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Beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

During this month we remember the Indian Independence Day. It is a
time to pray for the nation and its government as there is threat on its
borders, as well as internal threats, like corruption, religious intolerance,
terrorism, caste and gender discriminations etc. It is the duty of
Christians to obey the rules and regulations of the state (Rom.13:1-
7). Paul wrote this passage before the Roman government had begun
to persecute Christians, but later, when persecution against the Church
was raging, Peter still writes counselling submission to the powers
that be, and much later still, Christian leaders continue to say the
same thing.

There are certain principles here of great importance. Human
government has been ordained by God (v:1), and as long as the state
is fulfilling its God-ordained function, it is the duty of every Christian to
be submissive to it. Paul puts the matter very strongly when he says.
“He who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed. “ (V:
2). The extend of the state’s legitimate authority is quite clearly outlined
(Vs.3-5), and in loyalty to God and his own conscience the believer
has a duty to recognise that authority (V.6).

No one can dissociate himself from the society in which he lives.
Each one of us is part of a nation, and because of that we enjoy
benefits we could not have as individuals living an isolated existence.
We cannot expect to enjoy all the advantages, and escape all the
duties involved. Privileges and responsibilities go together. This is true
of all life, both spiritual and secular. The Christian is duty bound to
fulfil his responsibilities to the state

Paul brings the matter very much down to earth in V: 7. “Pay all of
them their dues, taxes to whom revenue is due, respect to whom
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I¿Ømhn¬ {]nbtc,

c£nXmhpw I¿Ømhpamb tbip{InkvXphns‚ AXpey

\maØn¬ kvt\lhμ\w.

BKÃv amkØnemWt√m C¥y≥ kzmX{¥yZn\w \mw

sIm≠mSp∂Xv. cmPyØn\pth≠nbpw AXns‚ Kh¨sa‚n\p

th≠nbpw {]m¿∞n°p∂Xn\p≈ Hcp kμ¿`amWnXv, ImcWw

AXn¿Øn {]tZißfn¬ ̀ ojWn t\cnSptºmƒ Xs∂, AgnaXn,

aX˛AklnjvWpX, `oIc{]h¿Ø\ßƒ, PmXn, enwK

hnthN\w XpSßn B¥cnI `ojWnIfpw cmPyw t\cnSp∂p.

cmPyØns‚ \nbaßfpw N´ßfpw A\pkcn°pI F∂Xv

ss{IkvXh [¿ΩamWv. tdma. 13:1˛7. {InkvXym\nIsf tdmam

Kh¨sa‚ v ]oUn∏n°phm≥ XpSßp∂Xn\p apºmWv ]utemkv

Cu ̀ mKw FgpXnbXv. F∂m¬ ]n∂oSv k`bvs°Xncmb ]oV\w

Actßdptºmƒ A[nImcßƒ°v IogSßnbncn°phm≥

]mt{Xmkv D]tZin®p. hfsc°meßƒ°ptijhpw, Ct∏mgpw,

ss{IkvXh t\Xm°ƒ CXpXs∂ Bh¿Øn°p∂p.

hfsc {][m\s∏´ Nne XXzßƒ ChnsS ImWm≥ km[n°pw.

ssZhØm¬ \nban°s∏´XmWv a\pjy Kh¨sa‚ v (hm. 1).

ssZh\ntbmK {]Imcw Hcp cmPyw {]h¿Øn°p∂nStØmfw

cmPym[nImcßƒ°v IogSßnbncn°pI F∂Xv Hmtcm

{InkvXym\nbpsSbpw NpaXebmWv. CXp hfsc i‡nbp‡w

]utemkv ]dbp∂p, BIbm¬ A[nImctØmSp adp°p∂h¿

respect is due, honour to whom honour is due. “ The  Lord expects us
His people to be an example to others in these matters.

As we are celebrating the 70th Independence Day of our country, let
us pray that He will keep us faithful in our duties to our country.

May God bless us and our country.

Yours in His service

C. Y.  Thomas Achen
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ssZhhyhÿtbmSp adp°p∂p. tdma. 13:2. cmPyØns‚

\nbam\pkrXamb A[nImchym]vXn 3 apX¬ 5 hscbp≈

hmIyßfn¬ hy‡ambn Nn{XoIcn®n´p≠v. ssZhtØmSp≈

hnizkvXXbpw Ah\hs‚ a\ m£nbpw IW°nseSpØv

A[nImcsØ AwKoIcn°p∂Xv hnizmknbpsS I¿ØhyamWv

(hm. 6)

Hcph≥ Pohn°p∂ Ahs‚ kaqlØn¬ \n∂pw bmsXmcmƒ

°pw amdn\nev°phm≥ km≤ya√. \mw cmPyØns‚ ̀ mKambXp

sIm≠mWv AXns‚ \∑Iƒ A\p`hn°p∂Xv, adn®v H‰s∏´p

amdn\n∂m¬ AXp {]m]n°pI km[ya√. cmPyØns‚

B\pIqeyßƒ am{Xw {]Xo£n°pIbpw \Ωn¬ \njn]vXambn

cn°p∂ NpaXeIfn¬ \n∂pw Hfnt®mSpIbpw sNøp∂Xv

icnb√. AhImißfpw DØchmZnXzßfpw Hcpan®pt]mIWw.

