 All the Church Organizations are requested to raise funds during
the Harvest Festival by putting up stalls and to give the requirement
for Stalls well in advance. Co-operation of Volunteers to efficiently
arrange the various activities by the Festival Convenors is also
solicited.
The detailed Brochure and Thanksgiving Covers will be distributed
to every earning member of the congregation from 6th November
2016 with the help of our Area Prayer Groups and Church Staff.
We solicit your whole hearted support and fervent prayers in making
this year’s “Harvest Festival and Annual Thanksgiving Service” a
grand success.

Rev. C.Y. Thomas Rev. Dn. Alex Abraham
Vicar Asst. Vicar

Suku C. Oommen, Renju Philip, Laila Jacob, Mary Mathew and
Mesfin Zachariah Abraham - Convenors
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For the Sunday School Children

LET MY LITTLE LIGHT SHINE
May 12, 1820 was a long awaited day in the history of medicine and
health care. A star was born on that day to mark the beginning of a
new understanding about caring for the sick and suffering. The girl
with this unusual dream was Florence Nightingale.

She was born in a wealthy British family with a good social standing
and was a very intelligent and beautiful girl. Her parents had made
good plans for her position in society. But Florence thought differently
and she realized her special calling from God, at the age of seventeen,
to serve humanity.

The hospitals during those days were notorious for the crowded and
unsanitary conditions, lack of proper medicines and drunken nurses
who, through drink, sought relief from the horrible hospital smell. Faced
with this extremely bad situation, Florence took up the most daring
challenge to enter the profession and revamp it from the roots. She
acquired the necessary education and training from Germany. Riches
or comforts did not pull her backwards from her goal. During the Crimean
war (1854-1856), she was the first lady to go and serve in a British
military hospital in Turkey. There, too many soldiers were dying from
their wounds and various diseases, with very little medicines, limited
facilities and unhygienic conditions. Any ordinary girl would have run
away at the sight. But for Florence there was no turning back. Step by
step, she attended to the needs of the patients with meticulous care.
Her night rounds in the hospital with a lamp in her hand near every
bed, earned her the legendary title, “The Lady with the Lamp.” Her
tall, slender, graceful and radiant presence was felt like that of an
angel by the wounded soldiers. She had little support from her co-
workers, some of whom even challenged her authority, even though
she had the Government order. She dedicated unbelievably long and
hard working hours with only two hours of sleep, ignoring her own
health, but saving many lives.

Queen Victoria of England recognized Florence’s services by
presenting a diamond brooch in 1855, with a personal inscription of
admiration and gratitude. She established a nursing school, introduced
important nursing procedures, assisted The Red Cross Society of
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England and continued working to a very old age. King Edward VII
bestowed on her the ‘Order of Merit’ in 1907.
Hard work had almost crippled her by the age of forty, but she continued
working from her bed, preparing lengthy reports and notes, giving
advice, and exerted pressure on the Government for nursing reforms.
She did nothing for fame and always shunned fashionable society and
media.
As a side note to my young readers, let me emphasize the importance
of keeping notes and records of all your work. If Florence Nightingale
had not documented her work properly, nursing reforms would not
have taken place at that time in history. Also, fix your goal and strive
to meet it without fail.
In spite of her health problems, God blessed her with a long life of nine
decades until she was called Home in her sleep on a Saturday afternoon
in August 13, 1910. She lived long enough to see her dreams being
fulfilled. The standards of nursing were diligently reformed by the British
Government. Importance and honour was accorded to the condemned
profession. The lady did not perform any miracles to be canonized as
a saint by the church but her services to humanity have few parallels
in history.
That was a beautiful life with a burning compassion, the flame of which
was never put out. Not everyone can become a Miss Nightingale by
mere good wish. The goal demands extreme dedication, courage,
determination and calling. According to her, faith was not something
to be preached but practiced.
Isaiah prophesied about the coming of Jesus in verse 9:2 -”The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land
of deep darkness a light has dawned”. In the Gospel of John 1:4-5,
Jesus is introduced as the life that brought light to mankind, shining
in the darkness and that the darkness never put it out. The devil dwells
in darkness and wants everyone to remain in darkness . To resist the
devil, we have to reflect the light of Jesus in the dark world of sin.
During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that our light must shine
before people so that they will see the good things that we do and
praise our Heavenly Father (Matthew 5:16). Jesus illustrated this in
the parable of the Good Samaritan. In Paul’s letter to the Philippians
2:15-16, he advises the believers  to shine among the corrupt and
sinful people of the world like stars lighting up the sky, while they offer
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the message of the life in Jesus Christ. Throughout history, several
noble souls have radiated the message of love and sacrifice. In the
recent past, Mother Teresa offered her life as a sacrifice for the poor
and oppressed, orphans and widows, hungry and sick, homeless and
outcast. In every person who needed help, she saw a suffering Jesus.

