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Beloved in Christ, 

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Once again, we are in a lockdown due to the heavy 

spread of Covid19. During these difficult times, we 

need the guidance of God. In Psalms 25, David points 

out that we can experience God's guidance if we meet 

certain spiritual conditions.  

1. Confidence. We give evidence of our confidence in 

God through worship. We need to pray so that we have 

our hearts right with him. Another evidence of our confi-

dence is the witness of the Word. Waiting is another 

evidence. If we rush ahead, we will get into trouble. 

When we have big decisions to make, we must wait 

and spend time in the scriptures.  

2. Penitence. David is sorry for his sins. He wants God 

to remember His tender mercies, not David's transgres-

sions. God never forgets his children. David asks God 

for mercy because he is concerned about his past sins 

and he does not want those sins to get him off target. 

3. Obedience. We are all sinners. We don’t have to be 

perfect for God to guide us but be obedient. If we obey 

what God has already told us, then He will show us the 

next step. His guidance is not a spotlight, it is a lamp 

that illumines each step. 

4. Reverence. God will guide us in our choices, if we  
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fear Him. Godly fear doesn't mean we are slaves; it 

means we have loving reverence and respect for a 

gracious and kind God. 

5. Perseverance It is not always easy to know and do 

the will of God.  Sometimes when we are seeking the 

Lord, circumstances get worse and we become lonely. 

David was lonely and afflicted, but he remembered 

that God was with him. Because of that, he main-

tained his integrity and obedience. 

Let us submit before God and pray to Him to guide us, 

especially during this pandemic time. 

 May God bless us all. 

            Yours Loving, 

          C Y Thomas Achen 

 

കർത്താവിൽ പ്രിയരേ, 

രക്ഷിതാവുും കർത്താവുമായ യയശുക്കിസ്തു വിന്‍റെ 

നാമത്തിൽ ഏവർക്ുും സ്യനഹവന്ദനും. 

യകാവിഡ് 19 ന്‍റെ അതിവയാപനും മൂലും നാും ഒരിക്ൽ 

കൂന്‍റെ യലാക്്ഡൗണിലാണ്. ഈ ക്പയാസയമറിയ 

സന്ദർഭത്തിൽ ദൈവീകനെത്തിപ്പ ് നമുക്നിവാരയമാണ.് 

ചില ആത്മീയ വയവസ്ഥകൾ നാും പാലിന്‍റെങ്കിയല 

ദൈവീകനെത്തിപ്പ ് അനുഭവിക്ുവാൻ കഴിയുകയുള്ള  ൂ

എന്ന ് 25ാാ൦ സങ്കീർത്തനത്തിൽ സങ്കീർത്തനക്ാരനായ 

ൈാവീൈ് ചൂണ്ടിക്ാട്ടുന്നു.  

1. ആത്മവിശ്വാസം.   

ആരാധനയിലൂന്‍റെ ദൈവത്തിലുള്ള നമ്മുന്‍റെ ആത്മ 

വിശവാസമാണ് ന്‍റവളിന്‍റപ്പെുത്തുന്നത്. ദൈവവുമായി  
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ശരിയായ ബന്ധും നിലനിർത്തുന്നതിന് നാും 

ക്പാർത്ഥിയക്ണ്ടത് ആവശയമാണ്. അതുയപാന്‍റല 

ദൈവീക സമയത്തിനായി കാത്തിരിക്ണും. 

ദൈവീകസമയത്തിന  ു മ യുേ നാും യപാകുന്നുന്‍റവങ്കിൽ, 

ക്പശ്നത്തിൽ അകന്‍റപ്പെുും. ദൈവവചനത്തിന്‍റെ 

ഉറപ്പാണ് നമ്മുന്‍റെ ആത്മവിശവാസത്തിന്‍റെ മന്‍ററാരു 

ന്‍റതളിവ്. ക്പധാന തീരുമാനങ്ങൾ എെുക്ുയോൾ 

തിരുവചനത്തിൽ നാും സമയും ന്‍റചലവഴിക്ണും. 