BflobPohnXØnepw `uXoI PohnXØnepw CXp

bmYm¿∞yamWv. cmPytØmSp≈ Xs‚ DØchmZnXzßƒ

\ndth‰phm≥ {InkvXym\n {]Xn⁄m_≤amWv. Ggmw

hmIyØn¬ ]utemkv Cu hnjbw Iqe¶jambn

AhXcn∏n°p∂p. F√mh¿°pw ISambp≈Xp sImSp°phn≥,

\nIpXn sImSpt°≠h\v \nIpXn, Np¶w sImSpt°≠h\v Np¶w,

`bwImWnt°≠h\v `bw, am\w ImWnt°≠h\v am\w, Cu

Imcyßfn¬ ssZhP\w a‰p≈h¿°v amXrIbmbncn°Wsa∂v

I¿Ømhv B{Kln°p∂p.

\ΩpsS cmPyØns‚ 70˛maXv kzmX{¥yZn\w \mw BtLmjn

°ptºmƒ, cmPytØmSp≈ DØchmZnXzßƒ hnizkvXambn

\ndth‰phm≥ I¿Ømhv \sΩ klmbn°p∂Xn\mbn

{]m¿∞n°mw.

ssZhw \sΩbpw \ΩpsS cmPytØbpw A\p{Kln°s´.

\nßfpsS kvt\lap≈,

kn.ssh. tXmak®≥
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Organizations Corner

Golden Age Fellowship

Bi-monthly Worship – The next Bi-monthly Worship Service will be
held on Friday the 8th September 2017 at 7.30 AM. Mrs. Susan Thomas
will share the Word of God.

Makkulam Church Project - By God’s grace the Makkulam Church
construction work is fast progressing, and we hope that it will be
completed soon. But to complete the work we need an additional
amount of about Rupees Three Lakhs. We request you to contribute
generously to this Project, as the Lord leads you. We pray that the
Lord will help us to soon achieve this goal.

MAKKULAM CHURCH
(under construction)
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02-08-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday
04-08-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

06-08-2017 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Almaya Sunday
Witness of the People of God
ssZhP\Øns‚ km£yw
OT : Daniel 3:12-30 Epistle : Acts 18:24-28
Psalm : 15 Gospel : Luke 10:1-20
6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 p.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

09-08-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

11-08-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

13-08-2017 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of Baptism
_]vXokva F∂ km{Isa¥v
OT : Exodus 14:15-31 Epistle : Titus 3:3-8
Psalm : 32 Gospel : John 3:1-8
7.30 a.m. Combined Service (HE)
10.00 a.m.  Election - General Body Meeting

16-08-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

18-08-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

20-08-2017 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of Holy Eucharist
hnip≤ bq°dnÃv F∂ km{Isa¥v
OT : Genesis 14:17-24 Epistle : 1 Corinthians 10:15-17
Psalm : 104:14-30 Gospel : Mark 14:12-26
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

23-08-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

25-08-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

27-08-2017 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Christian Presence in Multi Faith Society
hnizmk _lpeXbn¬ {InkvXob km∂n≤yw
OT : Daniel 1:1-21 Epistle : Acts 10:9-16
Psalm : 67 Gospel : Matthew 13:31-33
6.15 a.m. Matins (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. Matins (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
7.00 a.m. H.E. at Zion Hall
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel
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ENGLISH
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06-08-2017 Almaya Sunday
13-08-2017 Combined Service
20-08-2017 Dr. Thomas Varghese Dr. Renju Thomas
27-08-2017 Mr. Vineeth Kurian Mathew Mrs. Roshini George Ninan
03-09-2017 Mr. Vinod Das Mathew Mrs. Sally George
MALAYALAM
��� ���
���

�� ������ �

��
06-08-2017 Almaya Sunday
13-08-2017 Combined Service
20-08-2017 Mr. C.C. Cherian Kunju Mrs. Laila Jacob
27-08-2017 Mr. M.V. Daniel Mrs. Marykutty Abraham
03-09-2017 Mr. P.J. Daniel Mrs. Marykutty John

30-08-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

01-09-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

03-09-2017 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Education Sunday
Teachers - Agents of Liberation

hnZym`ymk Rmb¿
OT : Proverbs 8:1-12 Epistle : Acts 8:26-38
Psalm : 119:97-104 Gospel : Mark 6:34-44
6.15 a.m. H.E. (Tamil)
7.15 a.m. H.E. (English)
9.45 a.m. H.E. (Malayalam)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship at Zenana Chapel

