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Beloved in Christ,  

We begin the month of September with the 

cho i r  S u n d a y .  H y m n s  a n d  P r a i s e s  a r e  

indispensable in Christian worship. Saint Paul 

advises the church in Ephesus to “be f i l led 

with the Spirit as you sing Psalms and Hymns 

and Spiritual songs among yourselves,  singing 

and  mak ing  me lody  to  the  Lo rd  in  you r  

hea r ts ,  g i v i n g  t h a n k s  t o  G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  

at  a l l  t imes and for everything in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ”  (Ephesians 5: 19,20) 

Why do we sing to the Lord? Because God is 

Holy. Holiness is the attribute of God. His 

name is Holy, His  laws, His  Commandments,  

His  Service and  everything He does is Holy 

(Romans 7: 12). His holiness is acknowledged in the 

praise of the Seraphim and the four living crea-

tures in the heaven who never cease to sing 

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6: 2,3). 

The Holy God says to His people “you shall be 

Holy for I the Lord your God am Holy” (Leviticus 19: 2). 

The p r o m i s e  t h a t  G o d  m a d e  t o  H i s  p e o p l e  

i n  t h e  beginning of Exodus “you shall be unto 

me a kingdom of priests and a Holy nation 

(Exodus 19: 6),  declared at  the end of  the  

j o u r n e y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  

H i s  o w n  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  H e  w i l l  s e t  

t h e m  h i g h  a b o v e  a l l  N a t i o n s  t h a t  H e  

h a s  m a d e  i n  p r a i s e  a n d  i n  F a m e  a n d  

i n  H o n o u r  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  a  

p e o p l e  H o l y  t o  t h e  L o r d  t h e i r  G o d ,  

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  k e e p  a l l  h i s  

C o m m a n d m e n t s  (Deuteronomy 26: 18,19).   

Vicar ’s Ref lect ions  



TIDINGS  SEPTEMBER 2020 

 4 

In  o rde r  to  meet  H is  app roba t ion  o r  en joy  

H i s  p r e s e n c e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d  w e r e  

r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  H o l y ,  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  a l l  

d e f i l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  e n t i r e l y  

consecrated to God.  

The choir shares this holiness of God. Their 

seat, dress, everything shows the holiness. 

They are called, sanctif ied and dedicated to 

sing the glory of God. As He who called us is 

Holy, we must be holy in al l our conduct, 

str ive for peace with all men, without which no 

one will see the Lord.  

A Christ ian must also be holy in order to be 

God's own possession. Holiness demands a 

dist inct l ife to l ive  in th is wor ld.  Therefore,  

l ive  as those who belong to Christ. This 

should become evident in our words and our 

deeds. May God bless our church choir and 

all its activit ies.  

After a gap of 5 months, we are reopening our 

church,  part ia l ly,  for d iv ine service.  I  take 

th is opportunity to thank Lord God Almighty 

for allowing us to reopen the church. Please 

do join the divine worship thankfully and 

prayerful ly, remembering the rest ra ints  we 

have to  fo l low as t rustworthy  cit izens of our 

country.  

May God bless al l of us  

Yours in Christ,  

C Y Thomas Achen   
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കർത്താവിൽ പ്രിയരേ,  

ഗായകസംഘ ഞായറാഴ്ചരയാടു കൂടടയാണ് 

ടസര്റംബർ മാസം നാം ആേംഭിക്കുന്നത്. പ്കിസ്തീയ 

ആോധനയിൽ കീർത്തനങ്ങൾക്കും സ്തു തികൾക്കും 

അതുല്യമായ ഒേു സ്ഥാനമുണ്ട്. എടെടസാസ് സഭടയ 

രൗരല്ാസ് ഉരരേശിക്കുന്നത് ഇപ്രകാേമാണ്, 

"ആത്മാവു നിറഞ്ഞവോയി സങ്കീർത്തനങ്ങളാല്ും 

സ്തു തികളാല്ും ആത്മീകഗീതങ്ങളാല്ും തമ്മിൽ 

സംസാേിച്ും നിങ്ങളുടട ഹൃേയത്തിൽ 

കർത്താവിനു രാടിയും കീർത്തനം ടെയതും നമ്മുടട 

കർത്താവായ രയശുപ്കിസ്തു വിടെ നാമത്തിൽ 

ദേവവും രിതാവു മായവന് എല്ലായ്രപാഴും 

എല്ലാറിനും രവണ്ടിയും സ്രതാപ്തം 

ടെയതുടകാൾവീൻ" (എഫെസ്യർ 5:19, 20) 

എന്തുടകാണ്ട് കർത്താവിനു രാടണം? ദേവം 

വിശുദ്ധനായതുടകാണ്്ട ദേവടത്ത സ്തു തിക്കണം. 

