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Beloved in Christ, 

Greetings to you all in the precious name of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Life has become difficult. Maybe like me you 
are also sick of home quarantine and of all the 
depressing news around. We have heard so 
much of coronavirus that we cannot handle the 
depression and the gloom that comes along 
with it. The whole world has changed and with-
in days the world economy has come to a 
standstill. It ’s in midst of this crisis we are ap-
proaching this year ’s Easter. The Hope of East-
er stands out for these difficult times.  

The greatest and most thrill ing fact of human 

history is the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 

Cross and the Resurrection are linked together. 

Without Resurrection, the Cross is meaningless. 

Cross is the symbol of victory because of Res-

urrection. We often give importance to the say-

ings of Jesus on the Cross. Here I would like to 

emphasize on what Jesus said after he rose 

from the dead. First, He said “Fear 

not” (Matthew 28: 10), this is the promise that is 

the need of this hour. Hold onto it tightly, no 

matter what is going on around us, Jesus is 

saying to each one of us Fear not.  

Ref lect ions  
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Luke 24: 36 “Peace to you”, it is the Assurance of 

deep peace that Jesus has promised. He re-

peats it again and again, Fear not and do not 

be afraid. Why not? Because He lives. We 

need not be afraid of death or any disaster. As 

Jesus triumphed, so we too  will. Today in this 

present scenario Words of our Lord Jesus are 

more relevant than ever before.  

Easter 2020 is fil led with Hope for those who 

Love and Believe in Him. (Psalm 23: 4) “Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me. 

Your rod and your staff they comfort  me”. 

May God bless you all.  

Johnson John Achan . 

കർത്താവിൽ പ്രിയരേ, 

കർത്താവായ രയശുപ്കിസ്തു വിന്റെ നാമത്തിൽ 
ഏവർക്ുും സ്രനഹ വന്ദനും. 

ജീവിതും ഇന്ന് ദുഷ്കേും ആയിന്റക്ാണ്ടിേിക്ുന്നു 
എന്റന്നരപാന്റെ നിങ്ങൾ ഏവേുും വീട്ടിനുള്ളിൽ ഇേുന്ന് 
ജീവിതും മടുപായിന്റക്ാണ്ടിേിക്ുന്നു. എല്ലാ നിോശ 
കേമായ വാർത്തകളുും അതിന ്ആക്ും കൂട്ടുന്നു. ഈ 
സമയങ്ങളിന്റെ വാർത്തകൾ രെതുും നന്റെ 
നിോശയിൽ നിന്ന് നിോശയിരെക്ുും, 
ആശയക്ുഴപത്തിരെക്ുും ന്റകാണ്ട ് എത്തിക്ുന്നു. 
രൊകും മുഴുവനുും സാമ്പത്തിക തകർച്ചയുന്റടയുും  
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ജീവിതങ്ങൾ  നിശ്ചെമായി  രരാകുന്ന  

സാഹചേയങ്ങന്റളക്ുറിച്ചുള്ള വാർത്തകളുന്റടയുും 
ഇടയിൊണ് നാും ഈ വർഷും ഈസ്റ്റർ 
ആര ാഷിക്ുന്നത്. ഇവിന്റടയാണ് ഉയർപിന്റെ 
പ്രതയാശ ആശവാസമായി മാറുന്നത്.  

മനുഷയചേിപ്തത്തിന്റെ ഏറ്റവുും വെിയ യാഥാർഥയമാണ് 

പ്കിസ്തു വിന്റെ മേണവുും ഉയിർപുും. കാൽവേി കുേിശുും 

ഉയിർപുും ഇണ രചർന്നിേിക്ുന്നു ഉയിർപ് ഇല്ലാത്ത കുേിശ് 

അർത്ഥ ഹീനമാണ്. കുേിശ് വിജയത്തിന്റെ അടയാളമായി 

മാറുന്നത് പ്കിസ്തു വിന്റെ ഉയിർപ് മൂെമാണ്. 