06-09-2017 H.E. (English) 6.00 p.m. Wednesday

08-09-2017 H.E. (Malayalam) 7.30 a.m. Friday

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Mr. George John (ID No. G-087 – Page 267)
Flat No. 5C, SFC Standford, Choozhampala - Mukkola Road,
Mukkola P.O., Thiruvanathapuram-695 043
Landline: 2540122, Mobile No.: 96336 05538
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� All Sundays (except 13th)
Sunday School - 8 AM
Bible Study (Youth Fellowship) –
After the English Service
Prayer Meeting (Almaya
Fellowship) – After the Malayalam
Service
Hindi Service at Centenary Hall –
4.30 PM

� All Fridays
Intercessory Prayer 10.00 AM
Choir Practice (English) – 5.00 PM

� All Saturdays
Intercessory Prayer (Youth
Fellowship) -  4.30 P M
Choir Practice (Junior Choir) –
4.30 PM

!����������� ��"�"
�
Choir Practice (Malayalam) –
5.00 P M

� 12th – Saturday
Revival Meeting – 10 AM

� 19th – Saturday
Bible Study (Women’s Fellowship)
– 3.30 PM

� 23rd - Wednesday
Prison Visit (Women’s Fellowship)
2.30 PM

� 25th   - Friday
Visiting the Sick (Golden Age
Fellowship) – 9 AM

� 26th  - Saturday
House Visit (Women’s Fellowship)
– 10 AM

#������

Dr. KENNETH P. JOHN, S/o Mr. K Paulraj and Mrs.  Annamma Paulraj,
Bethel, Thirumala, Trivandrum of this Church (ID No. P-005 - Page
492) and Dr. NIJA ANNA JACOB, D/o Mr. Jacob George and Mrs.
Shiny Jacob, Ettuparayil, Edanad, Chengannur of the Mar Thoma
Church, Chengannoor, on 13th July 2017

SACHIN GEORGE VARGHESE, S/o Mr. Saji Varghese and Mrs. Anitha
Varkey, Pancikaredathu, Kannanmoola, Trivandrum-11 of this Church
(ID No. S-007 - Page 199) and NANCY V PHILIP D/o Mr. V M Philip
and Mrs. Elizabeth Jacob,  Villoth, Muppini, Edakkara, Nilambur, of
the Orthodox Church, Nilambur, on 22 July 2017

JACOB RAJAN E (88), Kanjirappallil Thottukadavil,  (ID No. J-020 -
Page 152), passed away on 1st July 2017 and was buried on 3rd July
2017

SARAMMA GEORGE (86), Puliveliparambil, (ID No. G-065 - Page 464)
passed away on 3rd July 2017 and was buried on 6th July 2017

DILEEP MATHEW (46) Sunleem (Vellappallil) (ID No. D-024 – Page
334) passed away on 20th July 2017 and was buried on 30th July
2017

PRADEEP SOUNDARARAJAN (62) Apt F 21, Yamuna Flats,
Pillaveedu Lane (ID No. P-044 – Page 10) passed away on 23rd

July 2017.

'(��"��&



TIDINGS AUGUST 2017

 

JOSHUA THOMAS MATHEW , S/o Mr. Navin Thomas and Mrs.
Tanya Susan Thomas, Malloothra on 08th July 2017  (dob: 19
April 2017)

MIRIAM SARAH FILA, D/o Dr. Marcus James Fila and Dr. Mrs.
Elizabeth Rachel Fila on 15th July 2017 (dob:20 August 2016)

$�%��
�

����!��&��#����

���� 2��� 3��� 3�)	 4� ��(�	3�' �����
06-08-2017 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Benjamin George B-014 396 2432545
4.00 PM Med Coll –Kann Mr. John Mathew  J-119 183 2449702
4.30 PM Kesavadasap. Mr. Oommen K. Mathew O-004 46  2531608
4.30 PM Pattom-Plamoo Mr. Abraham Mathew A-006 309 9497592453

12-08-2017 Saturday
5.00 PM Peroorkada Mrs. Rajamma Joseph R-006 319 2435356
13-08-2017 Sunday

4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Jacob Mathew  J-002 383 2732197
14-08-2017 Monday
5.00 PM Palay–Vazh-Thy Mr. P.C. Joseph J-158 277 3250154

20-08-2017 Sunday
12 Noon Kowdiar-Kurav. Mr. Varghese Chacko V-027 84 2720895

(Memorial Prayer in Centenary Hall)
4.00 PM Kowdiar-Kurav Mr. Daniel Varghese D-006 125 9895453198
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mr. Daniel Mathew D-008 325 2433480
4.00 PM Med Coll-Kann Mr. Samuel Mathew S-023 186 2444579
4.30 PM Kesavadasa Mr. John P. John J-089 35 9947794513

27-08-2017 Sunday
4.00 PM Peroorkada Mrs. Marykutty Koshy  M-045 372 2434636
4.30 PM Kesavadasap Mr. John Varugheese J-114 25 2541463
5.30 PM Pongumo-Sreek Mrs. Annamma Thomas A-108 439 2593118

