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Vicar’'s Reflections

Warm greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ!

The Lenten season commences with Ash Wednesday. Lent is the
time of self-examination and spiritual renewal. The Prophet Jeremiah
admonishes the people of God to mourn for the disaster that has
fallen upon them. The Lord says, “send for the mourners, begin your
crying.... Let the tears flow from your eyes..... Teach your daughters
to wall .... for death has crept in through your windows into your
homes.” (Jeremiah 9:17-21) The wages of sin is death, and it was
because of their enormous sins that the Israelites were defeated and
punished by God. The people should really repent so that God in His
mercy may forgive their sins. Real repentance and coming closer to
God are the pre-requisites for deliverance.

St. Paul, in his final advice to the Galatian Church, emphasises the
importance of clinging to the cross rather than depending upon one’s
own work to receive forgiveness. For Paul, neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision is anything ; but a new creation is everything.
(Galatians 6:15)The Lenten season reminds us once again that the
cross of Christ alone can save us from our sins. Here St. Paul asserts
that “I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Galatians 6:14) The understanding of the cross should lead
us to the foot of the cross and cast all our burdens there.

While foretelling about His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus reminds
His disciples that without the cross, there is no crown. True discipleship
involves the path of the cross. He says, “if any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross, and follow
me”. (Matthew 16:24)Self-discipline and repentance leads us to the
cross. He invites us to look at Him more clearly and love Him more
dearly and follow Him more closely. The Lenten season calls us for a
total change. A contrite heart is the need of the hour.

May the good Lord help us to have an introspection during these days
of penitence.

God bless us,
Yours lovingly,

C Y Thomas Achen
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Payment of Annual Membership during 2016-17

Members of the Congregation are requested to ensure
that Membership Subscription is paid for all the adults
(above the age of 21 years, as per MKD Constitution) in
the family.

After marriage, the wife automatically becomes a member of
our congregation.

Those who maintain Dual Membership should notify in
writing as to their choice of Parish for participating in the
Church Election during 2017-18

LENTEN SERVICES

As in earlier years, there will be no English Holy Communion
Services on Wednesdays at 6.00 PM during the Lenten period
starting from 1st March 2017 (Ash Wednesday) to 12th April
2017 (Wednesday of the Holy Week). Lenten Services in
Malayalam will be conducted on all Wednesdays at 6.00 PM
from 1st March 2017 to 12th April 2017.
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Organizations Corner
Golden Age Fellowship I

The Lenten Retreat will be held on Saturday 15t April 2017 from 9.00
AM to 1.00 PM. Rev. Jacob Daniel, Vicar, CSI Church, Punnakadu,
will be the speaker. Kindly register your name early to enable us to
make necessary arrangements.

The Makkulam Church Building Project work is in progress. We
earnestly request you to kindly pray and contribute generously for
this noble cause.

SUPERANNUATION OF STAFF — MR. K.C. THOMAS

Dear Parishioners,

As you are aware our senior most staff member, Mr. K.C. Thomas,
has not been keeping well for some time, and is presently too weak to
carry out his duties. Mr. K.C. Thomas has been very sincere and
devoted in his duties and has served the Church and the members of
the Congregation to the best of his abilities with love and affection to
all. Owing to his age and deteriorating health condition, he has
requested, vide his letter dated 8™ February 2017, for relinquishment
of duties with immediate effect. Accordingly, the Christ Church
Committee, in its meeting on 11" February 2017 decided to allow
superannuation and granted extraordinary leave on medical grounds
till 315 March 2017. The Service Gratuity and Contributory Provident
Fund as per rules, along with the proceeds of the “K C Thomas
Superannuation Fund” to be mobilised from members of the
Congregation till 31 March 2017, will be given on the date of retirement,
in a farewell meeting, in acknowledgment of service rendered during
29 years of service to the Church.

Members of the Congregation are again requested to contribute
generously to the “K.C. Thomas Superannuation Fund” during March
2017.

Church Wardens
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05-03-2017 6™ Sunday before Easter

1st Sunday in Lent

Women’s Sunday

mmen - @lnolw ©3KBHWENIW ERElUHeMmAO

OT : Joel 2:28-33 Epistle : Romans 16:1-13

Psalm: 45 Gospel : Luke 10:38-42

6.15a.m. H.E. (Tamil)

7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)

9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)

6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
08-03-2017 Lenten Devotion (Malayalam) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
10-03-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

12-03-2017 5™ Sunday before Easter
2" Sunday in Lent
The Forgiving Christ
SAAONIM (SIM®]
OT : Gen. 4:8-16 Epistle : Rom. 5:6-11
Psalm: 25 Gospel : Mark 2:1-12
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. Matins (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. H.E. at Zenana Chapel

15-03-2017 Lenten Devotion (Malayalam) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
17-03-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

19-03-2017 4" Sunday before Easter
3 Sunday in Lent
The Accepting Christ
ml&elenm (Slmm]
OT : Hosea. 2:14-23 Epistle : Philemon 1-21
Psalm : 87 Gospel : Mathew 15:21-28
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

22-03-2017  Lenten Devotion (Malayalam) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
24-03-2017  H.E.(Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

26-03-2017 3™ Sunday before Easter
4™ Sunday in Lent
Young Family Sunday
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The Liberating Christ
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OT : Exod. 3:1-13 Epistle : Galatians 5:1-12
Psalm : 82 Gospel : Luke 13:10-17
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
29-03-2017  Lenten Devotion (Malayalam) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
31-03-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday
02-04-2016 2" Sunday before Easter
5% Sunday in Lent
Passion Sunday
Cross and the Restoring Christ
(&3®30 LOIMOIMOLSIOMIM (SN0
OT : Job. 42:10-17 Epistle : Ephesians 2:1-10
Psalm : 126 Gospel : Mark 10:46-52
6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)
7.15a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
05-04-2017  Lenten Devotion (Malayalam) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
07-04-2017  H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

