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“Vicar’s Reflections ’

Greetings to you in the name of our Risen Lord,

Nicholas Thomas Wright, known as N. T. Wright, is an
English New Testament scholar, Pauline theologian, and Anglican
bishop. He dispels a popular misconception concerning the
Ascension in his well-known book Surprised by Hope. He clarifies
that Jesus did not "go away" as a person departing from this earth
when He ascended; rather, He entered the realm of God, from
which He is actively reigning and present everywhere. This
realisation modifies our faith regarding the presence of the risen
Christ. It would be ideal to believe that the Ascended Christ is
distinctly present rather than far away.

01. What is out of sight becomes part of our faith.
The Ascension: Designing the Invisible Presence of God.

Book of Hebrews 11:1 says, "Faith is the evidence of things
not seen." What vanished from seeing did not vanish from reality
at Christ's Ascension; rather, it entered the sphere of faith. The
Ascension shows us that God's presence is not confined to what
is visible and is frequently most potent when it is not. As a result,
what is invisible is not a loss but rather a call to more confidence
and trust.

When we read 2 Kings 2:9-11, we understand the lives of
Elisha and Elijah. In front of Elisha, Elijah is carried into heaven. It
appears to be a loss. It's like being cut off. But it is reliable that ,
heaven's activity is a shift into a higher state of presence rather
than elimination. Elijah is no longer visible to Elisha, yet Elijah's
God's power endures. Similarly, Christ's Ascension is a divine re-
positioning rather than his absence. Augustine of Hippo said, "He
ascended from before our eyes, and we turn back grieving, only
to find Him in our hearts."
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02. The mission rises, even if the mantle falls.

The Mantle Persists: Christ Operates via His People

Teresa of Avila once said, “Christ has no body now but
yours; no hands, no feet on earth but yours.” The mission doesn't
end when the mantle falls; rather, it begins to multiply. Christ's
ministry continues throughout the lives of people who follow His
call; it does not end with His Ascension. When God's work rises
via His people, what appears to be loss becomes a transfer of
responsibility.

In 2 Kings 2:12-14, we read that Elisha hits the waves
after picking up the fallen mantle. This moment proclaims that the
mission continues to grow after the departure. The disciples of the
Ascended Christ are entrusted with His mission. Through His Spirit
and His followers, His presence is now felt. John Calvin once said,
"Christ’'s ascension was the means by which His grace might reach
us more fully.”

03. The unseen Christ is the undeniable Christ.

The Carpenter Continues to Work: Healing Despite Not
Being Seen

Epistle to the Hebrews 13:8 says,“Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.”

Christ continues His mission with undiminished strength
and purpose, even if He is not seen. He continues to labour in the
secret corners of human existence, giving completeness and
healing, much like the carpenter who silently forms and restores.
His invisibility doesn't make him weaker. Instead, his actions reflect
a more profound, ongoing presence that changes lives in ways
invisible to the naked eye.

Saint John 5:1-10 speaks about a man who has been in
pain for 38 years is healed by Jesus at Bethesda. Then a startling
event occurs: Jesus retreats and disappears (v. 13). It reveals
that even in the absence of the Miracle Worker, the miracle persists.
Unseen, the carpenter of Nazareth continues to construct, restore,
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and heal lives. Karl Barth said,“Jesus Christ is not a memory from
the past, but a living reality who meets us today.”

Like Elijah, Christ is taken up but not taken away; His
Ascension is a hew manner of being among us rather than a
departure. We are called to continue Christ’s work in this world,
just as Elisha took up the mantle and carried on the mission. Like
the man who was cured, whose life gave witness to a miracle
even after Jesus was no longer visible, we experience His changing
power even when He is invisible. Let us believe that the Ascended
Christis not visible to the naked eye, but His work is unmistakable
and visible to everyone who experiences it.

May god bless you all
Rev. Alex P Oommen
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Area Prayer Meetings

Date & Time Area Name IDNo. | P No. | Phone

03-05-2026 Sunday | Peroorkada Mr. Roy Philip R-062 | 323 | 9846165640
4:30pm

10-05-2026 Sunday | Peroorkada Mr. Joseph Jacob J-164 | 112 | 9562388004
5:00pm

24-05-2026 Sunday | Peroorkada Mr. M. K. Philip T-012 | 391 8137023110
5:00pm




