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“Vicar’s BReflections ’

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

As we enter the month of August, our nation prepares to
celebrate Independence Day, commemorating the freedom gained
through the sacrifices, struggles and vision of those who longed
for a free and just India. This occasion invites us not only to
remember our national heritage but also to reflect on the deeper
meaning of freedom from a Christian perspective. The Holy
Scriptures remind us that freedom is a gift from God. St. Paul
writes, “For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1). While
political independence grants us the liberty to live as citizens of a
free nation, the freedom that Christ offers liberates us from the
bondage of sin, fear, selfishness and spiritual darkness. True
freedom is found when our lives are surrendered to God's will and
guided by His truth. As Christians living in a democratic nation, we
are called to be responsible citizens who seek the welfare of the
society in which God has placed us. Our patriotism should be
expressed not merely through words or celebrations, but through
lives marked by honesty, justice, compassion, and service. We
honour our nation when we work for peace, uphold human dignity,
care for creation and stand with those who are marginalized and
suffering.

As we celebrate our nation's freedom, we also thank God
for His abundant grace and faithfulness upon our parish. The past
few weeks have been a time of meaningful fellowship, worship,
and congregational life, reminding us of God's continued guidance
in our journey as a faith community. We are grateful to God for
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the successful celebration of our Diocesan Day. It was a joyous
occasion that enabled us to remember our diocesan heritage,
celebrate our unity in Christ, and renew our commitment to the
mission of the Church. | thank all those who worked tirelessly in
planning and organising the various programmes and all who
participated wholeheartedly in the celebrations. May the spirit of
fellowship and mission that marked the occasion continue to inspire
us in the days ahead.

We also thank God for the smooth conduct of our Annual
General Body meeting. Such gatherings are important
opportunities for prayerful reflection, accountability and collective
discernment as we seek God's will for the life and ministry of our
parish. | would also like to place on record my sincere appreciation
to all who were involved in organising the farewell and send-off
programme for our former Vicar, Rev. Alex P. Oommen and family.
The arrangements reflected the love, respect, and gratitude of
the congregation for his faithful ministry among us. Such occasions
remind us that the Church is not merely an institution but a family
united in Christ. We continue to thank God for his service and
pray that the Lord may bless and guide him abundantly in his
continuing ministry.

During this month, we also look forward to the celebration
of Onam, one of Kerala's most cherished festivals. Beyond its
cultural significance, Onam reminds us of values that resonate
deeply with the Christian faith-gratitude for God's providence, the
joy of community, hospitality, sharing with those in need and the
hope of harmony among all people. As families and communities
come together in celebration, may we remember those who are
lonely, struggling, or in need of support. Let us use this festive
season as an opportunity to strengthen bonds of fellowship, extend
acts of kindness and give thanks to God for His abundant blessings
upon our lives and our land.
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| extend my congratulations to the newly elected office
bearers - The Church Wardens, diocesan council members and
committee members. We now await the approval of the bishop
before the formal assumption of responsibilities takes place. Also
praise God for the outgoing committee for their effort in the day to
day running of the church. Leadership in the Church is not merely
a position of honour but a sacred responsibility entrusted by God
and affirmed by the congregation. May the Lord grant them
wisdom, humility, integrity and a servant heart as they undertake
their responsibilities. Let us uphold them in our prayers and extend
our wholehearted support as they lead the various ministries of
our parish.

| would also like to address a special word to our young
people and to the parents of our Sunday School students. Our
Sunday School and Youth Movement are vital ministries of the
Church and play an essential role in nurturing the faith of future
generations. | encourage parents who bring their children to
Sunday School to participate faithfully in the worship service and
to inspire their children to do the same. Christian worship is
corporate in nature; each member of the Body of Christ has a
significant place within it. Let us work together to nurture our
children in the faith and help them grow into committed, church-
oriented disciples of Christ. To our young people, | wish to say
that the future of the Church depends greatly on their commitment,
and participation. The Church needs your enthusiasm, creativity,
talents, and leadership. In a world filled with many distractions
and competing voices, remain rooted in Christ, diligent in prayer,
faithful in worship and active in the life and mission of the Church.
Do not under estimate the role God can play through your life. As
St. Paul reminds us, “Let no one despise your youth, but set the
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). Our celebrations also take place against
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the backdrop of a troubled world. Ongoing wars and conflicts in
different parts of the world continue to bring suffering, displacement
and loss of life to countless families. We grieve with those who
mourn and pray for God's peace to prevail where hatred and
violence have taken root. As followers of Christ, the Prince of
Peace, we are called to be instruments of reconciliation,
compassion and hope. Closer to home, the recurring natural
calamities in Kerala-heavy rains, floods, landslides and the
resulting hardships faced by many families-remind us of the fragility
of life and our responsibility toward one another and God's creation.
Let us remember in our prayers those who have lost loved ones,
homes, livelihoods and security. May our concern not remain
merely in words, but be expressed through practical acts of
compassion, generosity and solidarity with those who suffer.

On an experimental basis, we have begun livestreaming
both worship services. This facility is not intended as an alternative
to regular church attendance but as a ministry for those who are
unable to travel, are unwell, elderly, or living far away. | encourage
all who are physically able to continue participating in person in
the worship and fellowship of the Church. For your convenience,
a QR code is displayed during the offertory for offerings. Please
note that this facility is intended exclusively for offertory
contributions. Other subscriptions and designated contributions
may be made through the respective channels provided by the
parish.

| am also pleased to inform you that we have replaced the
disposable plastic communion cups with stainless steel cups. This
change reflects our commitment to responsible stewardship of
creation, while also ensuring that the cups can be properly sterilised
and reused.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to our Area
Prayer Leaders who assist me in pastoral visitation and ministry.
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Thank you also to all parishioners for the warm welcome and
hospitality extended during these visits. Your fellowship and
encouragement are deeply appreciated. At the same time, | wish
to remind you that in cases of emergency, pastoral need, illness,
or bereavement, you may contact me or Rev. Ninan P. Thomas.
We will make every effort to be present and offer pastoral care at
the earliest opportunity. Likewise, if any of our senior members or
those who are unable to travel or remain seated for extended
periods during worship desire to receive Holy Communion, kindly
inform the Area Prayer Leaders so that arrangements may be
made for Cottage Holy Eucharist.

Let us continue to walk together in faith, hope, and love,
seeking first the Kingdom of God and serving one another with
joy and humility. May the Lord bless our parish, our diocese, our
nation and each one of our families.

Yours in Christ,
Thomas Paikad
Vicar
Martha,Mary and Lazer of Bethany’s day
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