Roster For Reading Lessons

|Roster For Reading Lessons |
| ENGLISH |

ENGLISH

Date First Lesson Second Lesson
05-03-2017 Women’s Sunday

12-03-2017 | Mr. George John Prof. Annie Thomas
19-03-2017 | Mr. George Koshie Mrs. Babitha Sara Philip
26-03-2017 Young Family Sunday

02-04-2017| Mr. P.G. George Mrs. Daisy Varghese

MALAYALAM

Date First Lesson | Second Lesson
05-03-2017 Women’s Sunday
12-03-2017| Mr. P.J. Daniel Mrs. Metty Lalan
19-03-2017| Mr. Eipe Kuruvilla Mrs. Molly George
26-03-2017 Young Family Sunday
02-04-2017| Mr. George Mathew Vilayil | Mrs. Jyothi Job
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Programme for March

® All Sundays Choir Practice (Malayalam) -
Sunday School 8 AM 5-0hO PM
s
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) — ® 10" Friday

Bible Study (Golden Age

After the English Service Fellowship) — After the
Prayer Meeting (Almaya Intercessory Prayer
Fellowship) — After the Malayalam ® 11" Saturday
Service Revival Meeting - 10 AM
Hindi Service at Centenary Hall — ® 18" — Saturday
4.30 PM Bible Study (Women'’s Fellowship)
e All Fridays ~3:30PM
y ® 24" Friday
Intercessory Prayer - 10 AM Visiting the Sick (Golden Age
Choir Practice (English) — 5.00 PM Fellowship) — 9 AM
® All Saturdays ® 25" Saturday

House Visit (Women’s Fellowship)
- 10 AM

® 28" - Tuesday
Prison Visit (Women'’s Fellowship)

4.30 PM 2 30 PM

Intercessory Prayer (Youth
Fellowship) - 4.30 P M
Choir Practice (Junior Choir) -

BREAKFAST ARRANGEMENT ON SUNDAYS
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Area Prayer Meetings

Time Area Name New ID Page No. Phone
05-03-2017 - Sunday

4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. John Kurien J-117 351 2434633
4.00PM Pongu-Sreeka Dr. N.O. Varghese V-006 446 2595697

11-03-2017 - Saturday
4.30PM Nanthencode Mrs. Thankamma George T-005 216 2313845
12-03-2017 - Sunday

4.00PM Med. Coll- Kann Prof. Kurien George K-036 189 2443168
4.00 PM Peroorkada Rev. Dr. George Joseph G-022 392 9447452473
4.00PM PTP — Vattiyoor Mr. George Boby Koruth  G-018 513 2362440
5.30 PM Kesavadasapu. Mrs. Sophy Cherian S-077 68 2533966
5.30 PM Poojapp-Karama.Adv. Koshy P.J. K-015 475 2492548
13-03-2017 - Monday

5.30 PM Kowdiar-Kurav Mr. C.T. Abraham A-035 129 9447452489
19-03-2017 - Sunday

4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. P. Jacob Easow J-189 362 2373369
5.30PM Kowdiar-Kurav Mr. Vinod Thomas V-036 106 9895206215
22-03-2017 - Wednesday

4.00 PM Nanthencode Mrs. Leela Joseph L-004 221 2315212
25-03-2017 - Saturday

4.30 Pm Nanthencode Prof. J. D. Isaac I-004 238 2315443
26-03-2017 - Sunday

4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Joju P.M. J-139 405 9747351752
4.00 PM PTP-Vattiyoork. Dr. V.P. Hilip P-018 530 9446684868
01-04-2017 - Saturday

5.00 PM Palayam—Vazhu Mr. M.J. Thomas T-029 245 2328839

Mr. EBBY THOMAS JOHN S/o Mr. John Thomas and Mrs.
Rosamma John, Kuzhiyathu House, Chakkalamukku, Kariyam,
Sreekaryam, Trivandrum (I D No. J-125) and Miss MORNIYA
GEORGE, D/o Mr. George Koshy and Mrs. Lisamma George,
Kanjirakunnel, Vazhoor, Kottyam District of St. George
Marthoma Church, Vazhoor at C S | Christ Church, Trivandrum,
on 9th February 2017.

) Obituary

Mr. Jacob J A, Pine 6A, SFS City Spaces
P T P Nagar, Trivandrum (I D No. J-046)
Died on 10th February, 2017 and was buried
at Christ Church on 15th February 2017.
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Contributions

From 21-01-2016 to 20-02-2017

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY
Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen
Dr.Mrs.Elizabeth Mathew
Ashwin & Nevin

Mrs. Annamma T George
Betsy Jacob

Mr. Vijumon M J

Bini Roy

Mr. Laji Wilson

Dr. Mohan John Mathew
Mrs. Christine Sara Abraham
Mr. Jasac Araiat

Mrs. Annamma T George
Mr. Philip John Varghese
Mr. P A Thomas

Mrs. Rebecca Thomas
Mr. C D Kurien

Mr. Leon Thomas Eapen
Dr.John Titus George

Mr. George Cherian
Projoth Abraham

Mr. P J Joseph

Offertory

Offertory

Mrs Jyothi Jacob

Mr. Jacob George

Mr. J B B Knox

Mrs & Mr. M Y Rao

Rev. C Y Thomas

Mr. Mathew Thomas

Mr. Jibu D Solomon

Mrs. Marykutty Chacko
Mr. M.S. Isaac

5,000
1,000
2,000

500
4,000

500

500
2,000
2,000
5,000
1,000

500
1,000
2,000
1,000
1,000
2,000
5,000
1,500
1,500

500
1,000
2,000
3,000
1,000

500
1,000
1,000
1,000
3,000

200

500

Mr. Jacob V John

Mrs. Mary George

Mr. John K. Jacob

Mrs. Daisy John Varghese
Thank Offering

Mrs. Valsa Cherian

Mrs. Elizabeth Verrson
Offertory

Mr. Jacob William

Mrs. Annamma Mathew

Home of Love
Pattom Plammood Area Prayer
Pattom Plammood Area Prayer

Zion Hall Project
Mrs. Betsy Jacob

Parkal Mission

Mrs. Annamma T George
Mr. P.A. Thomas

Mrs. Annamma T George
Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen
Dr. Mrs. Elizabeth Mathew
Mrs. Mariamma Joseph
Mrs. Leela Joseph