ദേവത്തിടെ സാഭാവമാണ് വിശുദ്ധി. വിശുദ്ധി 

എന്നാകുന്നു അവടെ നാമം, അവടെ കൽപനകളും 

നയായപ്രമാണവും അവടെ ശുപ്ശൂുയും 

വിശുദ്ധമാണ്; അവൻ ടെയ്യുന്നടതല്ലാം വിശുദ്ധം 

തടന്ന. (റ ോമർ 7:12) ടസറാെീമിടെ സ്തു തിയിൽ 

ദേവത്തിടെ രേിശുദ്ധി അംഗീകേിക്കുകയാണ്. 

അതുരരാടല് സാർഗ്ഗത്തിടല് നാല്ു ജീവികളും 

ഇടതടവില്ലാടത രാടുകയാണ് 'ദസനയങ്ങളുടട 

യരഹാവ രേിശുദ്ധൻ, രേിശുദ്ധൻ, രേിശുദ്ധൻ' എന്ന ്

(ഫെശയ്യോവ ്6: 2,3).  

വിശുദ്ധനായ ദേവം തടെ ജനരത്താട് രറയുന്നത് 

"നിങ്ങളുടട ദേവമായ യരഹാവ എന്ന ഞാൻ 

വിശുദ്ധനാകയാൽ നിങ്ങളും 

വിശുദ്ധോയിേിപിൻ" (റേവയോ 19: 2) രുറപാടിടെ 

ആേംഭത്തിൽ ദേവം തടെ ജനത്തിനു നൽകിയ 

വാഗ്ദത്തം, "നിങ്ങൾ എനിക്കു രുരോഹിതോജതാവും 

വിശുദ്ധജനവും ആകും. " (പു  19: 6) എന്നാൽ 

യാപ്തയുടട അന്തയത്തിൽ "നീ അവനു സാന്ത 

ജനമായി അവടെ സകല്കല്പനകളും പ്രമാണിച്ു 

നടക്കുടമന്നും താൻ ഉണ്ടാക്കിയ സകല് 

ജാതികൾക്കും മീടത നിടന്ന രുകഴ്ച്ക്കും 

കീർത്തിക്കും മാനത്തിനുമായി ഉന്നതമാരകണ്ടതിന്  
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താൻ കല്പിച്തുരരാടല് നിടെ ദേവമായ 

യരഹാവയ്ക്കു വിശുദ്ധജനമായിേിക്കുടമന്നും' 

പ്രഖ്യാരിക്കുന്ന .ു (ആവ 26: 18,19). ദേവീക അംഗീകാേവും 

അവടെ സാന്നിദ്ധയവും അനുഭവിക്കണടമങ്കിൽ 

ദേവജനം വിശുദ്ധോയിേിക്കുകയും 

രല്ാകത്താല്ുള്ള കളങ്കം രറാടത രൂർണ്ണമായി 

ദേവത്തിനു സമർപിക്കുകയും രവണം.  

ദേവത്തിടെ  ഈ  വിശുദ്ധി  ഗായകസംഘവും  

രങ്കുടവക്കുകയാണ് . അവേുടട  ഇേിപിടവും  

രവുവും  എല്ലാം  ഈ  വിശുദ്ധിടയ  

പ്രകടമാക്കുന്നതാണ് . ദേവീക  രുകഴ്ച്ക്കായി  

രാടുന്നതിന്  അവർ  വിളിക്കടപട്ടവേും  

വിശുദ്ധീകേിക്കടപട്ടവേും  

പ്രതിഷ്ഠ ിക്കടപട്ടവേുമരപ്ത . നടമ്മ വിളിച്വൻ 

വിശുദ്ധനായിേിക്കുന്നതുരരാടല് നമ്മുടട 

സാഭാവവും ടരേുമാറവുടമല്ലാം 

വിശുദ്ധമായിേിക്കണം; എല്ലാ മനുുയരോടും 

സമാധാനമായിേിക്കണം. ഇതുകൂടാടത ആർക്കും 

കർത്താവിടന കാണുവാൻ കഴികയില്ല.  

ദേ വ ത്തി ടെ  സാ ന്ത മാ യ തി നാ ൽ  പ്കി സ്തയാ നി  

വി ശു ദ്ധ നാ യി േി ക്ക ണം .  ഈ  രല്ാ ക ത്തി ൽ  

വയ തയ സ്ത മാ യി  ജീ വി ക്കു ന്ന തി നാ ണ്  വി ശു ദ്ധി  

ആ വ ശയ ടപ ടു ന്ന ത് ;  പ്കി സ്തു വി നു ള്ള വ ോ യി  

ജീ വി ക്ക ണം .  ഇ ത്  ന മ്മു ടട  വാ ക്കി ല്ും  

പ്ര വ ർ ത്തി യി ല്ും  പ്ര ക ട മാ ക ണം .   