Even though we may never be able to emulate the noble lives we have
just glimpsed, we all can be messengers of light in our surroundings.
Every act of ours must bring glory to God. Every profession that we
may enter, demands great dedication. The people in governance must
dedicate their full time and energy for the prosperity of the nation and
the needs of the people, without corruption or selfish motives. Engineers
must exert great effort to build the best infrastructure, equipment and
process for the future demands of the country. Doctors must dedicate
themselves as servants of God. Every man must be seen as an image
of God, and by the very act of healing they are glorifying God. (Genesis
1:26-27). Teachers must be good role models in every way since they
have to mould the young minds who have to grow into good citizens
and determine the future of the nation. Even the street cleaner, by
keeping the environment spick and span, has to play a great role in
the general health of the people.

Instead of constantly complaining about the shortcomings of those in
authority and those near and dear to us, let us do our best to make
the world a better place for everyone and thus be good stewards of the
light of the world. Draw wisdom from an old saying: “It is better to light
a candle than curse the darkness”.

Jesus bids us shine with a clear pure light
Like a little candle burning in the night;
In this world of darkness we must shine
You in your small corner and I in mine.

Saki Koshy Abraham (ID S-004)

Amy Anna Dani (ID No. D-003) D/o Dr. Dani Dius and Jyothy
M.G. at Kandachamkulam, Variyath Lane, Thirumala P.O.,
Trivandrum. Baptised on 25th October 2016 (DOB 6th August 2016)
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Be Transformed To Transform
The word transformation most often brings to our mind the transformation
of the ugly pupa to the beautiful butterfly. We do not have a more fitting
transformation to think about. However, we do not realise that we are
fitting candidates for a greater transformation.
Genesis 1:26 says that we are created in the image of God (Then God
said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness...”). However,
we have fallen and lost our image conforming to the ways of this world.
Most of us know that we should change, but we are not able to. We
have habits that we would like to change, but we stick on and cling on
to our habits. Romans 12:2 reminds us “Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”.
Colossians 5:12 commands us “Put to death, therefore, whatever
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry.”
We often forget that God is waiting for us to change. God, like the
father who waits for the prodigal son, waits for us to change and turn
to him. In Revelations 3:20 we read “Here I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in
and eat with that person, and they with me.” The Lord of all Creations
longs for our change and wants to come and be with us, but we wouldn’t
change!
Let us listen to His voice and change. Let us plead along with the
psalmist “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10). If we are willing to change, God
promises to transform us. Ezekiel 18:31 says “Rid yourselves of all
the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new
spirit” and Ezekiel 36:26 says “I will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give
you a heart of flesh.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 promises “Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!” Just like the butterfly that comes out of the pupa, let us get rid
of our past and be transformed as a new creation in Christ.
What would such transformation bring in us? Christ urges in Matthew
16:24 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me”. Then, we would no longer gossip.
We would no longer be jealous. We would no longer try to gather all
attention. We would no longer try to please everyone and adjust to the
whims and fancies of those around us. We would no longer be selfish
and self centred. We would no longer run after this world, but we would
focus on Christ and be conformed to His Cross. The world would no
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longer see us as one among them, but would see us as someone
different. Then we would be able to bring about a transformation in
those around us as well conforming to the teaching of Christ in Matthew
5:16 “let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Life of Apostle Paul tells us of such a transformation. He was
transformed from a religious fanatic to an ardent soldier for Christ.
Once he was conformed to this world. In his own words that we find in
Acts 26 we read “that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion,
living as a Pharisee... I too was convinced that I ought to do all that
was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is
just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put
many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death,
I cast my vote against them. Many a time I went from one synagogue
to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to
blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even
hunted them down in foreign cities.”
He was then transformed and became a reason for the transformation
of many. In Philippians 3:7-12 we find this “But whatever were gains to
me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on
the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of
his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him
in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the
dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived
at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus
took hold of me.”
In the more recent past, the life of the CMS missionaries, who came
all the way from their homeland to our tiny state, show the depth of
their transformation. Most of those missionaries spent their entire life
to share and shine the light of the Lord on us. Their transformation
could be compared to the transformation of a candle, which burns
itself down giving us light. During this time, when we celebrate the
arrival of the CMS missionaries, let us make sure that our lives are
focused on Christ and we shine the light of Christ. Let us stop living
conforming to this world, but let us “press on to take hold of that for
which Christ Jesus took hold of us” Let us be transformed to transform.

Vinod Thomas (ID V-036)
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THE FIG TREE IN THE VINEYARD
And He (Jesus) told this parable: A man had a fig tree planted in
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit in it, but did not find
any. ( Luke 13:6)

Fig trees are very common in Palestine. But a fig tree in a vineyard is
rare! Grapevines grow in vineyards whereas Fig trees are often found
in open places or on road sides. It is a useful fruit tree. While returning
from Bethany the next day after the triumphal entry, Jesus sought a
fruit in a fig tree as he was hungry.  Maybe it was a tree by the wayside.
The tree was rich in foliage, but no fruit. In the gospel of Luke we read
of Zacchaeus, the tax collector, climbing on a Sycamore tree, which
is another name for the fig tree, found in the lowland of Judah. That
tree too was on the roadside.