Mrs. Mary George

Mr. John K. Jacob

Mrs. Daisy John Varghese
Palayam Area Prayer Group

Parkal Orphanage

Mrs. Leela Joseph

Dr. K.I. Kurien

Dr. Mrs. Elizabeth Mathew
Mrs. Mary George

Mrs. Daisy John Varghese

500
500
100
2,000

1,000
500
1,000
210
500

1,680
1,500

3,000

500
200
500
5,000
1,000
500
500
500
100
500
1,330

500
1,000
1,000

500

250
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Andhra Mission City Mission
Mrs. Annie G Varghese 1,000 | Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen 5,000
Mrs. Mariamma Joseph 500 | Mrs. Annamma T George 500
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 | Mrs. Betsy Jacob 3,000
Mr. John K. Jacob 100 | Mr. Binu Joseph 1,000
Mrs. Daisy John Varghese 500 | Mrs. Mary George 700
Charkari Mission Mr. John K. Jacob 100
Mr. Jacob Williams 1,000 | Church Maintenance
Dr. Elizabeth Mathew 1,000 | Dr.Mrs. Elizabeth Mathew 1,000
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 | Mr. Jacob V John 500
Mr. John K. Jacob 100 | Mrs. Mariamma Joseph 200
Mrs. Daisy John Varghese 150 | Mrs. Mary George 500
Mysore Mission g;fsétoD:sy John Varghese 1(2)38
Mrs.Annalmma T George 500 Offetory 3,500
Mrs. Mariamma Joseph 400 MrP.A Thomas 200
Mr. John K. Jacob 100 Mrs. Saramma Varghese 500
Mrs. Daisy John Varghese 500 ) .
Church Prison Ministry

Malayora Mission Well wisher 1,000
Mr. Binu Joseph 1,000 | Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen 5,000
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 Bible Society
Odissa Mission Mrs. Mariamma Joseph 250
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 | Mr. John K. Jacob 100
Kuttanad Mission KUTS
Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen 5,000 | Mr. John K. Jacob 100
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 | Outstations
Uttaranjal Mission Mr. John K. Jacob (100x3) 300
Mr. John K. Jacob 100 | Womens Fellowship
Medical Help Prof J D. Isaac 100

, Mrs. Daisy John Varghese 150
Dr. Mrs. Elizabeth Mathew 1,000
Mrs. Mariamma Joseph 250 Charity

Mr. John K. Jacob 100

Thottapradesh Mission Mr. P A Thomas 180
Mrs. Mary George 500 | Mrs. Daisy John Varghese 250
Asha Bhavan Choir
Mrs. Leela Joseph 500 | Mr. John K Jacob 100
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TIPS ON PREPARING FOR THE EXAMS

Here are some tips on preparing for examinations, compiled from
different sources.

Find Your Approach
Everyone is different when it comes to learning and studying. There

will be some study areas that you may be strong in, or have an interest
in, and there will be other areas that you just won’t want to go near.
Some people like to begin studying the subject they least prefer and
then move on with easier ones later. The advantage here is that by the
time the exams are near you would have already covered all the tough
subjects and would be left with only the easier ones. The demerit is
that if you spend a lot of time on the tough subjects you may end up
having very little time for the easy ones. There are others who like to
begin with the easier subjects, to get themselves into the ‘groove’,
and move onto the harder material later. This method has the advantage
that you are able to cover all the easy subjects well before the exams
and work on the tough ones once the exams are nearer. The demerit
here is that you may end up having less time to tackle the tough
subjects. No matter how you go about studying for your exams, the
main thing is you find an approach that works for you and then stick
to it consistently.

Short Sessions Are the Best

A lot of research has been done into studying techniques, learning,
and memory retention, and the general consensus is that studying in
short sessions repeated often has much more benefit than trying to
study in one long session. Trying to keep the concentration going for
long periods of time is very difficult, and long sessions like that tend
to cause fatigue, stress, and distractions. Plan sessions of 30-40
minutes and then take a break of 5 minutes.

Set Achievable Goals for Each Study Session

Set an objective for each study session, but keep it attainable. Itis far
more rewarding to cross items off a list than to add them on. Setting
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your goals smaller means you have a higher chance of achieving them,
and the sense of satisfaction and enthusiasm you will get from reaching
each goal will drive you forward. Set the goal at the start of each study
session and not some time in advance. By doing it this way you will
have a better ‘feel’ for how you're mentally prepared on the day to deal
with whatever goal you set yourself. At the same time make sure that
your study session goals add together in achieving your overall goal
of scoring in the examination.

Take Regular Breaks

Take regular breaks, but maintain your focus during those breaks.
You, above all people, will know what easily distracts you, so during
your break avoid anything that is likely to get you sidetracked and
make you lose focus. Avoid switching on the TV or the Radio, avoid
stressful activities, avoid snacking which may bloat up your stomach
and make you uncomfortable once you resume again. Get up and
walk around. Sip from a water bottle. Do some stretching exercise.
Don’t feel that you have to be studying all the time. You'll study much
more effectively if you have rest periods in between solid studying
time, but only if you don’t become guilty for not hitting the books. Try
to unwind from studying as totally as you can, and you’ll come back
feeling refreshed and rearing to go.

Focus on Quality and NOT Quantity

Do not force the issue if you are having difficulty concentrating. It is
guality study time that you need not quantity. When you find yourself
in one of those ‘flat spots’ and you just can’t quite get going, try
studying for just 5 minutes and then taking a break for 5 minutes. Try
to build up the study time gradually while keeping the breaks at 5
minutes until you are back in your regular routine. If you still can’t
keep your mind on the job then simply close the books and go and do
something else. Forcing is not going to help, but make sure that this
IS not an excuse that you are finding to stay away from studies.
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Stick To a Routine

Try to study at the same time every time you study. We are all creatures
of habit and it helps to settle your mind and focus on the task at hand
if you can schedule your study periods to be around the same time,
each time. Drink plenty of water and fluids. Have regular light meals.
Do some light exercise every day to keep you energetic. Get enough
sleep every day. Sleep at the same time and get up at the same time
every day.