ന മ്മു ടട  ഗാ യ ക  സം ഘ ടത്ത യും  അ തി ടെ  എ ല്ലാ  

പ്ര വ ർ ത്ത ന ങ്ങ ടള യും  ദേ വം  അ നു പ്ഗ ഹി ക്ക ടട്ട .  

കഴിഞ്ഞ അഞ്ചു മാസങ്ങൾക്കുരശും 

ദേവാോധനക്കായി ഭാഗികമായി നമ്മുടട രള്ളി 

തുറക്കുകയാണ്. രള്ളി വീണ്ടും തുറക്കുവാൻ 

അനുവേിച് സർവ്വശക്തനായ ദേവത്തിന് 

സ്രതാപ്തം കരേറുവാൻ ഞാൻ ഈ അവസേം 

വിനിരയാഗിക്കുന്നു. നമ്മുടട ോജയത്തിടെ വിശാസ്ത 

രൗേന്മാോയി നാം അനുവർത്തിരക്കണ്ട 

നിയപ്ന്തണങ്ങൾ രാല്ിച്ുടകാണ്ട് പ്രാർത്ഥനരയാടും 

കൃതജ്ഞതരയാടും കൂടട േിവയാോധനയിൽ 

രടങ്കടുക്കുവാൻ ദേവം നടമ്മ സഹായിക്കടട്ട.  

ദേവം നടമ്മ ഏവടേയും അനുപ്ഗഹിക്കടട്ട,  

നിങ്ങളുടട സ്രനഹമുള്ള 

സ്ി. വവ. റ ോമസ്ച്ചൻ .  
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വോർത്തകളുും കു ിപ്പുകളുും 

അനുറമോദനങ്ങൾ  

നമ്മുടട സഭാംഗമായ, രകശവോസരുേം 

ഏേിയയിൽ Prof Dr P M Mathew വിടന (ID M-065, 

രരജ് 25) രകേള യൂണിരവഴ്സിറി ജൂദല് മാസം DSc 

(Doctor of Science) ബിേുേം നൽകി 

ആേേിക്കുകയുണ്ടായി.  

രകശവോസരുേം ഏേിയ പ്രയർ പ്ഗൂപ്  ഓഗസ്റ്റ് 8 ആം 

തിയതി ഓൺദല്നിൽ കൂടിയ മീറിംഗിൽ വച്് 

അരേഹടത്ത ആേേിക്കുകയും ഒേു memento 

നൽകുകയും ടെയതു. (വിശേ റിരപാർട്്ട  ഈ 

ല്ക്കത്തിൽ ഉൾടരടുത്തിയിട്ടുണ്ട്)  

ഇതിടെ എല്ലാ നടത്തിപുകാരോടും ഉള്ള നദി 

അറിയിക്കുകയുയും, സഭയുടട നാമത്തിൽ മാതയു 

സാറിന് എല്ലാ ഭാവുകങ്ങളും രനേുകയും ടെയ്യുന്നു.  

ഫെേിവിഷൻ വി രണും - റെോർട്്  മിഷൻ സ്കൂ ൾ  

ഓഗസ്റ്റ് 12ആം തിയതി ബുധനാഴ്ച വികാേി സി ദവ 

രതാമസ് അച്ൻ, സ്കൂ ൾ അധികൃതർ സംഘടിപിച് 

പ്രരതയക െടങ്ങിൽ വച്് 17 നിർധനോയ 

കുട്ടികൾക്്ക ഓരോ ടടല്ിവിുനും, STB and Connec-

tion നും രവണ്ടി 3000 േൂര വീതവും നൽകി. കൂടാടത 

കണ്ണമ്മൂല് ടസമിനാേിയിടല് ഒേു സ്റ്റാെിടെ 

കുട്ടിക്കും ഇരത സഹായം നൽകുവാൻ കഴിഞ്ഞു.  

ഈ കാേുണയ പ്രവർത്തിയിൽ രങ്കാളികളായ 

എല്ലാവരോടും ഉള്ള നദി സഭയുടട നാമത്തിൽ 

അറിയിക്കുന്നു.  

Centenary Hall Renovation Up-dates.  

രുതിയ ടപ്രാജക്റ്  നീണ്ടുരരാകുന്ന 

സാഹെേയത്തിൽ ടെറിയ രതാതിൽ ഹാൾ 

രുനേുദ്ധാേണം നടത്തുന്നതായി രനേടത്ത 

അറിയിച്ിേുന്നുവരല്ലാ. ടരയിന്റിങ്ങും 

ഇല്ക്പ്ടിക്കൽ രണികളും കഴിഞ്ഞു. റൂെിടെ 

രൊർച് മാറുവാനുള്ള രണികളും രൂർത്തിയായി. 