The Prophet Isaiah gives the picture of a well-attended vineyard (Is.
5). It was on a fertile hill. The land was dug deep, cleared of stones
and choicest vines were planted. Isaiah also gives the description of
another vineyard (Is.27). It is a pleasant vineyard of the Lord. The Lord
Himself is its keeper. Every moment it is watered. Night and day the
Lord guards it. Thorns and briers are gathered and burned. In both
these cases the vineyards are painstakingly kept and pleasantly
enjoyed.

The fig tree mentioned in the parable is one which gets the opportunity
to be planted in this kind of a vineyard. It is enjoying all the privileges
provided for the vines. It gets more attention than an average fig tree.
To the world around, the tree is very attractive, is rich with foliage.  But
when the Master comes and looks for the timely yield, He does not
see any fruit. Really sad!

The fig tree planted in the vineyard is a true picture of our life on earth.
How much blessings do we enjoy? Blessings that are denied to many
are given to us. A rich Christian heritage, Church and institutions to
give us correct guidance, strong believing parents and elders to nurture
us in the knowledge of Christ. While there are millions on earth who
have never   heard even the name JESUS, week after week we attend
worship services and the Word of God is preached unto us day in and
day out. Is it not right for the Master to expect an abundant yield?
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When we see the nature around us we realise the universe responding
to the touch of the Creator. Heavens declare the glory of God! The
firmament proclaims His handiwork! We are the handwork of our
Heavenly Father. Everything required for human existence was created
before any human being ever came into existence. Adam and Eve
were set in a rich garden. We are abundantly blessed to have such a
caring Heavenly Father. How often He must have passed by us (me)
seeking for the timely yield! Could I bring joy to His heart by living up
to His expectation, bearing the fruits of the Spirit? Would He have ever
thought of cutting me down, as there is no yield? In His words, why
should it use up the ground? (Lk.13.7)

I am satisfied, I am satisfied,
I am satisfied with Jesus
But the question comes to me, as I think of Calvary!
Is my Master satisfied with me?

Mrs. Elizabeth Mathew, Malloothra (ID No. M-076)
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TIDINGS NOVEMBER 2016
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01 A S John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-126

Titus Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) T-070
04 John Philip (  Mr &  Dr  ) J-113

John Jacob Eapen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-086
Kurian C Abraham (  Mr &  Mrs  ) K-028

05 Thomas Samuel P (  Mr &  Mrs  ) T-060
Kiran Jacob Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) K-007

06 M P Raju (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-019
Dinesh M Mani (  Mr &  Mrs  ) D-028

08 Lalji Daniel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) L-002
10 Abraham George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-022

Abraham  John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-007
Sushil Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-124
Subin Thomas (  Dr &  Mrs  ) S-090

11 Varghese Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-003
Jacob Mammen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-031
P Ajit George (  Mr &  Dr  ) A-047

12 N  M Abraham (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-009
13 Paul Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-006
14 George M Chandy (  Dr &  Dr  ) G-039

Gijo  Chandy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-080
Thomas Stephen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) T-063
Anoop T Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-119

15 Joshy Oommen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-170
16 Rajan P Eapen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-008

Jacob John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-022
Abraham Suresh Thomas (  Cdr &  Mrs  ) A-024

17 M K Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-018
Prem Varkey Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-039

18 George Daniel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-010
Raji Thomas Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-016
John P Samuel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-092

19 Binu Kurien (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-042
Ajay Mathews Cheriyan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-134

20 Reji V Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-036
E Jobi (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-081

21 Joseph P Isaac (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-154
Lalan George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) L-001
George Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-026
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22 Roy Matthew Jacob (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-068
Stephen James Cumberlan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-135

23 Jacob Samuel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-041
Girish Philip Punnen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-083
Jibu Philip Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-071

24 John M J (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-087
K V Kurien (  Dr &  Mrs  ) K-034
Baby E I (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-002
Rakesh Jayaprakash (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-021

25 C A Pothen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-029
Vinod Kumar  E (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-034

26 T George Behanan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-049
George Joseph (  Rev Dr &  Mrs  ) G-022
Deepak Jacob Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) D-020

27 Chase John Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) C-008
Mammen Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-004
M K  Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-082
Varkey John E (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-021
Reni Simon (  Mr &  Dr  ) R-071

28 Suresh E (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-118
Benjamin Philip (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-016
M Y Rao (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-023
Pradeep Soundararajan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-044
Roy Simon (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-058
Cheriyan George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) C-023
Binu N Sam (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-039

29 Reji Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-034
A J Jacob (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-026
Mammen V Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-003
Saju  George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-012
Eapen T Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) E-002

30 George D Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-030
Shaji Kuruvilla Itty (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-052
Joju P M (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-139

4th December 2016

Come and Experience
Great Fellowship
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