Take Short Notes

When taking notes or highlighting, only write down or underline the
most important sentence in each paragraph. Start with bullet points
and expand only those points that are absolutely necessary. As it can
take weeks or months to study for an exam, the sheer amount of
information that you process and take in can be overwhelming.
Accessing that information quickly and readily is a key part of studying
effectively. Hence, make note taking a habit. These notes will also
come handy to browse through on the eve of the exam helping you to
refresh what you have covered earlier on.

Do Recaps

Try to cap off each study period with a review of what you have learned
during that period. It will help to reinforce the new information in your
mind and that information will be more readily available the next time
you have a study session. Put use of the notes you prepared to do
this effectively.

Practice Matters

Do as many practice exams as you can and when you get a question
wrong during a practice exam try to find the answer out on your own
rather than simply memorising the right answer. This can be a very
effective way of fine tuning your studying program.
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When you're doing the practice questions don’'t guess at the right
answer. This is not the real exam, so if you come across a question
that you don’t know the answer to, leave it as unanswered. Sure, it
will come back as a wrong answer, but at least you will be able to
identify areas that you need to study more. If you had guessed and
got it right, you wouldn’t know that you’d have to go back and learn
that topic more. And you might not be so lucky during the exam.

Do Reviews

You will forget things. It is natural. It's part of the way that we learn.
Make a part of your study routine to have a review session every so
often. Do not undertake to study any new material during this session,
but just use it to recap on the information learned over the last few
sessions.

Study Smart

Take some time to research what the exam is like, the format of the
exam and the type of questions that you might encounter. Refer
guestions from past years, so that you know what to expect. Understand
the question distribution clearly and focus on completing relevant
topics. On the eve of the examination your focus should be to cover
the important topics, so that you are able to score better. At that time
do not try to improve your knowledge by studying all the included
topics, which you should have had done earlier and if you have not
had done so, you could always do that once the exams are over.

Finally

Know the time and place of your exam. Keep everything you need for
the exam, such as pens, pencils, drawing instruments, writing board,
etc. ready well in advance. You will have enough stress to cope with
on the day of the exam without the added pressure of running late,
getting lost, or not being able to find the essentials.
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Above All

® \Work hard and do not waste time.

® Have complete confidence and believe that you will score well
in the exams, because you are preparing well.

® |ord of all creations is your personal friend. Ask the Lord and
He shall help you achieve.

® Thank and praise Him for that.

A Few verses to keep you encouraged:

Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord.
They are plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope.

Zechariah 10:1 Ask the Lord for rain in the spring time, and he will
answer with lightning and showers. Every field will become a lush
pasture.

Isaiah 40:31 They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,
They shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Matthew 21:21 You can get anything, anything you ask for in prayer,
if you believe.

1 Peter 5:7 Let him have all your worries and cares, for he is always
thinking about you and watching everything that concerns you.

Psalms 55:22 Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them. He
will not permit the godly to slip or fall.

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for | am with you. | will strengthen you; | will
help you; | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

Psalms 31:24 So cheer up! Take courage if you are depending on the
Lord.
Vinod Thomas ID No. V-036

TITHE
The next quarterly payment of Tithe is due in March 2017. All
members are requested to make their Tithe Offering on the first
or subsequent Sundays of March.

Vicar
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C.S.I. CHRIST CHURCH, PALAYAM
Revised Fees with effect from 1st January 2017

CERTIFICATE FEES

BURIAL FEES - FAMILY VAULT

FAMILY VAULT- LAND

FAMILY VAULT CONSTRUCTION
CHURCH FEES (First Burial)

MKD FEES

Total

Church Fees (Staff) - for each Burial
Church Fees for 2nd and Subsequent Burials
Burials

BURIAL FEES - COMMON VAULT
COMMON VAULT FEES

CHURCH FEES (Burials)

MKD FEES

Church Fees (Staff)

Total

MARRIAGE FEES

Marriage Donation (Groom)

Marriage Donation (Bride) (Minimum)
Marriage Help (Video) Fees

Choir

Church Fees: Staff

Banns Fee

Total

* For more than two video cameras
Montly Subscription will be collected from

Amount (Rs.)
100

110,000

40,000

12,000

5,000

167,000

2,000

6,000 for each Burial

15,000
1,000
1,000
2,000

19,000

25,000 (Minimum)
10,000 (Minimum)

3,000 per video camera*

2,000
2,000 (1000 x 2)
200

42,200

10,000

Bridegroom and Bride along with the Marriage Fees

DONATIONS FOR THIRD CHURCH MARRIAGES
For Bridegroom

For Bride

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION

(Revised with effect from 1st April 2017)

30,000
20,000

Rs.20/- per Month per Member (Rs.240/- per year per Member)

Rev. CY Thomas
Vicar
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“THE LIBERATING CHRIST”

Frances Jane “Fanny” Crosby (1820-1915), American hymn writer and
poetess, wrote over 8,000 hymns. Once a preacher sympathetically
remarked, “I think it is a great pity that the Master did not give you
sight when He showered so many other gifts upon you.” She replied
quickly, “Do you know that if at birth | had been able to make one
petition, it would have been that | should be born blind?” “Why?” asked
the surprised minister. “Because when | get to heaven, the first face
that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior!” At six
weeks old, Crosby caught a cold and developed inflammation of the
eyes. Mustard poultices were applied to treat the discharges. According
to Croshy, this procedure damaged her optic nerves and blinded her.
When Fanny was only six months old, her father John Crosby died,
so she was raised by her mother and maternal grandmother, Eunice
Paddock Crosby. These women grounded Crosby in Christian
principles, helping her, for example, memorize long passages from
the Bible, and she became an active member of the John
Street Methodist Episcopal Church in New York City.