ഇനിയും രലാർ ദടൽസ് ഇട്്ട രമാടിരിടിപിക്കുന്ന 

രജാല്ി നടന്നുടകാണ്ടിേിക്കുന്നു. എല്ലാ  



TIDINGS  SEPTEMBER 2020 

 8 

രണികളും ഈ മാസം ടകാണ്ട് രൂർത്തിയാക്കാൻ 

സാധിക്കും എന്ന് കേുതുന്നു.  

രാർക്കിംഗ് ഏേിയ interlock ടെയ്യുന്നതിനുള്ള 

നടരടികൾ നടന്നുടകാണ്ടിേിക്കുന്നു.  

Home for  t he  Hom eles s  

സഭയുടട ഈ ടപ്രാജക്റിൽ ഉൾടരടുത്തിയ പ്ശീമതി 

Leela Raju (മുടവൻമുകൾ ഉരസഭ) വിടെ ഭവനം 

രൂർത്തിയായി. ടസര്റംബർ മാസം 4 ആം തിയതി 

വികാേി സി ദവ രതാമസ് അച്ൻ കൂോശ നടത്തി 

വീട്ടുകാർ താമസം ആേംഭിച്ു.  

Home for the Homeless ടെ കീഴിൽ രൂർത്തിയാക്കിയ 

നാല്ാമടത്ത ഭവനം ആണ് ഇത്. ഈ സംേംഭത്തിന് 

ധനസഹായം നൽകുന്ന എല്ലാവരോടും ഉള്ള നദി 

അറിയിക്കുന്നു. 

ഞോെർ ആരോധനകൾ  

രകാവിഡ് പ്രമാണിച്് ആോധനകൾ ഓൺദല്ൻ 

ആയി നടത്തിവേികയായിേുന്നരല്ലാ. ടസര്റംബർ 6 

ആം തിയതി ഞായറാഴ്ച 8 മണിക്കുള്ള മല്യാളം 

ആോധനരയാടട രള്ളിശുപ്ശുുകൾ ഭാഗികമായി 

ആേംഭിക്കുവാൻ തീേുമാനിച്ു. സാമൂഹിക അകല്ം 

രാല്ിച്് 90 ഓളം അംഗങ്ങൾക്്ക ആോധനയിൽ 

രടങ്കടുക്കുവാൻ സാധിക്കും എന്ന് കേുതുന്നു. 

സർക്കാേിടെ നിബധനകനകൾ ഏവേും രാല്ിക്കുവാൻ 

ബാധയസ്ഥോണ് എന്ന് സസ്രനഹം ഓർമിപിക്കുന്നു.  

16/09/2020 മുതൽ എല്ലാ ബുധനാഴ്ചയും ദവകുരന്നേം 

5.30 മണിക്്ക Eng l i sh  ആോധനയും 

നടത്തുന്നതായിേിക്കും. വിശേവിവേങ്ങൾ WhatsApp/

SMS വഴി ഏവടേയും അറിയിക്കുന്നതായിേിക്കും.  

പ്രാത്ഥനരയാടട  

റജോർജ്  വനനോൻ  

ടസപ്കട്ടറി 
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O B I T U A R Y  

  
Mr. K G Eapen (59) kuravankonam passed away on 

26t h  A u g u s t  2 0 2 0  a n d  t he  f unera l  was  he ld  

on the 27th of August 2020.  

(Old member, Family now reinstated)  

Mrs. Ruth J Peters (95 )  I D  R-070, p a g e  2 8 9  
p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  2 7 t h  A u g u s t  2 0 2 0  a n d  t he  
f une r a l  was  h e l d  o n  t he  28 t h  o f  Aug us t  2020 .   

We intend to resume our Worship Services starting from 

Sunday, 6th September. We plan to start with one Holy 

Communion Service at 8.00am in Malayalam. Those 

who wish to attend the Services are expected to follow 

the government protocols regarding age, wearing of 

mask and physical distancing.  

Thermal scanning, hand washing facilities, sanitisers and 

an attendance register will be available at the church. 

Please come at least 15 minutes before the start of the 

Service so that the volunteers can help you to 

complete the required formalities. 

We also intend to start English Holy Communion Ser-

vices on Wednesdays at 5.30 pm starting from 16th Sep-

tember.  

Vicar 

Re-opening of the Church for Services  
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13-09-2020 1 5 t h  S u n d a y a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t  

ഫപന്തറകോസ്്  ിന്നു പിമ്പ്  പ ിനഞ്ോും ഞോെർ  

 The Cleansing Christ  

 ശുദ്ധികരികുന്ന ക്കിസ്്  ു  

 OT:       Zechariah 13:1 - 9 Psalm 130:  

 Epistle: 1 John 1: 5 - 10 Gospel: Mark1: 40 - 45 

20-09-2020 1 6 t h  S u n d a y a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t   

