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“Vicar’s BReflections ’

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

As we enter the month of September, we have many
reasons to thank God. The Lord has graciously sustained our
Church through the various ministries, programmes and
responsibilities of the past months. We are especially grateful for
His abundant grace and mercy during this season of elections
and appointments in the Church and its organizations. The various
committees have now been elected or appointed for the coming
triennium.

Such transitions are not merely administrative matters.
They are opportunities for us to reflect on the nature of Christian
calling and service. Every responsibility entrusted to us in the
Church must ultimately be understood as a calling from God
and an opportunity to serve His people.

St. Paul exhorts us, “Live a life worthy of the calling you
have received” (Ephesians 4:1). Therefore, those who have been
entrusted with leadership must remember that they are not merely
members of a particular group or committee. They have been
entrusted with a responsibility in the ministry of Christ. Leadership
in the Church is not a matter of status or privilege; it is a ministry
of stewardship.

Called to Serve — Not to Be Served

Jesus gives us the clearest model of Christian leadership.
He said:

“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant.”"Matthew 20:26
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Christian leadership is radically different from worldly
leadership. The Church does not call people to positions merely
for recognition, influence or authority. We are called to serve.

Therefore, those who have been elected or appointed to
various committees should prayerfully ask: “Lord, what do You
want me to do for Your Church?” Ratherthan asking, “What is
my position?”, we should ask, “How can | serve?” Rather than
seeking recognition, we should seek faithfulness. Rather than
protecting our own interests, we should seek the wellbeing and
unity of the whole Church. May every office bearer remember that
the Church belongs to Christ. We are only stewards of what He
has entrusted to us. May each one therefore live worthy of this
calling.

With Gratitude to Those Who Have Served

As we welcome the new committees, we must not forget
to thank God for those who have completed their term of service.

On behalf of the congregation, | express my sincere
gratitude to every member of the outgoing committees for their
time, commitment, sacrifice and service. Every ministry has its
challenges. There may have been difficult decisions, differences
of opinion and situations that required patience and perseverance.
Yet, through all these circumstances, God has sustained His
Church.

We thank the outgoing committee members not merely for
what was accomplished, but especially for their willingness to
serve. St. Paul reminds us: “Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is
notinvain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58. May we receive their service with
gratitude and remember them in our prayers. May the Lord bless
them and their families, and may the experience and wisdom gained
through their service continue to be a blessing to the Church.

Welcoming the New Committee with Prayer

The arrival of a new committee is not simply a change of
names. It is the beginning of a new season of ministry. Let us
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therefore welcome the new committees not with unrealistic
expectations, but with prayer, encouragement and cooperation.
The congregation has a responsibility to pray for those who lead.
Leaders need wisdom when making decisions, patience when
dealing with people, courage when facing difficulties and humility
when receiving criticism. James tells us: “If any of you lacks
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault.” James 1:5. This should be one of our principal
prayers for every leader: Lord, give them wisdom, give them
humility, give them unity, Give them discernment, Give them
courage, Give them a servant’s heart. May the new committees
understand that they are called not to rule over the Church, but to
serve Christ and His people.

Choir Sunday — A Ministry of Worship

Choir Sunday reminds us that the gifts God gives us are
meant for His glory. The ministry of the choir is not simply musical
performance. It is a ministry of worship. When the choir sings, the
congregation is invited to lift its heart to God. The Psalmist says:
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth”.
Psalm 96:1. May our choir always remember that its primary
purpose is to glorify God and lead the congregation in worship.
May every song become an offering of praise and every voice
become an instrument for proclaiming God’s goodness.

Teachers’ Day — A Ministry of Formation

Teachers’ Day gives us an opportunity to express our
gratitude to all those who invest their time, knowledge and love in
shaping lives. Within the Church, teachers have a particularly
important ministry. Through Sunday School, Bible study and other
educational ministries, they help children and adults understand
God’s Word and grow in faith. A Christian teacher does not merely
communicate information. A Christian teacher helps shape
character, faith and commitment to Christ. May we therefore pray
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for all our teachers, especially those who faithfully invest their
time in nurturing the younger generation.