2. അനുതാരം 

ദൈവീക നെത്തിപ്പ് ലഭിക്ുന്നതിനുള്ള മന്‍ററാരു 

വയവസ്ഥ അനുതാപമാണ്. തന്‍റെ പാപങ്ങന്‍റളക്ുറിെ ്

ൈാവീൈ് അനുതപിെു. തന്‍റെ അകൃതയന്‍റത്തക്ുറിെ് 

ഓർക്ാന്‍റത, ദൈവും തന്‍റെ ൈയ നിമിത്തും തന്‍റന്ന 

ഓർക്ുവാൻ ൈാവീൈ ് ആക്രഹിക്ുന്ന .ു ദൈവും തന്‍റെ 

മക്ന്‍റള ഒരിക്ലുും മറക്ുകയില്ല. തന്‍റെ ബാലയകാല 

പാപങ്ങന്‍റളക്ുറിെ് ഓർക്ുന്ന ൈാവീൈ് ദൈവത്തിന്‍റെ 

കരുണയ്ക്ായി യാചിക്ുന്നു. തന്‍റെ കഴിഞ്ഞകാല 

പാപങ്ങളാൽ ലക്ഷയത്തിൽ നിന്ന് 

ഒഴിവാക്ന്‍റപ്പെുവാൻ അവൻ ആക്രഹിക്ുന്നില്ല - 

ദൈവയമ, നിന്‍റെ കൃപക്പകാരും, നിന്‍റെ ൈയ നിമിത്തും 

എന്‍റന്ന ഓർക്ണയമ. 

3. അനുസേണം 

മന്‍ററാരു വയവസ്ഥ അനുസരണമാണ്.  നാും എല്ലാ 

വരുും പാപികളാണ്. നാും പൂർണ്ണരാകുയോഴല്ല, 

അനുസരിക് യുോഴാണ ് ദൈവീക നെത്തിപ്്പ ലഭിക്ുന്നത.് 

ദൈവവചനും നാും അനുസരിക്ുയോൾ, അെുത്തപെി 

അവൻ നമുക്് കാണിെുതരുും. ദൈവീകനെത്തിപ്പ് 

ഒരു 'സ്യപാട്ട് ദലറ് അല്ല' ക്പതയുത ഓയരാ ചുവെിനുും 

ക്പകാശും നൽകുന്ന വിളക്ാണത്. 

4. ദൈവരത്താടുള്ള ഭക്തി 

ദൈവയത്താെുള്ള ഭക്തി നാും ക്പൈർശിപ്പിക്ണും. നാും  
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ദൈവന്‍റത്ത ഭയന്‍റപ്പെുകയാന്‍റണങ്കിൽ നാും 

ആക്രഹിക്ുന്നതിനനുസരിെ് അവൻ നന്‍റമ്മ വഴി 

നെത്തുും. നാും അെിമകളാന്‍റണന്നല്ല ദൈവീകഭയും 

അർത്ഥമാക്ുന്നത്; സ്യനഹത്താലുള്ള ഭക്തിയാണത്; 

 കരുണയുും ൈയയുമുള്ള ദൈവയത്താെുള്ള ആൈരവ്. 

5. സ്ഥിരോത്സാഹം  

അവസാനമായി, സ്ഥിയരാാാഹും നമുക്ുണ്ടായിരിക്ണും. 

ദൈവഇഷ്ടും അറിയുന്നതുും അതിനനുസരിെ് 

ക്പവർത്തിക്ുന്നതുും എയപ്പാഴുും എളുപ്പമല്ല. ചില 

സന്ദർഭങ്ങളിൽ നാും ദൈവന്‍റത്ത അയനവഷിക്ുയോൾ 

സാഹചരയങ്ങൾ ൈുഷ്കരമായിത്തീരുന്നു. തന്മൂലും നാും 

ഏകാന്തത അനുഭവിക്ുന്നു. ൈാവീൈ് ഏകാന്തതയുും 

കഷ്ടതകളുും അനുഭവിെു. എന്നാൽ ദൈവും തയന്നാെ് 

കൂന്‍റെയുണ്ട് എന്നവൻ ഓർത്തു. അതിനാൽ തന്‍റന്ന  

ദൈവയത്താെുള്ള അനുസരണവുും ആത്മാർത്ഥതയുും 

അവൻ നിലനിർത്തി. 