 പ്കിസ്തു വിന്റെ പ്കൂശിന്റെ ന്റമാഴികൾക് ് നാും രാോളും 

പ്രാരാനയും നൽകുന്നു. ഈ എഴുത്തിെൂന്റട ഞാൻ 

രറയുവാൻ ആപ്രഹിക്ുന്നത് ഉയർന്റത്തഴുരന്നറ്റ പ്കിസ്തു  

ശിഷയരോട് രറഞ്ഞ് വാക്ുകളാണ്.  

മത്തായി 28: 10 “ഭയപ്പെടേണ്ട” ഈ വാഗ്ദാനും ഈ 

കാെയളവിൽ വളന്റേയരികും പ്രാരാനയും കൽപിക്ുന്നു. 

ഈ വാഗ്ദാനും ദിനവുും മുറുന്റകരിടിക്ുക. എന്റതാന്റക് 

ചുറ്റുരാടിൽ സുംഭവിച്ചാെുും പ്കിസ്തു  നരൊട് രറയുന്നത് 

ഭയപ്പെടേണ്ട എന്നുമാപ്തും.  

ലൂടകാസ് 24: 36 “സമാധാനം നിങ്ങട ാേുകൂപ്പേ” 

പ്കിസ്തു  ഉറപുനൽകുന്നത് സമാരാനമാണ്. ഇത് രെ 

പ്രാവശയും പ്കിസ്തു  രറയുന്നതായി തിേുവചനും നന്റെ 

ഓർപിക്ുന്നു. അങ്ങന്റനന്റയങ്കിൽ എതുന്റകാണ്ട് നാും 

ഭയന്റപരടണ്ട? 

കാേണും പ്കിസ്തു  ഉയർന്റത്തഴുരന്നറ്റതിനാൽ നാും 

ഭയന്റപരടണ്ട. പ്കിസ്തു  ജയാളി ആയതുരരാന്റെ 

നാമുുംവിശവാസത്താൽ ഇവയിൽനിന്ന് എല്ലാും വിജയും    
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പ്രാരിക്ുും.  ഇന്നന്റത്ത രൊകസാഹചേയത്തിൽ 

പ്കിസ്തു വിന്റെ വാക്ുകൾ എക്ാെരത്തക്ാളുും പ്രസക് തും 
ആണ്.  പ്കിസ്തു വിൽ വിശവസിക്ുന്നവർക്് 2020ന്റെ 

ഈസ്റ്റർ പ്രതയാശയുും സരതാഷവുും പ്രരാനും ന്റചയ്ുും.  

കൂേിേുൾതാഴ്വേയിൽ കൂടി നടന്നാെുും ഞാൻ ഒേു 

അനർത്ഥവുും ഭയന്റപടുകയില്ല; നീ എരന്നാടുകൂന്റട 

ഇേിക്ുന്നുവരല്ലാ; നിന്റെ വടിയുും രകാെുും എന്റന്ന 

ആശവസിപിക്ുന്നു. 

എല്ലാവന്റേയുും കർത്താവ് അനുപ്രഹിക്ന്റട്ട എന്ന് 

പ്രാർത്ഥിക്ുന്നു.  

പ്രാർത്ഥനരയാന്റട  

ട ാൺസൺ ട ാൺ അച്ഛൻ 

(Isa 26:20) എന്റെ  ജനരമ , വന്നു  നിന്റെ  അറകളിൽ  

കടന്നു  വാതിെുകന്റള  അന്റടക് ; രപ്കാരും  

കടന്നുരരാകുരവാളും  അല്പരനേരത്തക്ു  ഒളിച്ചിേിക് . 

(Exo 15:26) നിന്റെ വദവമായ യരഹാവയുന്റട വാക്ു നീ 

പ്ശദ്ധരയാന്റട രകട്ടു അവന്നു പ്രസാദമുള്ളതു ന്റചയ്കയുും 

അവന്റെ കല്പനകന്റള അനുസേിച്ചു അവന്റെ സകെ 

വിരികളുും പ്രമാണിക്യുും ന്റചയ്താൽ ഞാൻ 

മിപ്സയീമയർക്ുും വേുത്തിയ വയാരികളിൽ ഒന്നുും 

നിനക്ു വേുത്തുകയില്ല; ഞാൻ നിന്റന്ന ന്റസൌഖ്യമാക്ുന്ന 

യരഹാവ ആകുന്നു എന്നു അേുളിന്റച്ചയ്തു. 