In spite of her disability, she could write numerous famous songs,
which can comfort and liberate a large number of people around the
world. Her sight was lost but her vision was never lost. She
converted her words and thoughts into a powerful weapon to
communicate the gospel. She had a deep faith in Christ, which enabled
her in the liberating process of Christ. A few of the famous songs
written by her are: “More Like Jesus; Safe in the Arms of Jesus ; Near
the Cross, Praise Him; Pass Me Not; Rescue the Perishing; Blessed
Assurance”etc. Those who sing her songs will definitely have a feel of
the compassion of the master Jesus Christ.

What is the Mission of Christ?
Reveal God: Jesus said, “the Father and | are one”(Jn.10:30),
| am in the Father and the Father is in me (Jn. 14:10), whoever has
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seen me has seen the Father (Jn 14:9), The writer of the letter to the
Hebrews says that Jesus was “ the exact imprint of God’s very being”
(Heb 1:3). So Jesus came to reveal God; he came as “the image of
the invisible God” (Col 1:15); he came as the *human face’ of God ; he
came to speak for God (Heb 1:2)

Redeem Humankind: Jesus came to “seek out and save
the lost” (Lk 19:10). This was his most important mission, the reason
God sent him into the world - an event prophesied in the Old Testament,
when the prophet Isaiah said that a suffering servant would come to
bear the sins of all transgressors (Isa.53). Jesus said the word of
Isaiah would be fulfilled in him (Lk. 22:37). So Jesus came to die for -
that s, to atone for - our transgressions against God’s commandments
to love Him, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Luke 13:10-17 focuses on the liberation given by Jesus to a
crippled woman, who had been in the same condition for eighteen
long years, on a Sabbath day. From this passage, we can see the
liberating Christ.

(@) Christliberates us from disability

When Moses was reluctant to take up the mission of God due
to his weakness, the answer given to him was challenging for the
entire disabled people. Exodus 4:11 says that, “The Lord said to him,
who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives
him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; | will help
you speak and will teach you what to say.” Jesus straightening up
the crippled woman is a miraculous liberation.

(b)  Christliberates us from divisions

Gal. 3:28 says “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” Paul clearly states in his epistles about the oneness in Christ.
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Christ liberates us from all barriers through his love. Jesus healing a
crippled woman is a revolutionary step of his time.
() Christliberates us from dogmas

Healing on a Sabbath day is questioned by a president of the
Synagogue, because he represents the group of people who loved
systems and dogmas more than people. They were more concerned
that their own petty little laws should be observed than that a woman
should be helped. Jesus called them hypocrites. They are more
concerned with the method of church government than they are with
the worship of God and the service of men.

(d)  Christliberates us from distress

Christ, by giving her a healing touch, liberates her from all anxiety
and fear about her sickness and helps her to praise God. If we have
faith in Christ, just believe and even after 18 years or more, Almighty
God will touch us and heal.

The liberating work of Jesus is not only for us but also for the
liberation of other people who are in bondage to evil powers, ailments,
disabilities, discomfort and distress. Like Fanny Crosby, the blind
woman, we have to use our talents for the glorification of His Kingdom.
Don’t look into what God has not given, but look into what God has
given. We are not to focus on our inabilities and disabilities but to
focus on our abilities and talents. The liberating Christ is still working
NOW.

My own testimony is that my youngest daughter Junia is partially
blind and profoundly deaf, but we can feel the improvement in
communicating with her each day. We are experiencing the liberating
spirit of Christ in our Child. Through her, we are learning so many
things from God'’s mighty power. Let us not grumble and murmur about
our weaknesses but rely completely upon His strength and power.

May God Bless you,
Rev. Binju Varughese Kuruvilla
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Revised Rates for Insertion of Memorials, Wedding
Photos, and other Matter from Members in Tidings

The rates for Insertion of Memorials, Wedding Photos, etc. in
Tidings have been unchanged for more than eight years. During
this period the printing charges have been increased periodically,
and they are to be increased again from April 2017. We are
therefore constrained to revise the charges from members from
the April 2017 issue of Tidings. The revised rates are as follows:

1. Back Outer Page — Full Page Colour Rs. 3,000/-

2. Inner Colour Pages- Full Page Rs. 2,500/-

3. Inner Colour Pages — Half Page Rs. 1,250/-

4. Inner Black & White Pages — Full Page Rs. 1,000/-
(Unchanged)

5. Inner Black & White Pages — Half Page Rs. 500/-
(Unchanged)

Tidings Editorial Board

‘ In Fond Memory of

Mr. V.M. GEORGE, IPS
Vilayil,

Ambalamukku,

Kowdiar,

Trivandrum-3

Entered the Heavenly Abode
on 11-03-1995

Remembered by

Mrs. Thankamma George
(ID No. 527) (T-005)

& Children
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MAKKULAM CHURCH PROJECT
Donations from October 2016

SIl. No. Name ID No. Amount

1 Mr. George Varghese 0 500
2 Mrs. Mary John 0 500
3 Mrs. Susan Zachariah 0 2,000
4 Mrs. Valsa Susan Gnanasekharan 0 10,000
5 PTP Nagar - Vattiyoor Prayer Group 0 5,000
6 Well-wisher 0 500
7 Well-wisher 0 30,000
8 Mr. Abraham Koshy A-012 1,000
9 Mr. A G Abraham A-018 1,000
10 Mr. P Abraham A-028 20,000
11 Mr. Abraham Ninan A-033 5,000
12 Mr. Alex George A-059 2,500
13 Dr. Elizabeth Mathew A-063 3,000
14 Ms. Bindu Susan John B-006 5,000
15 Mr. Binu George John B-040 10,000
16 Mr. Christi G Mathai C-026 5,000
17 Mr. M V Daniel D-011 1,500
18 Mr. Eipe Kuruvilla E-010 10,000
19 Mrs. Elizabeth Oommen E-014 10,000
20 Mrs. Marykutty George G-005 1,000
21 Prof. George Thomas G-007 1,000
22 Mr. George Mathew V G-008 10,000
23 Mr. K K George G-016 5,000
24 Mr. George Boby Koruth G-018 15,000
25 Mr. Vishal Jacob George G-033 10,000
26 Mr. George M John G-036 500
27 Mr. K J George G-059 5,000
28 Mr. George John G-087 15,000
29 Miss Liza Anna Isaac [-005 1,000
30 Mr. Jacob George J-010 1,000
31 Mr. TV Jacob J-019 2,000
32 Mr. Jacob Y Davidson J-021 500
33 Mr. Jacob Cherian J-029 10,000
34 Mr. Jacob William J-044 10,000
35 Mr. Jibu D Solomon J-069 10,000