ക്പയതയകമായി ഈ മഹാവയാധിയുന്‍റെ സന്ദർഭത്തിൽ 

ദൈവമുോന്‍റക നന്‍റമ്മ സമർപ്പിെുന്‍റകാണ്ട് ദൈവീക 

നെത്തിപ്പിനായി ക്പാർത്ഥിക്ാും. 

ദൈവും നന്‍റമ്മ എല്ലാവന്‍റരയുും അനുക്രഹിക്ന്‍റട്ട. 

     നിങ്ങളുന്‍റെ സയ്നഹമുള്ള  

             സി. ദവ. യതാമസെൻ. 
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വാർത്തക ും കു്ിുുക ും 

1. ആരാധനകള്‍ 

പതിവ ് യപാന്‍റല ഈ വർഷവുും ഈസ്റ്റർ 
ൈിനത്തിന്‍റല നാല് ൈിവയ ആരാധനകളുും 
അനുക്രഹകരമായി നെത്തന്‍റപ്പട്ടു. ഏക്പിൽ പകുതി 
മുതൽ ശനി, ഞായർ ൈിവസങ്ങളിന്‍റല 

യാക്തകൾക്് നിയക്ന്തണും വന്നയതാന്‍റെ ചില 
ക്പയാസങ്ങൾ യനരിന്‍റട്ടങ്കിലുും നമ്മുന്‍റെ ൈിവയ 
ആരാധനകൾ നെത്തുന്നതിനുും അതിന്‍റെ ദലവ് 
സ്ക്െീമിുംര ് യാന്‍റതാരു തെസവുമില്ലാന്‍റത 
അവരവരുന്‍റെ ഭവനങ്ങളിൽ ലഭയമാക്ുന്നതിനുും 
സാധിപ്പിെ ദൈവകൃപ ഓർത്ത ് സ്യതാക്തും 
ന്‍റചയ്യുന്നു. അെന്മാന്‍റരയുും, നമ്മുന്‍റെ ന്‍റെക്നിക്ൽ 
െീമിന്‍റനയുും, രായക സുംഘന്‍റത്തയുും കൂെുതലായി 

ദൈവും അനുക്രഹിക്ുകയുും ശക്തിന്‍റപ്പെുത്തുകയുും 
ന്‍റചയ്യന്‍റട്ട എന്്ന ക്പാർഥിക്ുന്നു.  
2. വാർഷിക തരാതുരയാുവും അചന്തറെ യാപ്ത 
അയുും മാറ്റി വചന്ു 

മഹാ ഇെവക ബിഷപ്പിന്‍റെ 2 -04-2021 ന്‍റല 01/2021 നേർ 

സർക്ുലറിൽ “യമയ്  1 വന്‍റര വാർഷിക 

ന്‍റപാതുയയാരങ്ങൾ സുംഘെിപ്പിക്ുവാൻ പാെുള്ളതല്ല” 

എന്ന് നിർയേശിെത് അനുസരിെ് 2021 യമയ് 9 

ഞായറാഴ്ച നെത്തുവാൻ തീരുമാനിെിരുന്ന 2020-21 ന്‍റല 

വാർഷിക ന്‍റപാതുയയാരും മാറി വെു. “അെന്മാരുന്‍റെ 

സ്ഥലും മാറും യമയ് 19 ന് ഉണ്ടായിരിക്ുന്നതല്ല” എന്്ന 

മഹാ ഇെവക ബിഷപ്പിന്‍റെ അറിയിപ്പ് 

കിട്ടിയതനുസരിെ് യമയ് 16 ന് നെത്താനിരുന്ന ഇെവക 

വികാരി സി.ദവ. യതാമസെന്‍റെ യാക്ത അയപ്പ് 

യയാരവുും മാറി വെു. യയാര വിവരങ്ങൾ പിന്നീെ ്

അറിയിക്ുന്നതാണ്.  