ഫപന്തറകോസ്്  ിന്നു പിമ്പ്  പ ിനോ ോും ഞോെർ   

 Mission Sunday   മിഷൻ ഞോെർ  

 Mission: Good News to Al l  

 മിഷൻ: സ്കേർകുും സ്ുവോർത്ത  

 OT:     Isaiah 55: 1 - 6 Psalm 146:  

 Epistle: Acts 10: 34 - 43 Gospel: Matthew 4: 17 - 25 

27-09-2020 1 7 t h  S u n d a y a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t  

ഫപന്തറകോസ്്  ിന്നു പിമ്പ്  പ ിറനഴോും ഞോെർ  

 Senior  Ci t izen ’s Sunday  

 Fruit fulness of  the Elderly  

 മു ിർന്നവരുഫെ െേസ്മൃദ്ധി  

 OT:     Genesis 17: 1 - 8 Psalm 92:  

 Epistle: Philemon 1: 8 - 22 Gospel: Matthew 7: 13 - 20 

04-10-2020 1 8 t h  S u n d a y a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t  

 ഫപന്തറകോസ്്  ിന്നു പിമ്പ്  പ ിഫനട്ോും ഞോെർ  

 Youth Sunday    െുവജന ഞോെർ  

 Spirituality of the Youth in the Contemporary World  

 സ്മകോേീന റേോകത്തിൽ െുവ െുഫെ ആത്മീെ  

 OT:   Genesis 41: 37 - 43 Psalm 111:  

 Epistle:  Philippians 3: 1 – 16  Gospel: Matthew 19: 16 - 22 

A l m a n a c  
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Christ Church Family Salutes Prof. Dr. P.M. Mathew 

Prof. P.M. Mathew (91) Perakathuseril, a very 

senior member of our congregation has been 

recently awarded the most prestigious “Doctor 

of science” degree by the University of Kerala 

for his l ife t ime achievements in the f ield of 

Genetics and Cytology.  

Prof. P.M. Mathew has served our church as 

i ts secretary during 1977 -80 and was an active 

member of Christ Church Fellowship since its 

inception. He was also the president of the 

Trivandrum United Christian Prayer Partners 

Fellowship from 2006.  

A brief account of his scientific achievements 

are as follows:  

Prof. P.M Mathew is an eminent Cyto-geneticist 

with special interest on human and population 

genetics. He was Professor and Head, Dept. of 

Botany, University of Kerala during 1989-1990. 

After graduation in Botany (1952) from Travancore 

Univers i ty  in  f i rs t  c lass and f i rs t  rank and 

post-graduation by research (1958) in Botany 

from University of Kerala he did post-doctoral 

level Research (1966-1968) in U.S.A with Full-bright 

Fellowship from the University of North Carolina 

(Population Genetics) and from Wayne State 

University, Detroit (Human Cytogenetics). He 

Joined the Department as Lecturer in the year 

1956, subsequently served as Reader (1966 – 

1978) and Professor (1978 – 1990). He had 34 

years of teaching experience including two 

years of undergraduate teaching in Fatima 

Matha National College, Kollam and 32 years of  
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post-graduate teaching in the Department of 

Botany, University of Kerala. He had 36 years of 

research experience. His areas of interest include 

Cytology, Cytogenetics, Biosystematics, Cytotaxonomy, 

Palynology, Population Genetics, Human Genetics 

and Human inbreeding. During his service in the  
Department, 43 students completed their Ph.D. 

successful ly under his supervision. He was  

instrumental in the submission of Ph.D. theses of 

26 other students also. 15 M.Phil.  Students  

carried out their projects under his supervision. 

262 publications are to his credit in peer reviewed 

national and international journals. Seven Books/

Monographs are also under his credits. Other 

publications include Autobiography and Song 

collect ions  (two).  He  part icipated  in several 

conferences/seminars both national- Indian Science 

Congress - 4 nos. and international including 

Human Cytogenetics Congress, Detroit, USA 

(1967) and international Genetic Congress,  

Tokyo, Japan (1968). He held various prestigious 

administrative positions in the University of Kerala 

as Chairman, P.G Board of studies, Chairman, 

P.G Board of Examiners and Member, Academic 

Council. He also held office in other professional 

institutions as Finance Secretary, Environmental 

Resource Research Centre (ERRC- Thiruvananthapuram), 

Founder Director, Centre for Multi-Disciplinary 

Research, Managing Director, ARB Flora Consul-

tancy, Chief Editor, The journal Indian Journal of 

B o t a n i c a l  R e s e a r c h  a n d  J o u r n a l  o f  

Multi-disciplinary Research and Joint Editor of 

Journal of Cytology and Genetics. He got Sri Chitra 

Award for the best scientific work (1960-1962)  
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and he has been honored with the fellowships FBS 

and FPnS. He has visited countries like USA, West 

Indies and Japan for professional purposes. He 

retired from University service in 1990. 

The most inspirational thing is that, he is still active 

in research, at the age of 91, two papers are under 

preparation which will be published in 2020. 