m
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36 Mr. V O John J-083 3,000
37 Mr. P John Samuel J-098 25,000
38 Mr. Y. John J-100 1,000
39 Mr. Y John J-100 10,000
40 Mr. John Andrews J-104 5,000
41 Mr. C T John J-111 30,000
42 Mr. C V Joseph J-146 500
43 Mr. P K Luke L-010 25,000
44 Mr. M Mani M-005 1,000
45 Mrs. Saramma Mani M-009 5,000
46 Mrs. Mariamma John M-024 200
47 Mrs. Marykutty Koshy M-045 25,000
48 Mrs. Marykutty Abraham M-047 500
49 Mr. Mathew K Abraham M-075 1,000
50 Very Rev. Matthew Matthew M-076 2,000
51 Mr. Nebu Mathew N-002 10,000
52 Brig. Oommen John 0-003 10,000
53 Mr. Paulraj K P-005 5,000
54 Mr. Paul N Jacob P-007 5,000
55 Mr. Philip John Varghese P-023 5,000
56 Mrs. Saramma Thomas S-043 1,000
57 Mrs. Sosamma varghese S-079 2,000
58 Mr. Thomas Jacob T-011 10,000
59 Mrs. Rachel Thomas T-019 50,000
60 Mr. Y Thomas T-023 5,000
61 Mr. Thomas Oommen T-031 25,000
62 Mr. Thomas T Kunjummen T-046 15,000
63 Prof. KV Thomas T-065 20,000
64 Mr. Thompson Kripanand T-077 1,000
65 Adv. P P Varghese V-005 500
66 Dr. N O Varghese V-006 20,000
67 Mr. P M Varkey V-023 10,000
68 Mr. William Mani W-001 1,000
549,200

Food for the Needy

The Food for the Needy Project requires the patronage of the
members for continued help to patients at Peroorkada General
Hospital. Please extend your support
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Birthdays - March 2017

01

02

03

04

05

06

Mrs. Susy Mathew

Rev Prof. Valson Thampu
Mrs. Mariamma George
Adv. Koshy P J

Dr. Shirin Thomas

Master. Roshan Babu

Miss. Susan Grace Thomas
Miss. Jana Mary Chacko
Miss. Anna Elsa Thomas
Mrs. Manju Eapen

Mrs. Sara Chandy

Prof Dr. Thomas Biju Mathew
Mr. Eapen T Joseph

Mr. Ashwin Kurien

Ms. Carren Elsa Mathew
Mrs. Annie Sindhu Itty

Mrs. Achamma Tharian
Prof (Mrs). Sicily Thompson
Mr. John Mathews Kurian
Mrs. Raimole Joseph
Master. Boney V Sam

Miss. Kripa Mariam John
Miss. Serene Sara John
Miss. Tevya Elizabeth Mathew
Miss. Sandra John Filji
Master. Aaron R

Mr. Shibu ltty

Mrs. Susamma Kurien

Mrs. Susanna Mathews
Mrs. Mariamma Varghese
Cdr. Abraham Suresh Thomas
Mrs. Christina Schneider John
Mr. Navin Kumar Kessop
Miss. Abiha Samuel

Master. Johann Mathew
Miss. Sarah George

Mr. P Jacob Easow

Mrs. Miriam Alexander

Mrs. Mariamma Jacob

Mrs. Rani Elizabeth George
Dr. Sara George

Mr. Joseph Thomas

Dr. Manoj Thomas

Mr. Arun Mathew Thomas
Mrs. Annamma Thomas
Ms. Reshma Mercy Philip
Mrs. Meenu Abraham

Mr. Ben John Thomas M
Miss. Meryl Anna Joseph
Miss. Riya Achu Kurien

Mr. Reuben Varghese Abraham

M-083
V-001
G-045
K-015
M-012
B-044
S-010
B-023
B-024
A-126
M-100
T-035
E-002
J-096
M-073
S-063
T-008
T-077
J-128
J-160
S-018
G-052
S-011
A-038
F-002
R-004
S-063
K-033
M-091
N-005
A-024
T-021
N-001
S-026
M-109
G-075
J-189
J-090
J-023
G-087
V-033
J-160
M-012
A-127
A-105
P-020
A-099
R-022
B-010
R-056
A-036

07

08

09

10

1"

12

13

Mr. Jacob Jacob J-009
Prof. Koshy Thalakal K-018
Mrs. Penny Susan Johns S-033
Ms. Salini Shereen Koshy S-014
Dr. Anil Kuruvila A-090
Mrs. Mary John M-033
Mr. P A Thomas T-028
Mr. Icy Abraham [-001
Mrs. Santhamma Mathew A-027
Mrs. Bini Philip P-019
Mrs. Valsamma Mathew V-047
Miss. Reshma Mary Mani M-006
Miss. Anjana Sarah S-113
Miss. Christina Susan Alexander A-065
Mr. Ben Mathew Jacob J-033
Mr. Daniel Roy D-010
Mr. Denison V Daniel D-021
Mr. Godwin Mathew M-088
Ms. Rinu Jacob J-022
Ms. Salini Abraham A-011
Mrs. Leela Joseph L-004
Mrs. Elizabeth Koshy G-015
Mr. Soundarraj P S-084
Rev Dr. George Joseph G-022
Mr. George Boby Koruth G-018
Mr. M A Jose J-142
Dr. Mary Eapen J-107
Mr. Vinod George Maliyekal G-056
Mr. Radeep Jacob Mathew R-073
Mrs. Annamma George A-101
Ms. Disha Susan Oommen V-028
Mr. Arun Zachariah New ID / T-024
Master. Aby K Reji R-033
Mrs. Samita Rao R-023
Mr. Abraham Mathew A-004
Mrs. Dalamma William W-001
Mrs. Mariamma John T-015
Dr. Eliza Sherin Gijoe G-081
Dr. Vipin Joseph J-167
Master. Sajin John Cherian C-016
Mrs. Sarah Thomas S-124
Mr. Jacob Samuel J-041
Mrs. Ligi Varghese V-017
Mr. Binil George Abraham B-031
Dr. Axsa P Thomas R-071
Miss. Shreya Elizabeth Itty S-052
Miss. Sneha Anna ltty S-052
Ms. Mary Koshy K-016
Mr. Cherian A D C-015
Mr. George John Varghese G-006
Mr. J A Nithin George J-079
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Master. Evan Oommen Koshy E-018 Wattachanackal B-010