TIDINGS  May 2021 

 8 

3 .  ഓണ്‍ദൈന്‍ വി. ബി. എസ്. 

യകാവിഡ്  വയാപനത്തിന്‍റെ സാഹചരയും 

കണക്ിന്‍റലെുത്ത് ഈ വർഷന്‍റത്ത വി.ബി.എസ്. 

ക്ലാസുകളുും ഓണ്‍ദലൻ ആയി നെത്തി. യമയ്   

തിങ്കൾ മുതൽ 7 ശനി വന്‍റര എല്ലാ ൈിവസവുും 

ദവകിട്ട് 6. 0 മുതൽ 8 മണി വന്‍റര നെത്തന്‍റപ്പട്ട 

ക്ലാസുകളിൽ 174 കുട്ടികൾ സുംബന്ധിെു. 

അനുക്രഹീതമായ വി.ബി.എസ്.ന് യനതൃതവും 

നൽകിയ ഡയറക്ർ് ക്ശീ. യസാജ് ദസമണ്‍ (CSSM), 

ക്ലാസുകൾ നയിെ CEF സ്റ്റാഫ് , അധയാപകർ, സയണ്ട 

സ്കൂ ൾ ന്‍റഹഡ് മാസ്റ്റർ ക്ശീ. വിയനാൈ് യതാമസ്, ന്‍റസക്കട്ടറി                                      

ക്ശീ.യജക്ബ് യതാമസ് , സൂും പ്ലാറ്യഫാും ദകകാരയും 

ന്‍റചയ്ത ക്ശീ. മാതയു യജാണ്‍ (യജാബിൻ) എന്നിവയരാെുള്ള 

സഭയുന്‍റെ നന്ദി അറിയിക്ുന്നു. 

4. രൈാക്്തഡൌണ്‍ കാൈതത്ത ആോധനകള്‍  

സുംസ്ഥാനത്ത് യമയ് 8 മുതൽ വീണ്ടുും സേൂർണ്ണ 

യലാക്്ന്‍റഡൗണ്‍ ക്പഖ്യാപിെ സാഹചരയത്തിൽ 

യൈവാലയും അെഞ്ഞു കിെക്ുകയാണയല്ലാ. എന്നാൽ 

യമയ് 9, 16 ഞായറാഴ്െകളിന്‍റല ആരാധനകൾ സൂും 

പ്ലാറ്യഫാും ഉപയയാരിെ്  നെത്തി, യൂ െയൂബ്  

ചാനലിൽ താമയും ലഭിക്ത്തക്വണ്ണും 

വാട്ട്സാപ്പ്  വഴി അുംരങ്ങൾക്് അയെു 

ന്‍റകാെുത്തു.  ഇതിന്‍റെ സായങ്കതിക കാരയങ്ങന്‍റളല്ലാും 

നിയക്ന്തിെുന്‍റകാണ്ടിരിക്ുന്ന ക്ശീ. എബി. പി. കുരുവിള, 

ക്ശീ. ന്‍റമസ്ഫിൻ സക്റിയാസ ്എക്ബഹാും എന്നിവയരാെുള്ള 

സഭയുന്‍റെ നന്ദി അറിയിക്ുന്നു.       

       രതാമസ് ബിജു മാതയു  

           ന്‍റസക്കട്ടറി 
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Worker ’s  r ights ,  Worker ’s  Day and  

Workers with God 

Before we ponder over our theme for the month, I 

think it is necessary to glance through some historical 

events that necessitated the recognition of worker’s 

rights in the developed and developing nations around 

the globe.  

Inequalities and racism 

“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up 

and live out the true meaning of its creed…that all 

men are created equal…one day former slaves and 

slave owners will be able to sit down together at the 

table of brotherhood.” This is an excerpt from a public 

speech that was delivered by American civil rights activist, 

Martin Luther King Jr. at Washington during the march 

for jobs and freedom on August 28, 1963. The call 

was for civil and economic rights and an end to rac-

ism. Martin was shot dead by one of his enemies on 

April 4, 1968 and his dream has never become fully true. 