Being a founder member of Kesavadasapuram Area 

Prayer Group, a virtual felicitation meeting was 

arranged to honor him on 8
th

 August 2020 and a 

memento was presented in a meeting held under 

the chairmanship of Rev. C. Y. Thomas, Vicar. 

Very Rev. Matthew Matthew, Rev. Dn. Sam Mathew 

Roy and Rev. Ninan Jacob also attended the function.  

Christ Church family would like to convey our  

regards and appreciation for his tireless work and 

felicitate Prof. Dr. P. M. Mathew for this prestigious 

award. 

We wish him many more years of active and fruitful 

service to humanity. 

John Kurien  
Id. J-117 

M A R R I A G E S  

JIS SARA GEORGE D/o Mrs & Mr. Ajy George Jacob, 

Thandath Sharon, TRA-130, Vattiyoorkavu P.O., 

Trivandrum 695013 of this church  

and  

JOFFIN THOMAS MATHEW S/O Mrs & Mr. Thomas 

Mathew, Edathundayil  House, Mallapally, of  

Immanuel CSI Church, Mallapally, at St. Thomas 

CSI church, Nedugadapally on 27th August 2020. 
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Donations August 2020 (up to 31/08/2020)  
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FRUITFULNESS OF THE ELDERLY  

“They will still bear fruit in old age; they will stay fresh 
and green proclaiming the Lord is upright: He is my 
rock and there is no wickedness in Him”  

Psalm 92:  14,15  

The world Senior citizens’ day is celebrated on 21
st
 

August every year. It was first proclaimed by the 

United Nations General Assembly on 14
th

 December 

1990. Our church is observing Sunday, 27
th
 September, 

as Senior citizens’ day (Golden Age Fellowship 

Sunday). This year, it coincides with the CSI  

formation day-a coincidence which occurs only once 

in a while.  

We all know that old age is tough and full of its  
limitations like loneliness, weakness of the body, 
loss of memory, reduced hearing, eyesight etc. But 
the Bible does not picture old age as a time to be 
despised. We learn to cope up with the fears and 
struggles and the growing limitations we face in our 
day to day lives, but grow stronger inwardly in the 
midst of these difficulties. We have a large number 
of assurances in the Bible to strengthen us in 
our old age. Isaiah 46: 4 says, “Even to your old 
age and grey hair I am He, who will sustain you. I 
have made you and I will carry you”. We do not 
know what we are going to face as we advance in 
our age. But one thing is certain: God will take care 
of us throughout our lives. Isaiah 40: 28 - 31 is a 
great passage of encouragement to the elderly. The 
everlasting God who is the creator of the ends of 
the earth gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak.  

In Isaiah 40: 21 onwards, we see God’s power to 
create, God’s provision to sustain and His presence  
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to help. He cares for each of us personally. He is 

never too busy to listen to us and to help us. We 

can always rely on His strength. When we feel that 

life is crushing us and we are unable to go another 

step forward, we can call upon God to renew our 

strength, expecting His promises will help us to rise 

above life’s distractions and difficulties. Trusting in 

God helps us to remain prepared and patient to 

hear His word. In Hebrews 13: 5, we have the 

promise, “I will never leave you nor forsake you”. 

So, we can boldly say that God is our refuge  

and help and we will not fear. In whatever state we 

may be, the Lord’s hand will lead us and His right hand 

will hold us tight. (Psalm 139:10)  

Thanks, should be on our lips every day. When 

thanksgiving becomes an integral part of our life, we 

will discover that our attitude towards life changes and 

we will become more positive, gracious, humble and 

loving. Palm trees are known for their long life. The 

cedars of Lebanon grow up to 120 feet in height and 

up to 30 feet in circumference. They are solid, strong 

and immovable. In Psalm 92, the psalmist sees 

believers as upright, strong and immovable by the 

winds of circumstances. Those who place their faith 

firmly in God can have this strength and vitality. Every 

breath we take is an opportunity to serve and glorify 

God. We can have a close relationship with God by 

reading the Bible and spending time in prayer.  

In the Bible, we see many who were called for faithful 

service in their old age. In the chapter of faith, 

Hebrews 11, we see Abraham and Sarah getting a 

promised son in their very old age. They believed that 

the one who promised was faithful. When Moses was 

tending the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, in the  
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 desert, the Lord called and appointed him to deliver 

the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Moses was very 

old at that time. He believed in the one who called and 

obeyed the command. In the New Testament also we 

see Apostle Paul, who at a very old age while in the 

prison at Rome, wrote many epistles (called 

കാോപ്ഗഹ രല്ഖ്നങ്ങൾ). Apostle John was over 90 

years old when he wrote the last book of the Bible, 

Revelations. Emperor Domitian had exiled him to the 

prison island of Patmos for being a Christian. Revelation 

shows that God will surely triumph over evil.  