01-09-2017 Friday
12.00 Noon Pongum-Sreek Dr. Elizabeth Mathew A-063 432 2558694

02-09-2017 Saturday
4.30 PM Nanthencode Mr. Abraham George A-019 218 2723071

03-09-2017 Sunday
4.30 PM Kesavadasap. Mr. V.M. Markose M-026 30 2540803
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hnizmk _lpeXbn¬ {InkvXob km∂n≤yw
Christian Presence in Multi Faith Society

aXNn¥ AXns‚ ]mcayØn¬ FØn\n¬°p∂ Hcp {]tXyI

kmlNcyØnemWv \mw Pohn°p∂Xv. C¥ysb t]msesbmcp aX

_lpe cmPyØv, {InkvXobkm£yw \n¿Δln°pI F∂Xv Hcp

sh√phnfnbmWv. {InkvXpaXØn¬ Xs∂ hnhn[ k`mhn`mKßƒ

Ahcnep≈ Ass\Iyw a‰p aXhnizmknIƒ hfsc Xm¬]cy

tØmSpw BImwjtbmSpw t\m°nImWp∂ AhÿbmWv

C∂p≈Xv. Hcp \yq\]£ambn \n∂psIm≠v `qan°v D∏pw, temI

Øn\v shfn®hpambn \n¬°phm≥ \ap°v km[nt°≠Xp≠v.

kw`h_lpeamb Hcp cmjv{Sob˛kmaqlnI kmlNcyØn¬

Pohn°p∂hcmb \mw, {InkvXym\nIfmbn \ΩpsS hyXykvXamb

km∂n≤yw kaqlsØ \∑bnte°v \bn°phm≥ DXIp∂XmIWw.

Our identity in this religious pluralistic society as Christians
{InkvXym\nIfmbn aX_lpe kaqlØn¬ \ΩpsS kzXzw

Hcp \yq\]£amsW¶nepw hy‡amb Hcp kzXzw (Identity),
cq]s∏SpØphm≥ \ap°v km[n®n´p≠v. cmPmdmw taml≥ dmbnsb
t]msebp≈ kmaqlnI ]cnjvI¿Øm°ƒ lnμpaXsØ i‡oIcn
°phm≥ {InkvXob aqeyßƒ D]tbmKn®ncp∂p. CXn\v DØa
DZmlcWamWv 1828 ¬ At±lw ÿm]n® {_“kamPw
{InkvXphns‚ ]Tn∏n°epIƒ Bkv]Zam°n 1820 ¬ The Percepts
of Jesus”F∂ t]cn¬ Hcp ]pkvXIhpw {]kn≤oIcn®p. {InkvXp
hns‚ ]Tn∏n°epIƒ PmXn˛aX hyXymksat\y AwKoIcn®ncp∂p
F∂Xn\v CXv Hcp i‡amb DZmlcWamWv. hnZym`ymkcwKØpw,
sXmgn¬ A`yk\ cwKØpw `cW\n¿ΔlW cwKØpw \nba
\n¿ΩmWØnepsams° Hcp {]mYanI DdhnSambn AXni‡amb
]¶v {InkvXpaXØn\v D≠v F∂Xv \sΩ kw_‘n®v A`nam\Ic
amWv. sshhn[yØn¬ AXpeyambn \n¬°phm≥ \ap°v
km[n®n´p≠v.

How do we see others ?
\mw a‰p≈hsc Fßs\ ImWp∂p ?

As∏mkvXe {]hrØnIƒ 10:9 apX¬ ]t{Xmkn\p≠mb Hcp
Z¿i\sØ∏‰n ]d™ncn°p∂p. ssZhØn\v apJ]£an√ F∂pw
Hcp a\pjys\bpw aen\t\m Aip≤t\m F∂v ]dbcpsX∂v
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]t{Xmkv ]n∂oSv sIm¿t∂teymknt\mSpw Nm¿®°mtcmSpw
kvt\lnX≥amtcmSpw ]dbp∂Xmbn XpS¿∂p≈ hmIyßfn¬ \n∂pw

\mw hmbn°p∂p (hm. 28, 34 & 35). {InkvXob aqeyßƒ ImØp

kq£n®psIm≠pw, a‰p≈hsc Dƒs°m≠psIm≠pw Hcp

Xncn®dnhns‚ PohnXssien \Ωn¬ cq]s∏tS≠Xv C∂ns‚

BhiyamWv. am\hnIXbv°v {]m[m\yw sImSpØpsIm≠v

ss{IkvXhaqeyßƒ, {InkvXpam¿§w ]n¥pScp∂XneqsS

a‰p≈hcnte°v ]Ics∏Sphm≥ CSbmIWw. CXn\mWv ss{IkvXh

km£yw F∂XneqsS Du∂¬ \¬tI≠Xv. Bcpw \Ωp°v A\yc√;

\mw \ap°pth≠n am{Xa√, a‰p≈h¿°pw th≠nbp≈hcm

sW∂p≈ t_m[yw \Ωn¬ cq]s∏tS≠XmhiyamWv.