14 Mrs. Padma J Mathew J-152 | 20 Prof. J D Isaac [-004
Mr. George Abraham G-024 Mr. P George Koshy G-003
Mrs. Susamma Varghese P-006 Mr. C A Pothen P-029

Mr. Thompson Kripanand T-077 Mr. George M T G-077
Mrs. Saly Chandy C-006 Mrs. Reana Thomas J-118
Mrs. Pushpa Antony A-122 Mrs. Lenu Elizabeth Thomas B-028
Miss. Juana Mariam Jaison J-188 Mr. Vijumon M J V-030

15 Dr. Dhanya Joseph J-181 Miss. Vidhya Mariam George G-069
Mrs. Jainamma Joseph C-001 Master. Roshan K Shaji S-054

Dr. P J Jacob J-048 | 21 Mr. Christi G Mathai C-026

Dr. Ajoy Mathew Varghese A-053 Mr. M M George G-048

Mr. Biju V Daniel D-011 Mrs. Shirly Thomas S-065
Mrs. Khusboo Kessop N-001 Mrs. Mariam Soju George V-020
Mrs. Sujatha V S A-135 Mrs. Soma John A-119
Master. Philip C Philip S-120 Mrs. Leegy K Antony P-039
Master. Febin M Joju J-139 Master. Riyan M George G-068
Miss. Anna Mariam Thomas S-138 Miss. Almithra M Thomas T-075

16 Ms. Jaga Anie George G-038 Master. Benjamin Roy Daniel B-047
Ms. Jessica Samuel Cumberland S-028 Miss. Ananya Kessop N-001
Prof. P M Mathew M-065 | 22 Mrs. Sara C Paul C-014

Mr. C | Das D-013 Mr. John Mathew J-119

Mr. M K Varghese V-018 Mrs. Salu Jacob J-189

Mr. T K Mathew M-071 Mr. Jacob Thomas J-003
Mrs. Susan Jacob J-031 Mr. Ken John Koshy K-011

Dr. Preethi Sara George G-063 Mr. Vijin Koshy Kurian V-039
Master. Ashith Don George G-079 Master. Jordan Philip Jacob J-041

17 Mr. M Gnanasekaran G-086 | 23 Mrs. Annie Jacob J-037
Mrs. Evangel Joel Varghese P-023 Rt Rev Dr. K P Kuruvila K-046
Mrs. Marykutty Chacko M-048 Mr. Saijai Jacob J-011

Mr. Sudhir George Verghis S-095 Mr. G John Chandy J-109
Mrs. Sherly Jen J-062 Mr. Regi V Mathew R-036
Mrs. Lalitha V C-028 Dr. Rachel Abraham R-057
Mrs. Molly George M-104 Mr. Renju Cherian Philip R-043
Master. Abhishek Varghese Mr. Jibu Jacob John J-070
Thomas  J-131 Mrs. Sherin Sarah Thomas B-037

18 Mrs. Sally Joshy Oommen J-170 Ms. Anbu Sara George G-087
Mr. V O John J-083 Mr. Deepu Paul Edwin K E-009
Mrs. Vasantha Azariah A-133 Ms. Nikitha Biju Tharian B-029
Mrs. Annamma George S-012 Miss. Joeys Rachel Manu M-015

Mr. Shaju Mathen S-055 | 24 Miss. Irene Mary Thomas T-073

Ms. Chinthu Susan Philip P-012 Mrs. Mary Mathew M-034
Miss. Heavenna Salome Cherian C-015 Mrs. Aleyamma Thomas J-101
Master. Thomas V George G-029 Mrs. Chechamma Thomas P E  T-023
Master. Caleb Yohann Abraham G-028 Mrs. Saramma Kuruvilla S-046
Master. Reuben Joseph James P-032 Mrs. Mary Mathew M-066

19 Mrs. Ammini John J-103 Mrs. Susan Thomas G-023
Mr. Noah Neel Soundararajan P-044 Mrs. Lillikutty Jacob J-043
Mrs. Mariyamma Jacob J-042 Dr. Jacob S Mathew J-039

Mr. A M Verghese V-026 Mrs. Ambili Chacko A-001
Mrs. K V Mariamma L-010 Mr. Rithinn P Daniel A-110
Mrs. Reni Mary Varghese J-165 Dr. Preeti Yohannan A-005
Master. Joel Joseph Ms. Santhini Achamma Koshy  S-014
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Mr. Alexander Tom Cherian B-003 Mrs. Molly John K-023
Master. Alan Koshy Luke R-031 Mr. Alex George A-059
Miss. Nina Achu Abraham S-108 Mrs. Aniamma Thomas T-024
Miss. Joanne Thomas B-024 Mr. Tomson Jeffry T-071

25 Mr. Rajeev George Jacob R-013 Mrs. Mariyamma Thomas T-030
Mrs. S Leela Rani S-101 Mr. Renju Modayil R-072

Mr. Cherian M J C-016 Master. Jithin George Lee A-087
Mrs. Hilda Mariam George A-132 Miss. Rebecca Acha Samuel S-064
Master. John Jacob J-030 | 29 Mrs. Elizabeth Jacob E-017
Miss. Shaebha George S-114 M:S Oolnz]?neen C?mCa%dy 0-006
Master. Sunny Abraham Mathew S-091 Ms. Asha Thampi Joseph T-002