Our limitations, whatever they may be, are a gift from 

God. It is with this gift that we are to serve Him. As St. 

Paul says, “It is in our weakness that God ’s power 

can be revealed in us”. II Corinthians 12: 9 reads, 

“My grace is sufficient for you; for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Let us make ourselves available 

to God for His service rather than feel sorry about ourselves   

and opt out . Jesus expects His followers to produce 
fruits. In John 15: God is portrayed as a good gardener 
who trims and cleans every branch so that it will 
produce more fruits. In Galatians 5: 22,23, we read 
about the fruits of the spirit. What God wants from us, 
rather for us, is a life filled with love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Though the trimming process is painful, 
we can see that the things that are cut away are of our 
sinful nature like hatred, jealousy, arrogance, bad 
relat ionships and the l ike.  Ecclesiastes 3: 1 says 
that God does everything beautiful in its time. But we 
can never understand completely what He is doing. 
We must submit our life to God, believing it will lead to 
bearing of more fruits. People are watching the way 
we act rather than listening to what we speak. People  
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must know we are Christians not because of the 

name we bear, but because of the life we live. What 

would others say about our lives?  

In Colossians 1: 10, we see that we have to live a 

life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way, 

bearing fruit in every work and growing in the 

knowledge of God. The love God expects from us is 

far beyond the standards of this world. In the letter 

of St. Paul to Philemon, we read that Paul wanted a 

special favour of a rich friend named Philemon. 

Onesimus, a slave of Philemon, had stolen some 

property and had run away. Later Onesimus met St. 

Paul in prison and became a Christian. St Paul asks 

Philemon to forgive Onesimus and to accept him as 

a brother. St. Paul urges Philemon to offer grace 

rather than demand justice, and Philemon acts ac-

cording to the wish of St. Paul. Here we can see 

that tactful persuasion accomplishes a great deal 

more than commands when dealing with people. 

Christian relationship should be full of forgiveness 

and acceptance. St. Paul depicts a good example of 

how to deal with a possible conflict between Christian 

friends. In Matthew 6: 12 , we read that as 

Christians we must forgive others as we have been 

forgiven. Ephesians 4: 32 says, “Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other 

just as in Christ, God forgave you. The manner in 

which we treat our brothers and sisters in Christ ’s 

family reflects our Christian commitment.  
In Ephesians 4: 1 - 12, we are instructed to walk 

worthy of the calling with which we were called, 

bearing with one another in love. Are we able to 

forgive those who have done wrong to us?  

Advances in medical science are making it possible  
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for more and more people to live longer. But none of 

us can avoid growing old. What is preventable is an 

attitude of bitterness and regret as we grow older. 

Look at the life of Moses. When he was 120 years 

old, he stood with the Israelites to see the promised 

land after leading them for forty years in the wilderness. 

He could not enter the promised land because he 

had disobeyed the Lord when in anger, he struck 

the rock in the wilderness (Numbers 20: 11,12,24). 

Yet he did not slip into self-pity. At the end of his 

life, he praised the Lord and urged the new generation 

of Israel to obey God. As we grow older, we can 

either dwell on the failures and hardships of our 

past or we can remember God’s faithfulness, accept 

His discipline and keep looking to the future in faith. 

It is the only way to avoid a bitter attitude.  

Always praise God for His love and care. Philippians 4: 4 

says Rejoice in the Lord always. Then instead of 

complaining about the thorns we will be grateful 

about the roses. In Nehemiah 8: 10, we see, “The 

Joy of the Lord is my strength”. No matter what 

happens, we can find joy in the Lord. People who 

look beyond their present difficulties and put their 

trust in God’s goodness cannot help but be joyful. In 

John 15: 11, we read, “I have told you this so that 

my joy may be in you and your joy may be  

complete”.  

James 3: 18 “Peace makers who sow in peace 

raise a harvest of righteousness”. Wherever we are 

at present, we must ask the Lord to use us as 

peacemakers. The best peacemakers are those 

who know the peace of God which surpasses all  

understanding. When we are battered by the storms 

of life we may be tempted to give in to feelings of  
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hopelessness, but if we look to our sovereign captain 

and commit our ways to Him, we will find Peace 

even in the midst of turmoil. We can trust him to 

bring us through the storm.  

We must exhibit Faith in the power of God, in the 

presence of God, in the promises of God and in the 

purpose of God about our life. When the God of 

grace cont ro ls  our  l i ves,  we can t ransform  

interruptions into opportunities, failures into  

successes, pride into humility and suffering into 

strength.  

In Romans 5: 3, we can see that we rejoice in our sufferings 

because suffering produces perseverance, perseverance 

produces character and character produces Hope.  