Today’s Challenges
C∂ns‚ sh√phnfnIƒ

aXhnImcw hfsc i‡amb Hcp kaqlamWn∂p≈Xv.

{InkvXphn¬ Hcp kaqlambn, Dƒt∏mcpIƒ Ahkm\n∏n®v

H∂mtI≠ Hcp kmlNcyamWv C∂p≈Xv. aXkzmX{¥yw

]et∏mgpw sh√phnfn°s∏Sp∂p; Bcm[\m kzmX{¥yw

NnebnSßfn¬ \jvSs∏Sp∂p. C∂v \nbat`ZKXnIƒ t]mepw

\S°p∂Xv aXaqeyßƒ kwc£n°pIbpw ]p\ÿm]n°pIbpw

sNøp∂Xns‚ t]cnemWv. CXv P\ßfpsS `£W kzmX{¥ysØ

t]mepw C∂v sh√phnfn°p∂p.

{InkvXp, \∑bv°pth≠n {]bXv\n® Hcp XncpØ¬

i‡nbmbncp∂p. \nbaßfpw ]q¿ΔnI k{ºZmbßfpw sX‰mbn

hymJym\n®v, P\t{ZmlnIfmbnXo¿∂ ]coi≥amscbpw imkv{Xnam

tcbpw i‡ambn hna¿in®pw FXn¿Øpw am\hnIXbv°pw

kmtlmZcyØn\pw, {]m[m\yw \¬Ins°m≠v cq]s∏SpØnb B

alØmb PohnXssien Cu ImeL´Øns‚ BhiyamWv.

\ap°pw {InkvXp kvt\lØn¬ A[njvTnXamb Hcp \hPohnX

ssien cq]s∏SpØmw. G√mhscbpw _lpam\n°p∂, kvt\ln

°p∂, \hoIcn°p∂, cq]m¥cw hcpØp∂ B PohnXssien

cq]s∏SpØn \ΩpsS sNdnb km∂n≤yw D∏ns\t∏mse cqNn

hcpØp∂XmIphm≥ ssZhw \sΩ klmbn°s´.

dh. AeIvkv F{_lmw

)�
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THE CRUX OF RELIGION: DYNAMIC
What was the turning point in the lives of the disciples who

were ordinary men who became extraordinary men doing extraordinary
things in an extraordinary spirit? Some would say that it was the fact
of the resurrection of Jesus - this turned the tide and gave them inner
assurance and power. But while the fact of the resurrection did mentally
reassure them, it did not cleanse away the emotions of fear and
inferiority. It did not give them power and poise.

For after the resurrection it was said: “the doors being shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.” (John 20:19.) The news
of the resurrection left them still behind closed doors for fear.
Emotionally they were not cleansed from fear even after the good
news. No amount of good information could produce transformation.
Something else was needed. What was it? The answer is clear: It
was the coming of the Holy Spirit. A new Power moved into them; took
over control; cleansed the depths of them from self-centredness, fears,
inferiorities; reinforced all their natural faculties, coordinated them;
made them unified persons; and thus filled them with power and poise.

The coming of the Holy Spirit into the inner lives of a group of
men transformed them from timid believers into irresistible apostles.
Draw a line through the pages of the New Testament. On one side you
will find spiritual inadequacy and moral fumbling mixed with a good
deal of moral and spiritual adequacy and certainty - it is all very sub-
Christian. On the other side you will find spiritual adequacy, moral
certainty, power of redemptive offence, contagion, healing love,
personality a surprise to itself and others, a “plus”—it is all very
Christian.

That line runs straight through an upper room where a group
of people waited in simple confidence and prayer that the promise
that their Master made to them would be fulfilled: namely, that they
would receive a divine reinforcement with the total person and the
total group. “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” That line was the
dividing line in the moral and spiritual development of humanity. It
marked an era. Hitherto men thought that goodness was the
exceptional achievement of the exceptional man; but here the ordinary

)�
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garden variety of humanity found a contagious, powerful type of
goodness that transformed the face of humanity. And they found it,
not as the whipping up of the will in a strained effort at goodness, but
as a relaxed spontaneity from within. Goodness became their native
air, the natural output. They were naturalized in contagious goodness.
This opened up such an astonishing possibility to morally beaten
humanity that multitudes flocked into this new Fellowship where
anything that was right was possible. A strange, sober joy went across
that sad and decaying world—joy that goodness was here for the
asking, that moral victory was possible now, that guilt could be lifted
from the conscience stricken, that inner conflict could be resolved
and inner unity found, that the total person could be heightened and a
“plus” added to one, and that a Fellowship of like-souled persons gave
one a sense of belonging. It was Good News. And it worked. It was
the coming of the Spirit that wrought this momentous change. For the
crux of religion is at the place of—dynamic.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD WITHIN

The coming of the Holy Spirit within the framework of human
nature was the turning of the tide from being a victim to being a victor.
There are few doctrines more perplexing to the average man than the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit.” But the Holy Spirit in early Christianity
was not a puzzle but a power—the heartbeat of their faith.