Key words and definitions 

Oxford dictionary defines the word slave as a person 

who is owned by another person and is forced to work 

for him. A worker is defined as a person who does a 

particular kind of work in a farm, factory, office, con-

struction site, hospital etc. A labourer is a person 

whose job involves hard physical work that is mostly 

unskilled, especially done outdoors. A slave does not 

have the privilege of being paid like the other workers.  

The system of slavery started as early as 3500 BC in 

the first Sumer civilization in Mesopotamia (now 

southern Iraq). War, poverty and famine were the 

main driving forces for this evil practice. The mighty and  



TIDINGS  May 2021 

 12 

powerful people took property from the earth for them-

selves and started using slaves. The role of today’s 

big machines was done by slaves. Most of the won-

ders of the world (The Pyramids, The Great Wall of 

China etc.) were built by slaves. The Israelites were 

slaves in Egypt before they were liberated by God 

through Moses. In the Bible, those who became 

slaves due to debts were to be treated with respect 

(Leviticus 25:39). Attempts to stop slavery can be 

seen in Nehemiah 5:1-13. Slavery was first banned in 

1803 in the European country, Denmark. In the US, 

slavery was abolished in 1865. Despite the fact that 

slavery is prohibited worldwide, modern forms of the 

sinister practice still persist in different forms – debt 

bondage in Asia, forced labour in gulf states, child la-

bour for agriculture in Africa and Latin American coun-

tries – all numbering around 40 million. 

Class struggle  

Class struggle happens when the rich business class 

hires the working class to make things for them to sell. 

The workers have no say in their pay or whatever 

things they make, since they are at the mercy of their 

bosses, having come to earn a living. Those who own 

and run business made huge profits which were the 

result of the hard manual labour of the working class. 

The benefits from the profits were not shared well with 

workers. Daring to ask for bonus often resulted in the 

termination of the job.  During and after the Industrial 

Revolution, machines were owned by bosses and the 

workers produced the different items. The bosses 

made money by buying the time and energy of the 

workers engaged in production. Struggle against the 

ruling class for labourer’s rights happened in many places  
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during the last centuries and is still going on. The true 

democratic system with all its ideals practically never 

exists anywhere.  

World Worker’s Day 

May 1 (May Day) is celebrated by the working class 

worldwide as International Worker’s Day. During the 

second part of the 19
th
 century, there were revolutions 

by industrial workers in Germany, France, England 

and the US demanding for the reduction in the work-

ing time from 12 – 15 hours to 8 hours. Historically, 

one particular event is referred to as the origin of May 

1 as Worker’s Day. On May 4, 1886, labourers assem-

bled at the Haymarket Square in Chicago and took a 

rally demanding ‘8 hours working day’. A bomb ex-

ploded among the crowd, followed by police firing and 

11 lives were lost. Many of the agitators who were 

protesting against the violations of worker’s rights, 

long work hours, poor working conditions, low wages 

and child labour were arrested and sentenced for life 

imprisonment and some were served death sentence. 

The incident sparked off a series of worldwide protests 

demanding the recognition of worker’s rights. In India, 

under the leadership of Singaravelar, leader of the La-

bour Kisan Party of Hindusthan, meetings were held in 

Madras, near the High Court and Triplicane beach in 

1923. A resolution was passed, urging the British Gov-

ernment to declare May 1 as Labour day and a Gov-

ernment holiday.  

Labourers in The Bible 

In the background of the world’s labour scene which I 

briefly presented here, how should we, the believers in 

Jesus Christ, perform our duties? Paul says in 1 Cor. 

3:9 “For we are co-workers in God’s service;  you are  
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God’s field, God’s building” and in 1 Cor. 3:6: “I plant-

ed the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 

making it grow.” While the text is primarily spoken in 

the apostolic and evangelical work of the early teach-

ers, the principle implied in the verses is very wide 

and it applies to all areas of life and activity – intellec-

tual, scholastic, philanthropic and social. Every work-

place can be converted into a place of service to the 

society, if the workers impart the virtues of sincerity, 

loyalty, integrity, equal respect to all classes of people 

and faithfulness in the given job. But according to the 

New Testament teaching, the highest form in which 

we can cooperate with God is the carrying out of The 

Great Commission, spreading the good news of salva-

tion and calling of disciples for Jesus Christ. (Matthew 

28:19, 20).  “But seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 

to you.” (Matthew 6:33).  

