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“Vicar’s Reflections ’

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you all in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

By God's grace, we arrived at Christ Church on 28" May
by noon. Thank you very much for the warm introduction and the
hospitality extended to us by Trivandrum Christ Church. Special
word of thanks for the reception accorded to us on the 31st Sunday
during the Divine Service.

As Trivandrum is a new place for us, it may take some
time to become familiar with the surroundings. Allow me to
introduce my family. My wife, Beena, is a retired teacher from Baker
Memorial Girls' School, Kottayam and hails from Kodukulanji. Our
children, Vishal and Vinay, may be away from home due to their
jobs and studies.

Please bear with me as | do not plan to undertake extensive
visits immediately. Instead, | will be visiting parish members along
with the Area Prayer Leaders so that we may become better
acquainted. During this period, we will also update our parish
directory.

The parsonage is always open to parishioners to share
their joys and sorrows. If there are any matters you would like to
discuss, you may communicate them through your Area Prayer
Leaders, who can convey them to me. If you wish to speak directly,
please feel free to call me. If | am unable to answer, kindly leave a
message. We deeply appreciate your prayers, fellowship and
support during our tenure here.

As we enter the month of July, we thank God for His
abundant grace, protection and guidance throughout the first half
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of the year. Every new month reminds us of God's faithfulness
and provides an opportunity to renew our commitment to Him.
The Psalmist declares, "This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it" (Psalm 118:24). With grateful hearts,
let us continue our journey of faith, trusting in God's unfailing love.
Growing Through Theological Learning

One of the greatest needs of the Church today is a deeper
understanding of God's Word. Christian faith is not merely an
emotional experience; it is rooted in the truth revealed through
Scripture. Bible study helps believers to understand God more
clearly, strengthens our faith and equips us to face the challenges
of the modern world.

Therefore, let us faithfully participate in fellowship meetings
and Friday fasting prayers. These gatherings are conducted within
a stipulated time, enabling us to enjoy fellowship with God and
return home on time. Our young people should also gather regularly
for youth fellowship on Sundays and if possible, on weekday
evenings as well.

We thank God for the ministry of the Sunday School. At
the same time, we must remain attentive to those who may not
yet be participating. Let us make every effort to include and
encourage them.

The Apostle Paul encouraged Timothy: "Do your best to
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth"
(2 Timothy 2:15). This exhortation remains relevant for every
Christian. Whether through Bible study groups, Sunday School,
fellowship meetings, personal devaotion, or theological education,
we are called to grow in the knowledge of God.

Theology is not reserved only for clergy or scholars. Every
believer is called to know God more deeply and to witness faithfully
in society. A church that studies God's Word becomes a church
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that serves God's mission effectively. Therefore, let us cultivate a
culture of learning, reflection, and spiritual growth within our parish.
St. James' Day: A Call to Faithful Discipleship

The month of July also reminds us of the witness of St.
James the Apostle, whose feast is traditionally observed on 25"
July. St. James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John, was
among the first disciples called by Jesus. He left everything to
follow Christ and became part of Jesus' inner circle, witnessing
significant moments in our Lord's ministry.

As a Diocese, we too observe this day with gratitude, as it
marks the Formation Day of our Diocese. Arrangements are being
made to celebrate the occasion meaningfully. On the 18™,
congregations from this Zone will gather at Mavelikara and on the
25", the Diocesan-level celebration will be held at Kottayam. Your
wholehearted participation is greatly appreciated.

St. James teaches us valuable lessons about discipleship.
His journey began with zeal and ambition but matured into humble
service and sacrificial commitment. He became the first apostle to
suffer martyrdom for the sake of Christ (Acts 12:1-2), demon
strating unwavering faith even unto death.

His life challenges us to ask ourselves:

» Are we willing to follow Christ wholeheartedly?

Do we place God's Kingdom above our personal ambitions?
* Are we ready to bear witness to Christ in our daily lives?

True discipleship involves sacrifice, service, and steadfast
faith. In a world often driven by self-interest, St. James reminds us
that greatness in God's Kingdom is found through humility and
faithful obedience.

As a parish family, let us dedicate ourselves anew to
worship, prayer, fellowship and service. May our homes become
centres of Christian witness, our organizations become instruments
of ministry and our congregation become a beacon of Christ's love
within the community.




TIDINGS JULY 2026

Let us pray for our children and youth, that they may grow
in wisdom and faith. Let us remember our senior members, whose
lives continue to inspire us through their experience and devotion.
Let us also reach out to those who are sick, lonely and burdened,
reflecting the compassion of Christ in practical ways.

May the example of St. James inspire us to be faithful
disciples and may our study of God's Word lead us into a deeper
relationship with Him.

We gratefully remember the ministry and services of Rev.
Alex P. Oommen and his family. May his ministry in Nedunga
dappally continue to be richly blessed.

One challenge we currently face concerns the Annual
General Body meeting and the formal handing over of
responsibilities. As these processes were not completed on time,
| had to assume charge and proceed with the administration of
the parish. Waiting further would have hindered the orderly
functioning of the church.

I am grateful to the Church Committee for their support in
completing pending matters and moving forward. You are all aware
of the situation and | request your wholehearted understanding
and cooperation. Our Church, being a pioneering congregation in
this area, must continue to be strengthened and carry forward its
mission in the years ahead. Accordingly, the election procedures
should also be completed on time. Let us pray that God may anoint
His chosen leaders to guide the church in the days to come.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Yours in Christ's Service,
Thomas Paikad
St. Peter’s day 2026
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