The Holy Spirit has been lost in large measure from modern
Christianity. We are presenting a Holy-Spiritless Christianity—a
demand without a dynamic. A prominent Christian leader said that he
did not hear a sermon on the Holy Spirit until he was forty-five, and he
had attended church all his life. A note has dropped out. I read a book
entitled Come, Holy Spirit, Come, and the only reference in the book
to the Holy Spirit was at the end of one sermon: “Come, Holy Spirit,
come and dwell with us.” That was all. It was a title and not a teaching,
a label and not a life. In an exposition of preaching values in the Acts
up to the sixty-fifth page the Holy Spirit was not mentioned. Pentecost
had been skirted. It was all very brilliant, but it was moonlight instead
of sunlight.

Why is it that we celebrate Christmas, Good Friday, and
Easter—the birth, the crucifixion, and the rising of Jesus—and yet we
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pass over the celebration of the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, the
birthday of the Church? Are we more conscious of God with us—the
incarnation of Jesus, than of God in us - the Indwelling Spirit? Rufus
Jones remarks that by the time the creeds were written all they could
say was: “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” At great length they outlined the
facts of the life of Jesus—the Incarnation—but the Divine Indwelling
was mentioned as a belief, a belief instead of an experience. Here is
where our faith is faint and anaemic. It lacks the red blood of the
Spirit’s life within our pulses. For the Holy Spirit is God in action. He is
God where it counts—within us. The Holy Spirit is the cutting edge of
redemption: He works within, where life is decided.

THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES POWER AND POISE

The Holy Spirit is the missing note in much of present-day
Christianity. This was not true in early Christianity. The Holy Spirit
was the dynamic by which it was propelled. You couldn’t tell where
the early apostles ended and the Holy Spirit began. The human spirit
and the divine Spirit had joined forces and seem to be coterminous.
And yet the human was not swamped in the divine. It was heightened
and released by the divine Indwelling. The Holy Spirit within gave both
power and poise.

Suppose there had been no Holy Spirit? Just what kind of
Christianity would have faced the world? It would have been the four
Gospels without the Upper Room and the coming of the Spirit. Let us
glance at the way the Gospels end: Mark ends at chapter 16, verse 8:
“For they were afraid.” The rest has been added by later writers, so
the scholars tell us. Suppose the gospel had ended on that note: “for
they were afraid.” And that isn’t a supposition, for this is what we find
in John’s Gospel: “The doors being shut where the disciples ere, for
fear of the Jews” (20:19). Although the resurrection had taken place,
yet they were bound by inward fears, and the closed doors were the
outer expression of their tied-up condition. Their emotions were stirred
by the news of the resurrection of Jesus, but those emotions were not
changed from fear to all-conquering faith. No mere event outside of
us, however great, can take the place of an indwelling of God, the
Holy Spirit within us. Only an Indwelling can rid us of indwelling fears.
The Church today is largely there—behind closed doors for fear.
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A Holy-Spiritless Christianity in Ephesus. When Paul arrived
here, he sensed a central lack, so his first question was: “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ And they said, ‘No, we
have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit “(Acts 19:2). There
were twelve men in that group, and without the Holy Spirit. Their spiritual
leader, Apollos, was the picture of a present-day highly trained city
pastor: “He was an eloquent man, well versed in the scriptures . . . ,
though he knew only the baptism of John.” (18:24-25.) He knew the
outer baptism, not the inner. The result was refined ineffectuality. The
other Twelve, filled with the Spirit, were turning the world upside down.

FROM IMPOSITION, TO IMITATION, TO INDWELLING

It is impossible to designate well-defined eras in humanity,
but in general the stages may be marked as: (a) The Old Testament
Stage—the childhood stage. (b) The age of the Incarnation—the youth
stage. (c) The age of the Spirit—the mature stage. In the age of the
Spirit the authority moves into the centre of our beings, and we do
from within what was demanded from without. We are not compelled,
but impelled. In the Old Testament stage religion was an imposition, a
Law, in the incarnation stage religion was an imitation, trying to do
what Jesus was doing; in the age of the Spirit religion is an indwelling,
a spontaneous imperative from within. So religion passes from
imposition to imitation to indwelling. To put the three stages another
way: God the Father is God for us; God the Son is God with us; God
the Spirit is God in us. I cannot be satisfied with “for”, nor with “with”,
nor only with “in”. God the Father is the Creator; God the Son is the
Redeemer; God the Spirit is the Creator-Redeemer within.

The Father’s love, the divine intention; the Son’s approach,
the divine invasion; the Spirit’s coming, the divine indwelling. God dwelt
in a holy temple, then in a holy Person; now He dwells in us who want
to be holy. God in the Old Testament is Light; God in Jesus is Life;
God in us is Power. Each time He comes closer, until finally “He
comes to the ultimate place—within. Authority is never authority until
it is within. But when the authority is within, and when that authority is
the Holy Spirit, then it must be spelled Authority.