The labourers in the kingdom of the prince of this 

world (devil) are denied of their rights, proper wages 

and rest. In the garden of Eden over and above the 

abundance given by God, Eve was lured by the devil 

to eat the forbidden fruit to become equal with God. 

Because the fallen prince motivates people to be 

greedy to earn more and more, they never get satis-

fied of their thirst and lust. Hence more evil plans are 

plotted to exploit others to meet their own goals. Slav-

ery, bondage, denial of rights, lack of freedom and ex-

ploitation are all characteristics of the devil’s kingdom. 

Workers in God’s field 

In the kingdom of God, He selects people according to 

their skills for specific jobs as in the example of the 

builders of the Tabernacle (Exodus 35 & 36). All of God’s  
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creation is God’s property and should be used for the 

purposes for which God created it. (Psalm 104). God 

provides food in due season to every creature propor-

tional to their need and not greed. His provision is all 

around us. We need wisdom and effort to gather it 

(manna- Exodus 16:15,16). Working for the Lord also 

means doing good deeds and helping the poor as in 

the example of Tabitha in Acts 9:36-43. Not only did 

she regain her life by Peter’s command but also 

caused many to be drawn to faith in the Lord.  

When God sends you to a specific task, the commis-

sion of the sender is the first priority (John 4:34). 

There are many people waiting and ready to come to 

God’s kingdom. Disciples are reapers (workers) in that 

harvest. Their work would be rewarded. The fruit of 

this labour would last forever; every reaper and sower 

would rejoice together (John 4:36). In God’s work 

someone sows the seed and another one reaps the 

harvest (1 Cor.3:6-8).  No matter whoever sows or 

whoever reaps, the harvest brings glory to God.  The 

work of the church is like that of a gardener. Patience, 

vision and faith are required. We may not see the re-

sults now, but a rich harvest can be awaited.  

Prayer: Father in Heaven, unite us under your um-

brella of love and help us to see each other as equals 

created in your own image. Wherever you may place 

us, mould us to be instruments of the Good News and 

be faithful witnesses of our calling. Help us to do your 

will, working along with you as builders of your king-

dom and grant us citizenship of the same now and for 

evermore.  

         Saki Koshy Abraham, S-014  
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From the desk of the Treasurer 
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Donations: APRIL 2021 
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Christ Church Covid and Disaster Relief 

Fund (CCCDRF) 

An urgent meeting of the Church Committee was convened 

on 15/05/2021, to discuss immediate relief measures 

to be undertaken during this period of Covid pandemic 

and natural calamities, in concurrence with our 

Government and Diocese. 

It was decided to constitute "Christ Church Covid and 

Disaster Relief Fund (CCCDRF)" immediately and to 

undertake the following relief measures: 

 Contribute medical kits worth Rs.50000/- to Covid clinic 

in General Hospital,  

 Contribute Rs.2000/- each to 50 deserving families 

of our outstation churches, 

 Contribute Rs.5000/- each to 6 helpers in Adoor district,  

 Distribute grocery kits to migrant workers attending 

Hindi Worship Service,  

 Supply food packets to members of our church 

where all family members turn Covid positive  

 Give support to people affected by natural calamities 

 Contribute Rs.50000/- to Bishop's Covid Relief 

Fund as first instalment 

It was decided to constitute a Guidance Cell comprising 

the Diocesan Council members, area conveners and 

doctor members of our church to provide guidance 

and possible assistance/support to Covid affected 

families identified by respective area conveners. 

It was also decided to mobilize funds urgently 

from our church members, to carry out these ac-

tivities on extreme humanitarian grounds.  
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Your contributions may be made online to church account: 

CHRIST CHURCH TRIVANDRUM  

SB account No. 13170100040167  

with Federal Bank, Nanthancode                  

IFSC: FDRL0001317 

Please indicate your Christ Church ID number and 

the code CCCDRF against the PURPOSE column 

while transferring funds online. 