(Mic 6:8) മനുഷയാ, നല്ലതു എന്റതന്നു അവൻ നിനക്ു 

കാണിച്ചു തന്നിേിക്ുന്നുനയായും പ്രവർത്തിപാനുും 

ദയാതല്പേനായിേിപാനുും നിന്റെ വദവത്തിന്റെ 

സന്നിരിയിൽ താഴ്മരയാന്റട നടപാനുും അല്ലാന്റത 

എതാകുന്നു യരഹാവ നിരന്നാടു രചാദിക്ുന്നതു? 

ബൈൈി ിൽ നിന്നുള്ള ആശ്വാസകരമായ വാകുകൾ 
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March 2020  has been the most difficult month for us all 

in our living memory. No period of time in our lives  has 

been so traumatic like the one we experience today. We 

are asked to remain within the four walls of our homes, 

not allowed to venture out freely as our freedom of 

movement is curtailed by ‘lockdown ’ restrictions imposed 

by the government. We are fighting an unseen enemy 

who is present everywhere. Worship places are closed 

down, funerals are conducted and attended by only 

Achens and close family members, marriages and festivals  

are postponed or cancelled, the list is endless. This is 

the time for us to reaffirm our faith in the living God, to 

look into the Word of God for reassurance and seek  

protection from above from this pandemic. As we practise  

‘social distancing’, let us learn to walk ‘closer to Him ’ 

who holds our hand in times of fear and despair.  

Tidings: 

 We are unable to print April issue for obvious reasons 

and hence we try to communicate with the members 

through our WhatsApp group of Christ church and 

through our Website: http://www.csichristchurch.org/tidings/  

Surveillance Cameras and Centenary Hall face-lift:  

The work which we started in earnest to complete by end 

of March has been put on hold halfway through because 

of the lockdown.  

News & Notes 

http://www.csichristchurch.org/tidings/
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City Mission—Hindi Worship Group: 

Mission work among the Hindi speaking migrant labourers, 

which is part of the City Mission project, conducted as a 

joint activity with the Indian Evangelical Mission (IEM), 

has been going on for the last 6 years. Mr. Abhaya Kumar 

has been leading and guiding the migrant labourers  

during this period. On the 8th of March immediately after 

the English divine service, for which Rev. Dr. Raja Singh 

El ias General  Secretary IEM was the preacher,  we  

renewed the agreement for a period of another 3 years.  

Monthly Subscription: 

Madhya Kera la Diocese has EXTENDED 2019/2020 

f inanc ia l  year  for  Church Subscr ipt ion payment and 

other  dues f rom 31st  March 2020 to 30th  May 2020 

due to  COVID 19 nat ionwide lockdown.   

Worship Services:  

All Services are cancelled during the period of the  

lockdown, means even the Holy Week Serv ices are  

affected. On Sunday 22nd March we could broadcast a 

short service through YouTube with the help of a few 

members  and las t  Sunday (29
th

 March)  we  cou ld  

broadcast an audio Worship Service through our Christ 

Church WhatsApp group. The Vicar is hoping that he will 

be able to conduct all Holy Week Services, both in  

English and Malayalam, through the same medium for 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.  
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Morning Devotions: 

Our Vicar has been giving daily Meditational Talk 

through Church  WhatsApp which has been a great 

source of blessing and inspiration for all of us during this 

uncertain and d i f f i cu l t  per iod .  We thank  our  Achen  

fo r  h is  dedication and care for all our members.  

Let  us  keep a l l  our  members  in  our   prayer  and 

f i rmly be l ieve the good Lord wi l l  spare us and the 

wor ld  f rom th is  menace.   

George Ninan  

Secretary.  