A RELIGION OF THE SPIRIT
The Christian faith is a religion of the Spirit. Jesus was conceived of
the Spirit; the Spirit descended on Him at the Baptism. He was led of
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the Spirit into the wilderness, came out in the power of the Spirit,
began by saying, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” He cast out evil
spirits by the Spirit of God, was offered up as a sacrifice through the
Eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14). He was raised by the Spirit of holiness
(Rom. 1:4); He issued commandments by the Holy Spirit after His
Resurrection; He said John baptized with water, but He would baptize
with the Spirit; the Church was born of the Spirit at Pentecost; the
whole of the Christian faith is a “ministration of the Spirit” (II Cor. 3:8,
KJV). Only those led by the Spirit of God are the children of God
(Rom. 8:14); we are made into His image from glory to glory by the
Spirit (II Cor. 3:18); the group forms a habitation of God in the Spirit
(Eph. 2:22). He guides us into all truth; we are given power by His
Spirit in the inner man (Eph. 3:16). The fruits of our Christian lives are
fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22); our mortal bodies are quickened by the
Spirit dwelling in us (Rom. 8:11). The law of the Spirit of life delivers us
from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2); we receive power to witness
to Jesus when the Spirit comes upon us. From first to last the Christian
faith is a religion of the Spirit.

JESUS BAPTIZES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

St. John, the Baptist struck two vital notes about this Coming One:
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”
(1:29), and “he . . . baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (1:33). Here are the
two characteristic things in the Christian gospel: clearing the way
between man and God, by the atonement; clearing the way between
man and himself, by the Indwelling. One is atonement, the other is
attunement. We need to get right with God and to get right with
ourselves, to be at one with God and at one with ourselves. The Christian
gospel makes it possible to live with God and to live with ourselves,
therefore with others. If you won’t live with God, you can’t live with
yourself, and hence you can’t live with others. The gospel makes you
live—in every direction and in every portion of your being. It makes
you alive. John says that the special baptism which Jesus gave was
the baptism of the Spirit. John specialized in the baptism of water: “I
came baptizing with water.” (1:31.) But Jesus specialized in the
baptism of the Spirit: He “baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” He never
baptized with water; He saved himself to give the “one baptism” with
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the Spirit. He was to usher in the era of the Spirit, where God works in,
and from within, us.

“LIFE LIMITED”

Jesus said “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.). We would define this birth of
the Spirit as that change, gradual   or sudden, by which we who are
the children of the first birth, through a physical birth into a physical
world, become children of the second birth, through a spiritual birth
into a spiritual world, by the power of the Holy Spirit, who applies the
grace of Christ to us within. Humanity is thus divided into the once-
born and the twice-born. Just as you have to have brains to enter the
kingdom of knowledge, an aesthetic nature to enter the kingdom of
beauty, an emotional nature to enter the kingdom of love, so you have
to have a spiritual birth to enter into a spiritual world—the Kingdom of
God. And Jesus said this, not to the gutter type, but to the good type.
He said it to a religious Pharisee: “You must be born anew.” If he
needed it, then we all need it.

THE SPIRIT CONTROLLED PERSON
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22.) Note that they begin
with “love” and end with “self-control”. The Christian method of self-
control is, not to sit on yourself in a vain endeavour to keep yourself
under control, but to express yourself under the law of love—you love
God supremely, and then every other lesser love falls into its place
naturally and normally. You are only self-controlled when you are Spirit-
controlled. Then every faculty, every passion, every desire, is directed
towards the ends for which it is created; and therefore the person is a
harmonized person, a fulfilled person, as well as a full person. Paul
adds: “Against such there is no law” (5:23); there is no law, there is
only a liberty —a liberty to express yourself. Ernest F. Scott, the
great New Testament scholar, says, “It is not too much to say that
Paul was the first man in history who was really free.” He was really
free for “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (II Cor.3:17)—
freedom to be at your best. And yet, while we are free, we are under
the deepest exactions ever laid upon the human spirit; for you cannot
think a thought, resolve a thing, or even long for anything with the
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Spirit’s intimate approval or disapproval. What bondage! And yet what
freedom!

HOW TO POSESS THE FULNESS OF THE SPIRIT

PENTECOST: HERE AND NOW

Andrew Murray says: “We want to get possession of the power and
use it. God wants to get possession of us and use us.” You can see
the difference in the disciples: before Pentecost they possessed the
Spirit, but after Pentecost the Spirit possessed them. This refinement
of purpose is decisive, for if we still hope to use God in purposes of
the self, individual or collective, then we wonder why religion doesn’t
work. We try to work it for wrong purposes.

 Until this national egotism was cleansed out of the disciples,
God could not let the Spirit come. It took them ten days to get to the
end of themselves and their nationalistic egoism. For ten days they
tarried, not to make God willing, but to get themselves in a place
where God could give His best—the Holy Spirit. The time limit was
theirs, not God’s. If in ten minutes they had offered their all, then His
all would have come. In ten minutes, or ten seconds, if we say “Yes”
with our all behind it, then Pentecost is present—now.