After transfer of funds, please inform by WhatsApp to  

Treasurer Sri. K. Paulraj   9447022463 

Church Wardens  

George Koshie:   9447055518 

Korah Abraham:   9447155109 

Vicar      9447176033 

 
1. PRAVEEN ROMAL SOLOMON, S/o Mrs& Mr. Romal 

Solomon, Medayil , Medical College.P.O., Trivandrum and   
    JISHA VARGHESE, D/o Mrs & Mr. G.K. Varghese, 

Bethel, Ochira on 05th April 2021. 

2. TINU JOHN THOMAS, S/o Mrs & Mr. Thomas Cherian, 
Thadathil, Kumarapurm, Medical College P.O, Trivandrum and  

    SREYA SARA GEORGE,D/o Mrs& Mr.Manu George, 
Panachayil, Mannanthala, Trivandrum on 10th April 2021 

3. ANIL ABRAHAM JACOB , S/o Mrs & Mr. Jacob C, 
Kannampurathu, Thachottukavu, Trivandrum and  

    NAVITHA MARY JOSEPH, D/o Mrs & Mr. Joseph 
Koshy, K K Puthenveedu,  on 15th April 2021. 

4. ASHOK THOMAS, S/o Mrs& Mr.Sushil Thom-
as,Mullamangalam, Kowdiar.P.O, Trivandrum and  

    SANJANA ACCAMMA KURIAN, D/o Mrs & Mr.Kurian 
Koshy, Plamthottathil, Pakkil, Kottayam on 17th April 2021 

MARRIAGE 
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Mrs. ELIZABETH JACOB (79),  

Pynummoottil, ID E-017, Kowdiar area 

passed away on 12
th
 April 2021. 

 
Mr. D. ALEXANDER (91),  

Koyikkal, ID A-064, Palayam Area,  

passed away on 15
th
 April 2021  

 
Mr. GEORGE CHERIYAN,  

Pynummoottil, ID G-013, Nanthencode 

area passed away on 19th April 2021 

 
Dr. GEORGE THOMAS (90),  

Panickaredathu, ID G-053, Kowdiar area 

passed away on. 24
th
 April 2021 

 
Mr. PUNNEN T. THOMAS (85),  

Pulicottil, ID P-042, Palayam area 

passed away on 27th Apri 2021l 

OBITUARY 

 

KEZIA SARA VIVEK, D/o Dr & Dr.(Mrs).Vivek Oommen 
Varghese, Seon Purathil, Sreekariyam, Trivandrum, was baptized 
on 11th April 2020. (Birthday 01st August 2020)  

BAPTISM 
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Taste and see the LORD is good (Psalm 34:8) 

The Story of My Son’s Wedding 

Our God intensely loves us and deeply cares for us. 
He provides all that we need at the right time. He has 
a plan for every one of us – when and where we 
would be born, what our tasks would be and even 
where we would settle down. [Jeremiah 29:11, Acts 17:26]  

During the year 2019, we celebrated our daughter’s 
wedding on the 26th of December 2019.  It was our 
fond hope and prayer that God would enable us to 
organize our eldest son Jai’s wedding also soon after-
wards.  The hitch was we did not know who was go-
ing to be the bride. We were praying and waiting on 
God to show us the girl chosen by Him. Our daugh-
ter’s wedding was to be solemnized in Chennai Eg-
more Wesley Church, and consequently for most of 
2019, my wife and I were busy shuttling between 
Chennai and Trivandrum regarding the arrangements. 
As the wedding day approached, we were so busy 
with the preparations that we found little time to think 
about our son’s marriage.  