 Rev. Mathai John (ID M - 049, page 42) 

p ass ed  a wa y  o n  7 t h  Ma r ch  202 0  an d  

the funeral was held on the 10th of March 2020.  

 Mrs. Sosamma K S (ID J - 088, page 509) 

passed away on  22 n d  March 2020 and 

the funeral was held on the 23rd of March 2020.  

 Mrs. Saramma Philip (ID S- 044, page 295) 

passed away on  27th  March  2020 and  

the funeral was held on the 28
th

 of March 2020.  

 Mr. M Mani  ( ID M -  005,  page 249) 

passed a w a y  o n  31st M a r c h  2 0 2 0  a n d  

the funeral was held on the 31st of March 2020.  

O B I T U A R Y  
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09-04-2020  Maundy Thursday  

 Christ the Life Giving Bread   

 ക്കിസ് തു:   ീവ  അെം   

 OT:   Exodus 12: 12 - 20 Psalm 116:  

 Epistle:  1 Corinthians 11: 23 - 29 Gospel: John 6: 47 - 58 

10-04-2020 Good Friday    വലിയ  വവള്ളിയാഴ്ച  

 Cross:  Sel f  Giv ing  Love   

 ക്കൂശ്്:  സവയം നല്കു ന്ന സ്ടനഹം   

 OT:       Isaiah 52: 13 – 53: 12 Psalm 22:  

 Epistle: 1 Peter 2: 21 - 25  Gospel: Mark 15: 22 - 41 

11-04-2020 Holy Saturday     വിശുദ്ധ ശനി  

 Hope for  the New Life  

 പുതു ീവ  ക്പതയാശ്  

 OT:   Daniel 12: 1 - 4  Psalm 4: 

 Epistle:  1 Peter 4: 12 - 19 Gospel: Matthew 27: 62 – 66 

12-04-2020 Easter Sunday     ഉയിർപ്പു  ഞായർ  

 Resurrect ion : Celebrat ing Li fe  in  Jesus  

 പുനരുത്ഥാനം: ടയശ്ുവിൽ  ീവ  ആട ാഷം  

 OT:     1 Kings 17: 17 - 24  Psalm 118: 1 – 4, 14 – 17 

 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15: 42 - 58 Gospel: Luke 24: 1 – 12 

19-04-2020 1
st

 Sunday after Easter ഉയിർപ്പിനു പിമ്പ് ഒന്ാാം ഞായർ 

  Aff irmat ion of  Christ  as Lord and God  

  കർത്താവും ബൈവവ മുായി ക്കിസ് തുവിപ്പന അംഗീകരികുക 

  OT:     Exodus 3: 13 - 17  Psalm 93:  

  Epistle: Colossians 1: 15 - 23 Gospel: John 20: 24 - 29 

Almanac  



TIDINGS  APRIL 2020 

 11 

26-04-2020 2
nd

 Sunday after Easter     ഉയിർെിനു പിമ്പ് രണ്ടാം ഞായർ 

  Invi tat ion to Christ ’s  Responsibi l i ty  

  
ക്കിസ് തുവി  ആതിഥ്യത്തിടലക്  

  OT:    Genesis 18: 1 – 10   Psalm 15: 

  Epis t le :  Hebrews 13: 1 – 8   Gospel: John 21: 1 – 14 

01-05-2020 World Labour Day      അഖിലടലാകപ്പതാഴിലാ ി  ൈിനം  

  Joseph the Carpenter  

  മരെണികാരനായ  ട ാസഫ്  

  OT:    Genesis 1: 26 – 2: 3   Psalm 15: 

  Epis t le :  2 Thessalonians 3: 6 – 15 Gospel: John 5: 1 – 10 

03-05-2020 3
r d

 Sunday after Easter    ഉയിർെിനു പിമ്പ് ഞായർ  

  Communion wi th  the Risen Chr ist  in  Dai ly  L i fe  

  ബൈനംൈിന   ീവിതത്തിൽ പുനരുത്ഥാനം  

  പ്പെയ് ത  ക്കിസ് തുവുമായുള്ള സംസർഗ്ഗം  

  OT: Exodus 40: 34 - 38  Psalm 23:  

 Epistle: Philippians 3: 8 - 16  Gospel: Luke 24: 13 – 33 

S e l e c t e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  b o o k s  o f  m e d i t a t i o n s  
w r i t t e n  b y  Dr Stanley Jones enti t led IN CHRIST .  