26 Mrs. Sunu Jacob J-033 Mrs. Jenitha Solomi Vincent N-008
Dr. John Valliattu J-185 Dr. Bijy Abraham T-073
Mrs. :Jlaisamma J Moothedam R-022 | 30 Mr. Roy Matthew Jacob R-068

Mr. Biju Joseph Mathew J-082 Mrs. Susan Rajeev George R-013

Mr. Suresh Jacob S-115 Mr. Bijoy Chacko Varghese B-023
Mrs. Rekha Susan Varghese V-009 Dr. Suja Jacob Mathew J-039

Mr. Kevin George K-006 Prof. Christy James Jose C-027
Miss. Sona Susan Varghese V-013 Mr. Jerry Ipe Thomas J-064

27 Mr. K'M Mathew M-056 Mrs. Bettina Susan John K-004
Mrs. Mittu Rajesh R-015 Mr. Ebby Thomas John J-125
Mrs. Mary Jacob J-020 Miss. Jinsa Anna Riju R-052

Mr. K K George G-016 | 31 Dr. V Koshy Jacob K-014

Mr. Joseph Babu J-157 Mr. Rajan George R-007
Mrs. Leeli G Mathew G-017 Dr. Manju Elizabeth Varughese ~ M-011

Mr. V S Hezakiel H-002 Mr. Jojo Joseph George J-138

Mr. Dilip Thomas George D-025 Master. Rian John Filj F-002

Mr. Reju Jacob Thomas R-038 Master. Jeevan Jim Joseph J-076

Mr. Bryan Jo Philip R-045 Miss. Shifra Reju R-038

28 Mrs. Sheela John J-087 Miss. Kavitha Rachel Philip P-016

Wedding Anniversaries - March 2017

01 K George Mathew ( Mr & Mrs ) G-078
Joji John ( Mr & Mrs ) J-137

02 N O Varghese ( Dr & Dr ) V-006
K Eapen Koshy ( Mr & Mrs ) E-001
Jacob Jacob Puthuparambi ( Mr & Mrs ) J-012

03 Georgekutty George ( Mr & Mrs ) G-079
10  Joseph Mathew ( Mr & Mrs ) J-155
16  StephenEG ( Mr & Mrs ) S-089
18 Philip Caniyamkulam Abraham ( Mr & Mrs ) P-014
22 AjuArun Abraham ( Mr & Mrs ) A-054
27 George Philip ( Mr & Dr ) G-038
29 ShaliKJ( Mr& Mrs ) S-056
30 P Jacob Easow ( Mr & Mrs ) J-189
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In Loving Memory of

Mr. A.J. JOSEPH

GRACE COTTAGE
KESAVADASAPURAM

Remembered by :
Wife & Children
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27" DEATH ANNIVERSARY

In Loving Memor_y of

Mr. M.C. MATHAI

MAANTHRA MAHAL, PLAMOOD

Called to Glory
on 24-03-1990

Remembered by :

Sorrowing Family Members (ID No. 703)
(L-007, R-061)

AMBATT PRINTERS # 9388542776




3" Death Anniversary
13t March 2017

n Loving Memory of

Rev. Dr. K. K. Koshy

Kalathumkal, Thiruvananthapuram

“=lallee)m) ag)Elod Mmoo @demoniimows] =lales)mm);
adlee)0m) ag)Bklad Moo edamoniimons] adlea)mm);
@pm)e@®oms R0lea)m) agislelo acleeym) agelel)o
Mmoo &domoallmm)esaid @mem.” (enoad 14:8)

Remembered by:
Mrs. Marykutty Koshy (ID: M-045)
Jinu, Relly, Jeevan, Johan (ID: J-078)
Jibu, Nija, Rachel, Joann (ID: J-071)



10" Death Anniversary

20" March 2017
n Fond Mewory of

Mr. A. T. Joseph
“Ampattu”

15" April 1918 to 20* March 2007

Remembered By:
A J Thomas and Family (ID No. T-058 and P-038)
Mary Mathews and Family (ID No. M-042)
A J Abraham and Family (ID No. A-010)



Sisth: Death nniversary

23" March 2017

JWMWW/G%
Mr. Albert Gama

Pulimoodu Vilakom
Pettah, Trivandrum

“We shall meet on that beautiful shore”

Remembered by
Mrs. Doris Albert (ID No. D-034),
Mr. Rex David Gama and Family
(ID No. R-047)

Tiflhe Death: /nnisersary

28" March 2017

ﬂWM”Q&W’@g

Mr. Joseph Stephen

Puthenveettil
Nanthencode

22" March 1935 to 28" March 2012

Remembered by
Mrs. Leela Joseph (ID No. L-004)
Rene Joseph & Family
Bobby Joseph & Family




n Loving Mewiory of

Mr. Jacob J.A.
25" Qctober 1944 to 10" February 2017

ID No. J-046 (Page 546)

Remembered by
Mrs. Susan Jacob (Daughter), Mr. Suraj Philip Jacob (Son)
Mr. Kurien Jacob, Mr. J.M. Jacob, Mr, Alex Andrew Jacob (Brothers)
And their Family Members



Yourth Death /miserary

28" March 2017

Jw/@ndfmwwraﬁ
Mr. Cheriyan Philip

Vettasserial, Mannanthala
Trivandrum

13" October 1939 — 9" October 2016

Remembered by
Mrs. Sophy Cheriyan (ID No. S-077)
Arun, Priya & Aiden (ID No. A-129)
Ajay, Nimmy & Luca (1D No. A-134)

Second Death /niserary

3 March 2017

Mr. Richie Walsalam
Former Choirmaster, Christ Church

Fondly Remembered by
the Christ Church Family



o

Women's Fellowship Adoor District “Kalamela” on 11" February 2017 at St. Thomas CSI Church,
Thazhathumon

Almaya Fellowship Mysore Mission Field Visit from 20" to 23 Feb 2017

é

Ak .



Mrs. Mariamma Varghese
= -"-_'L;'-‘ : Chirayil, Aruviyode, Mannathala

',;’,'.:‘ . '.: ot Remembered by
L RSN - Finny C. Varghese and Family (ID No. F-003)