Do we prayerfully encourage those around us by our spir-

it enabled cheerfulness, our courage and confidence in 

God? When we rely on the Lord, He will help us to turn 

pain into praise. Christ is risen from the dead. If we 

trust in Christ as our Saviour, Jesus’s resurrection 

gives us a sure Hope of our own resurrection.  

The Lord can use us to encourage and strengthen each 

other. Many believe that the present pandemic COVID 19 

is God’s call to His people to return to Him. We are ex-

pected to spend more time in prayer and to study the Word 

of God to know His purpose about us. 

As believers in Jesus, it is our privilege to show love 

and concern for others through acts of kindness. We 

know that a shared joy is a double joy, shared sorrow 

is half a sorrow (Swedish proverb). At this time of the  
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pandemic, we are unable to visit the sick and the 

people in grief. But we can pray for them and comfort 

them through a telephone call. We are staying safe 

and healthy not because of our merit, but because of 

the prayers of many others. For those who grow old 

with God, their old age will be full of tranquillity,  

courage and kindness.  

Let us thank God for His faithfulness throughout our 

life and pray God to help us to finish our life in service 

to Him and to remember that old age does not mean 

uselessness.  

A chorus from a hymn written by Daniel Webster Whittle 

is as follows:  

“Moment by Moment, I am kept in His love  

Moment by Moment, I have life from above  

Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine  

Moment by Moment, O Lord, I am thine”  

Prof. K V Thomas  
ID T 065 

Donations and Subscriptions to the church:  

In view of the continued uncertainty, please 
make your payment into the Church Account given 
below and inform the Treasurer Mr. P K Mathew 
(9497264607) or the Vicar (9947131158) through 
WhatsApp, phone or Email :  

office @csichristchurch.org 

Christ Church, Trivandrum,  

SB: 13170100040167 

IFSC : FDRL0001317,  

Federal Bank, Nanthencode. 
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Birthday Greetings September 2020  
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C. H. Spurgeon 

“Be in and in with Christ  so that you wil l  

be  out and out for Christ ”. 

The Word of God says 

2 Corinthians 5: 17 So that if any one is in Christ, 

that one is a new creature; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new. 

Philippians 4: 13 I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me. 

2 Timothy 3: 12 Yea, and all who desire to live 

godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

Thought for the month 
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Wedding Anniversaries September 2020  
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CROSSWORD 
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Across 

1.      A winged, flying creature 

6.    The tribe of Israel through which Christ came 

8.    Happy, joyful 

9.   "Having _____ and clothing, with these we shall be 

content" 

10. To spoil 

12. Who said, "Your money perish with you, because 

you thought that the gift of God could be purchased 

with money!" 

13. A flying creature that inhabits caves 

14. Opposite of "yes" 

15. One of the sons of Judah that was killed by God be-

cause he was wicked 

18. His brother was Asher, mother was Zilpah 

20. There are not 4 of these, but 4 accounts of the one 

______ 

21. Jesus was called the ______ of the valley 

22. A solemn vow 

25. A color whose hue resembles ripe lemons 

27. "A _____ answer turns away wrath" (Proverbs 15:1) 

29. "The lamp of the body is the _____" (Luke 11: 34) 

31. One of the sons of Jacob, whose mother was 

Rachel's maid, Bilhah 

33. Opposite of worst  

34. "Do not ____ any of those things which you are 

about to suffer" 

36. To take care of 

38. A priestly garment of white linen, some were ornate 

with embroidery 



TIDINGS  SEPTEMBER 2020 

 28 

Down 
1.  One who asked for alms of others 

2.  The sound of a lion 

3.  "He who finds a ______ finds a good thing, and ob-

tains favour from the Lord." 

4.   Next to the last book in the New Testament 

5.  "Casting all your care upon Him, for He ______ for you" 

6.  Peter's vision of the great sheet descending down con-

taining "unclean" animals happened in this city 

7.  One of the men that Moses left with Aaron to help the 

children of Israel while Moses went up on Mt. Sinai 

11. Wife of Elimelech 

13. Philippians 3:19 speaks of some whose god was this 

part of their body 

16. The Jews' feast of Purim is an expression of _____ 

17. Jesus offered Himself without _____ to God (Hebrews 9:14) 

18. Worshipful praise, honour and thanksgiving toward God 

19. "We are unprofitable servants. We have done what 

was our _____ to do" 

20. "Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 

to _____" 

23. "Therefore if your enemy is hungry, feed him, if he is 

thirsty, give him a drink, for in so doing you will heap 

coals of fire on his _____" 

24. By yourself-separated from others 

26. "A man of great ______ will suffer punishment" 

28. In Heaven, God will wipe away all _____ 

29. The meek shall inherit the _______ (Matthew 5: 5) 

30. Adam was told to tend and keep the Garden of ______ 

32. The second son of Aaron 

35. "For Christ is the _____ of the law for righteousness to 

everyone who believes" (Romans 10:4) 

37. This is the moisture on the grass in the mornings 