The phrase "In Christ"  or its equivalent is found 172 times in 
the New Testament. St Paul the greatest interpreter of 
Christ ianity, saw that this was the ult imate phrase, div iding 
all  humanity into two classes "In Christ"  and "Out of 
Christ"  

Those in Christ have eternal l i fe,  those out of Christ have 
e t e r n a l  d e a t h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  
d i v i d es .  In Christ there is no other div ision l ike Jew and 
Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, bond and free, man and woman.  

All  are one new creation in Christ .  

Thought for the month 
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Renewal of the partnership with IEM for the work 
among migrant workers as part of our City mission Project. 

3 migrant workers who publicly confessed their faith in 

the Saviour Jesus Christ  along with those who guided 

them and other members of the worship group. 
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JESUS CHRIST IS THE KING OF PEACE   

Prior to His departure, Jesus uttered these words to His disciples, “Peace I leave with 
you, My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”               (John 14: 27 NIV). 

The above verse tel ls us the idea of Peace of God. 

However, for the world the idea of peace is different from 

the peace the King of Peace promised. If violence can be 

removed from this world and every nation in this world 

wholeheartedly aspire and achieve   a peaceful society, we 

do not need the United Nations and we need not measure 

Global Peace Index; such society then will become livable 

with freedom and happiness. But the reality is the more the 

nations try the less the peace among world nations.  

Global Peace Index (GPI) measures the relative position of 

nations' and regions' peacefulness. In the past decade, the 

GPI has presented trends of increased global violence and 

less peacefulness. The present situation continues to be 

the same.  

Long-term findings of the 2017 GPI include a less peaceful 

world over the past decade, a 2.14 per cent deterioration in 

the global level of peace in the past decade, growing 

inequality in peace between the most and least peaceful 

countries, a long-term reduction in the GPI Militarization 

domain, and a widening impact of terrorism, with historically 

high numbers of people killed in terrorist incidents over the 

past 10 years. 

Many religions believe in world peace. The United Nations 

were created to make world peace. Many theorists, however, 

believe that humans were born to be violent and preventing 

it would not be possible because it is in their nature . 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2014.27
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In the Book of Genesis two brothers Cain and Abel the first 

two sons of Adam and Eve are mentioned. Cain, the 

firstborn, was a farmer, and his brother Abel was a shep-

herd. The brothers made sacrifices to God, each of  his 

own produce, but God favored Abel's  sacrifice instead of 

Cain's. This infuriated Cain and he killed his brother, and this is 

the genesis of first violence. When confronted by God, Cain had 

the audacity to tell God “How should I know? Am I his baby 

sitter (Genesis 4: 9 Message). The world has not changed since then 

one bit. 

Now if we read Genesis 6, we read that ‘The Lord saw how 

great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human 

heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had 

made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply 

troubled.  

This situation has not changed and we continue to live in a 

violent world. To save the violent world God sent His son 

Jesus Christ as the Prince of Peace. In Isaiah we read 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” John 3: 16 we read “God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever  

believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. ” 

In a world full of war and violence, it ’s difficult to see how 

Jesus could be the all-powerful God who acts in human his-

tory and be the embodiment of peace. But physical safety 

and political harmony don’t necessarily reflect the kind of 

peace He’s talking about (John 14:27). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.27
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In our sinful state, we are enemies with God (Romans 

5:10) .  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 

in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us” (Romans 5:8) . Because of Christ ’s sacrif ice, we 

are restored to a relationship of peace with God 

(Romans 5:1).  This is the deep, abiding peace be-

tween our hearts and our Creator that cannot be tak-

en away (John 10:27,28)  and the ultimate fulf i l lment 

of Christ ’s work as “Prince of Peace. ”  

Knowing that Jesus Christ is not only the Prince and 

Ruler of Peace but also the King of Peace gives us 

the confidence under any circumstances that we do 

not have to fear the present and the future. He gives 

His peace to those who accept i t  as a result of the 

Holy Spirit  working in their l ives. Jesus Christ, who is 

the King of Peace, does not give us the same peace 

that this world gives., the peace that God gives us is 

the state of being confident in knowing that He is in 

full  control.  