{Bishop Joshua Chiu Banit, the Anglican Bishop of Singapore
(1966-1982) experienced the fullness of the Spirit while bathing. He
wrote a book on this experience entitled “9 O’CLOCK IN THE
MORNING”}

This article is a collection of selected portions from Dr. Stanley Jones’
famous book of meditation “THE WAY TO POWER AND POISE”.

{Selected and presented by the Very Rev Matthew Matthew}

DEACON ORDINATION
The ordination of our Assistant Mr. Jess Mathew
will be conducted at the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kottayam
at 09:30 am on Friday, 18th August 2017.  Please uphold
him in prayer.
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01-Aug Roby Jacob Daniel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-074

M T Eapen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) E-005
02-Aug George Varkey (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-033

Mani  M J (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-006
03-Aug Joy C Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-006

Mithran K Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-097
04-Aug Aju Daniel Solomon (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-055
06-Aug Eisen Thomas Abraham (  Dr &  Mrs  ) E-011

Rajan P Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-011
07-Aug Renju Modayil (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-072
10-Aug M K Alex (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-060

Joseph S (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-150
Remin Daniel (  Mr &  Dr  ) R-050

12-Aug Binil George Abraham (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-031
14-Aug Prem Joseph Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-038
15-Aug V P Philip (  Dr &  Mrs  ) P-018
15-Aug Rajan George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-007

Shabu Itty (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-050
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Shaji Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-053
16-Aug Biju Thomas John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-024

Mathew George (  Mr &  Dr  ) M-069
Mohan Kuruvilla (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-099
Prem Mathew Kurien (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-037
Saji  George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-003

17-Aug Mathew Oommen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-070
A Viswasaraj (  Rev &  Mrs  ) V-041

18-Aug Abraham A V (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-008
Alexander John Varghese (  Mr &  Dr  ) A-065
Arun Jacob (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-125
Biju  Johnson Mathews (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-025
Binu George John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-040
M Gnanasekaran (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-086

18-Aug Kuruvilla Kurian K (  Mr &  Mrs  ) K-044
Mathew T Itty (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-081
Sushil Thomas Cheriyan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-125
Yohan Chandy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) Y-001
Alex Daniel (  Mr &  Mrs  ) D-012

19-Aug Satheesh J Philip (  Dr &  Mrs  ) S-128
20-Aug Albin  Jose (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-057

Joseph Philip (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-153
Radeep Jacob Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-073
Tinju Philip (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-062

21-Aug Alexander M Philip (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-062
John Mathew P (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-124
C C Mathai (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-051
Vivek  Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-002

22-Aug Isaac Itty (  Mr &  Mrs  ) I-005
Philip Benjamin Moffat (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-025

22-Aug Pradeep  Isaac (  Mr &  Mrs  ) P-031
Shibu Thomas (  Dr &  Mrs  ) S-060
Vinod John Kurian (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-039

23-Aug Mathew Karackal Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-060
24-Aug Babu Mathew P (  Dr &  Mrs  ) B-001

BinjuVarughese Kuruvilla (  Rev &  Dr  ) B-032
Jacob S Mathew (  Dr &  Dr  ) J-039
Jerry Alex Thomas (  Dr &  Dr (Mrs)  ) J-065
Saju John Mathews (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-013
Arvin Kurian Ponnat (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-122
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25-Aug George Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-037
Sajeev S J (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-002
Sam C James (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-019
D Soman John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-073
Sugukutty M Korulla (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-097
V J Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) T-072

26-Aug Abraham Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-020
Beju Joseph (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-010
Binu Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-034
T P Jacob (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-023
Joseph Samuel (  Rev &  Mrs  ) J-182
RejiEapenChandy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-035
Reji George (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-037
P A Roy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-060

27-Aug Benjamin Mathew (  Mr &  Mrs  ) B-015
George Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-040
George K J (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-050
George T Cherian (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-057
Jacob Rajan E (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-020
John  Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-125
Manjit G J (  Mr &  Dr  ) M-010
Roshan Kurien John (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-056

28-Aug K George Mathen (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-001
John Varughese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-114
Renlee T Raju (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-044

29-Aug Anil Stephen Jones (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-089
Anish Cherian (  Mr &  Mrs  ) A-094
Cherian Kunju C C (  Mr &  Mrs  ) C-021
Cheriyan Thomas (  Dr &  Dr  ) C-022
P George Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) G-003
Mathew Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) M-087

30-Aug G Joseph  Antony (  Prof Dr &  Mrs  ) J-079
John Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) J-118
Rajeev Koshy Thomas (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-012
Reuben Daniel Koshy (  Mr &  Mrs  ) R-046
Sunil  C  Behanan (  Mr &  Mrs  ) S-109
K KTharian (  Mr &  Mrs  ) T-008
Vinod Varghese (  Mr &  Mrs  ) V-035

31-Aug Ajoy Mathew Varghese (  Dr &  Dr  ) A-053
Icy Abraham (  Mr &  Mrs  ) I-001
P Wilson Jeyasingh (  Mr &  Mrs  ) W-004
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