On 9th November, about six weeks prior to our daugh-
ter’s wedding, a family whom we never met before, 
paid a surprise visit to our home with their daughter 
and we knew that God was working behind the 
scenes to show us the bride chosen by Him for our 
son. Surely, God fulfils the desires of those who fear 
Him. [Psalm 145:19] Jai was in the USA and had 
changed his job just 4 months earlier, and therefore 
was unable to travel to India to attend his sister’s 
wedding or to meet with the prospective bride and her 
family. The grace of God was evident, as the pro-
spective groom and bride were able to seal their 
agreement after just a couple of videocalls. The fami-
lies chose June 24, 2020 as the date of the wedding, 
giving ample time for proper planning. Unfortunately, 
when the year 2020 dawned the Covid-19 pandemic  
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struck, travel across international borders shut down.  
US Embassies worldwide pulled down their shutters 
for non-citizen services.  Our son required stamping of 
the US Visa to be able to return to the USA after his 
wedding. We know, no plan of God can be thwarted. 
Surely, He can do all things. [Job 42: 2] The children 
and the parents had to simply wait for God to move. 
We had to choose a new date for the wedding. 

After much prayer, we chose 15th Jan 2021 for Jai’s 
return to India.  It was almost nine years since Jai left 
for the USA to pursue higher studies. So, we too were 
eager to see him. We had no idea however, when Jai 
would be able to get appointment with the US Embas-
sy, for passport stamping to facilitate his return. The 
wedding was set to 3rd February 2021. His travel to 
India had to be approved at the highest levels in his 
company because of the Covid -19 situation. The 
company was also very considerate. Jai arrived safely 
on the 17

th
 of January 2021 and God enabled us to 

celebrate Jai’s wedding on 3rd February in a solemn 
and beautiful manner observing all the government 
guidelines and with a small audience of select friends 
and relatives. We also had a thanksgiving prayer ser-
vice on open lawns to close the wedding celebrations.  
By the grace of God no one fell ill, and everyone re-
turned home happily.   

If the newly married couple must travel to USA, the 
American Embassy needed to stamp both their pass-
ports. The planned return date was 12th March 2021. 
During the Covid-19 pandemic the American Embassy 
and Consulates had their own operating procedures 
and obtaining an appointment looked elusive. The US 
President Donald Trump had paused the stamping of 
H1B visas until 31st March 2021.   Ultimately, a win-
dow opened at the New Delhi Embassy for Mid-April 
and Jai fixed the return travel date to the USA as 21st 
April. The second Covid wave was starting in India as  
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Jai and his wife Mona travelled to Delhi for their visa 
interview.  Delhi was under night curfew as a precau-
tionary step. The LORD protected them, granted them 
favour with the US Embassy and brought them safely 
back to Trivandrum. Mona’s passport reached us at 9 
PM on the 20th.  Jai’s passport had arrived earlier on 
18th April.   The children left for USA on the morning of 
21

st
April. We later learnt that the US Embassy at New 

Delhi had cancelled appointments from 20thApril on-
wards and that United Airlines also cancelled their 
flights to India from 22

nd
 April.  (Subsequently, the air-

line has resumed from 25th April, but the Embassy is 
yet to resume visa interviews.)  

Why did I write this short story? It is only to 
acknowledge the wonderful deeds of our God who 
plans beautiful events for His children even during dif-
ficult seasons and carries them out to perfection.  On 
our own we could have done nothing. There were so 
many things to go wrong. Both the USA and our coun-
try are severely affected by Covid-19. If any of the RT-
PCR tests at any step had been positive or if any 
close family member had been affected the whole 
plan would have crashed.  Getting a visa appointment 
at the US Embassy was a big unknown impacting our 
son’s job. At every step we had been praying before 
taking a decision.  Many friends and our own family 
supported us in their ardent prayers for us and for Jai 
specifically.  God is faithful.  His mercies are new eve-
ry morning. (Lamentations 3:23) God who did not 
spare His own Son for us, how will He not graciously 
grant the simple prayers of His children. (Romans 
8:32) Those who look up to Him are never ashamed. 
Their faces are radiant. (Psalm 34:5) 

I wrote down this brief account of my son’s wedding 
as a rejoinder to one of our friends congratulating us 
on achieving the impossible.  We take no credit be-
cause we did not or could not do anything about the  
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circumstances.  All praise and glory be to the one true 
God who cares for us and sent His only Son to the 
cross as the vicarious sacrifice to reconcile all man-
kind to Him. 

Ebenezer Rajakumar E-008 
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Birthday Greetings - May 2021 
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Wedding Anniversaries - May 2021 
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