In John 12:  12 -16,  we read the account of Jesus ’  tr ium-

phal entry into Jerusalem riding on a donkey ’s colt 

and a mult i tude of people came out to meet Him 

spreading palm branches while shouting, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

The King of Israel! ”. 

This event is the fulf i l lment of the first coming of Je-

sus as prophesied in Zechariah 9:9 . And if we continue 

to read Zechariah 9:10, 11 ,  we read about the prophecy 

on Jesus ’  second coming which is yet to come.  

In  Scr iptures among other Scr iptures,  we could see  
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clearly the attr ibutes given to Jesus as not only the 

“King of Righteousness” but also the “King of Peace.”  

The King of Peace has the authority to pardon or for-

give us from our sins (Mat 9:6) . To emphasize authority 

of the son of God, Jesus forgives and heals a para-

lyzed man that was brought to Him, He said to the 

man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven. ” I t  

could have been easier for Jesus to say, “Get up, take 

your mat and go home. ” But He did this to make 

known to them that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to pardon sins (v.6)  and He does pardon our 

sins!.  

Several passages are there in New Testament where 

we see Jesus Christ healing the lame man by pardon-

ing his sins. Sickness, however, is part of l i fe in this 

fallen world as a result of our collective rebellion 

against God. Whether sin is associated or not with the 

sickness of men, one thing is for sure; and that is Je-

sus our King of Peace has been given the authority to 

forgive our sins.  

The nature of God is to forgive. God made numerous 

prophecies that a Messiah would come into the world. 

If  people believed those prophecies, they were saved 

by grace through faith. They looked forward in faith to 

the Messiah coming as we look back in faith that He 

came. Old and New  Testament believers are both 

saved by looking to Christ in faith, but from opposite 

sides of the cross. People in the Old Testament were 

saved by believing Jesus would come, l ike we ’re 

saved by believing Jesus came.  
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Th e  K ing  o f  Peac e  en r i c hes  ou r  l i ve s ,  ( 2  C o r  8 : 9 )  

a nd  He  a b id es  i n  us  du r i ng  t r i a l s   -  t he  K i ng  o f  

Pe ace  ne i t he r  aba ndo n  us  o r  l e ave s  H i s  p eop l e  

(  H e b  1 3 :  5 ) ,  He  c o mfo r t s  u s  i n  t r o ub les  -  T he  

K i ng  o f  Pea ce  i s  ou r  c omfo r t  an d  ou r  r e s t i ng  

p la ce  ( 2  C o r  1 :  3  -  4 ) .  He  ens u re s  us  H i s  L ov e  -  

Th e  K ing  o f  Peac e  g i v es  us  d i v i n e  a ssu ran ce  o f  

Hi s  ev e r l a s t i ng  l ov e  ( J o h n  1 5 : 1 3 ) .  We  a r e  a l so  se -

c u re  i n  t he  l ov e  o f  God  b eca use  we  h av e  b ecome  

a n  he i r  and  l eg i t i ma te  s on  to  o u r  h eav en l y  Fa -

t he r  ( R o m a n s  8 :  1 7 ) .  

To sum it up, Jesus Christ the King of Peace:  

P  –  ardons our sins  

E  –  nriches our l ives  

A  –  bides in us in tr ials  

C  –  omforts us in troubles  

E  –  nsures us His love  

(adopted from Jess Cortez) 

 

J ohn  Sa mue l  P   

ID J-098 

T a i l  P e a c e :  W e  a r e  
b e i ng  wa r ne d  th a t  
t he  p a t i en ce  o f  God  
w i l l  n o t  c o n t i n u e  
f o r ev e r  as  we  s ee  i n  
the present  CORONA  
V I RUS a t t ack in g  
ev e r y  c ou n t r y  i n  t h i s  
e a r th  Go d  c rea ted  
a nd  che r i she d .  

JOHN 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

https://biblical-christianity.com/author/bro-jess-cortez


TIDINGS  APRIL 2020 

 18 

A UNIQUE WALK  

T h e y  c o m p e l l e d  a  p a s s e r - b y ,  S i m e o n  t h e  C y r e n e ,  w h o  w a s  

c o m i n g  i n  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  A l e x a n d e r  a n d  

R u f u s ,  t o  c a r r y  H I S  c r o s s .      Mark 15.21 

Simeon was only a passer -by. He was not a local res-

ident of Judea. He was a visitor to Jerusalem, where 

the crucif ixion was taking place. May be Simeon 

came there to celebrate the pass -over. He just hap-

pened to be there, as Jesus was walking through 

roads of Jerusalem carrying His cross, having fallen 

multiple t imes. That cross was too heavy for Jesus 

and He   was totally t ired. One of the soldiers looked 

around, saw this stout man and compelled him to car-

ry the cross.  It  was not Simeon ’s choice, but a re-

sponsibi l i ty that was thrust upon him.  The word used 

in the Gospels is Simon was ‘compelled ’ . While doing 

this work which was forced on him, he got this very 

rare chance, `to walk with JESUS, the Son of God, to 

accompany Him in the last hours of HIS last day on 

earth.  

Simeon carried the cross, walking in step with Jesus, 

an extremely different opportunity which even none of 

the disciples could get. He heard the condemning 

words of the soldiers. He witnessed the heavy breath-

ing of Jesus, and must have been shocked at the vio-

lent beating of the hard -hearted soldiers as they 

lashed on the back of Jesus. He saw the drops of 

blood fal l ing down from the body of Jesus. As he saw 

al l  th is ,  he would have been equal ly wonderstruc k 

a t  the s i lent ,  ca lm and po ised d ispos i t ion o f  Jesus.  

This was his f irst encounter with HIM, possible he 

may not have even heard of Him before? Jesus ’  silent    
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endurance of everything, even the despising looks 

from the crowd may have made Simon wonder, ‘What 

a marvellous young man? ’  No bitter words from His 

mouth as a response to the physical and mental ago-

ny He was going through! With an aching and a torn 

body, Jesus was bearing everything. Simeon never 

understood why they were treating Him l ike this. But 

he carried through, walked with, and finally must have 

waited long at the foot of the cross, compelled in his 

heart, to see what happens. That forced duty, may be 

a responsibi l ity which he resented at the start brought 

a blessing in his l ife.  

That walk together with Jesus, a burdensome walk, 

may be even an embarrassing walk, brought a radical 

change in him. He returned home as a changed man. 

Through him, his family came to know Jesus. His son, 

Rufus is referred to as, ‘ the chosen in the Lord ’ ,  

(Rom16.13). Simon and his children became leaders 

in the early church. Through Simeon gospel began to 

spread beyond Judea, even to Africa.  

An accidental encounter and a compelled responsibil-

i ty turned to be a li fe changing experience, result ing 

in transformed lives.  

Jesus calls us, “Come, take up your cross and follow Me”.  

J u s t  a  c l o s e r  w a l k  w i t h  T h e e  

G r a n t  i t  J e s u s ,  i f  y o u  p l e a s e ,  

D a i l y  w a l k i n g  c l o s e  t o  T h e e   

L e t  i t  b e  d e a r  L o r d ,  L e t  i t  b e .  

-  Anonymous.  

Mrs. Elizabeth Matthew  

Id M-076  
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Birthday Greetings April 2020  
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Deu 31:6 Be strong and of a good courage. Do not fear 

nor be afraid of them. For Jehovah your God is He who 

goes with you. He will not fail you nor forsake you. 

ROMANS 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or fam-

ine or nakedness or danger or sword  

ISAIAH 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 

be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 

and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 

hand. 

God’s Words of Encouragement 
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Wedding Anniversaries April 2020  
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