Senior Citizens’ Day — A Ministry of Wisdom and Witness

Our senior members are a precious gift to the Church.
The Bible repeatedly reminds us to honour those who have walked
before us. Their experiences, struggles, prayers and testimonies
can become a source of encouragement to younger generations.
The Psalmist says: “Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake
me, my God, till | declare your power to the next generation”.
Psalm 71:18. Our seniors have a ministry of testimony. Their lives
can proclaim God’s faithfulness to the generations that follow. Let
us therefore honour them, listen to them, care for them and learn
from them.

CSI Day — Called to Unity and Mission

CSI Day reminds us of our identity, heritage and mission as
the Church of South India.  The unity of the Church is not merely
an organizational arrangement. It is part of our Christian witness.
In a world often marked by division, the Church is called to
demonstrate the reconciling love of Christ. Paul exhorts us: “Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”.
Ephesians 4:3. As we enter a new season of leadership, may we
guard the unity of our congregation. Differences may arise, but
differences need not become divisions. Let Christ remain at the
centre of our fellowship, decisions and ministry.

Bible Study and Prayer — Our Source of Strength

All our ministries will become fruitful only when they are
rooted in the Word of God and prayer. Committees cannot function
merely through meetings. Choirs cannot minister merely through
practice. Teachers cannot teach merely through knowledge.
Leaders cannot lead merely through experience.
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We need the Word of God and prayer.

The Word gives us direction; prayer teaches us
dependence upon God. Jesus said: “Apart from me you can do
nothing”. John 15:5. This is perhaps the most important truth for
every Christian leader and every member of the Church to
remember. Our area prayer meetings are an important means of
strengthening our fellowship and spiritual life. It is encouraging to
see that some areas have organized these gatherings regularly
and meaningfully. At the same time, there are areas where prayer
meetings are not as regular as they could be. | encourage every
family and every area fellowship to give renewed importance to
these gatherings. They are not merely another programme of the
Church. They are opportunities to pray together, study the Word
together, know one another, share our burdens and encourage
one another in faith. In the midst of our busy lives, we can easily
become isolated. Area prayer meetings provide a space where
we can come together as the family of God and remind one another
that we do not walk alone.

Regular Worship — A Priority for Every Family

| would also encourage every member to give greater
importance to regular worship. For many, Sunday is becoming
increasingly crowded with work, studies, travel and other
commitments. Yet worship should not be treated as something
that can be set aside whenever other priorities arise. Worship is
not merely an obligation. It is where we gather as the people of
God to hear His Word, receive His grace, offer our praise and
strengthen one another in fellowship. Especially to parents who
bring their children to Sunday School, | make a sincere appeal:
please make every effort to participate in the worship service
along with your children. Our children need more than Sunday
School lessons. They need to see their parents worshipping God.
They need to experience the congregation praying, singing,
listening to God’s Word and sharing in the life of the Church.
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Let our children not become separated from the
worshipping community. They are among the greatest and most
precious gifts entrusted to us by God. In the midst of our hectic
lives, we must intentionally nurture their relationship with Christ
and help them grow within the fellowship of the Church. The
responsibility of Christian parents is not simply to provide
education, career opportunities and material security. We are also
called to form our children in faith and lead them towards
Christ. The Church should become for them a spiritual home-a
place where they are known, loved, accepted and encouraged.
As they grow older and eventually move to different places for
education, employment or other opportunities, the spiritual
foundation they receive today can remain with them. In times of
loneliness, uncertainty and difficulty, the faith they have learned
and the worshipping community they have experienced can
become a source of strength. Let us therefore invest in our children
not only by bringing them to Sunday School, but by bringing them
into the full life of the worshipping community.

Let Us Become a Praying Church

Therefore, let our Church be a praying Church, Let our
committees begin their responsibilities with prayer, Let our
meetings be preceded by prayer, Let our decisions be brought
before God, Let our families pray together, Let our area fellowships
become places of prayer and mutual encouragement, Let our
conflicts be taken to prayer before they become divisions, Let our
children learn to pray by seeing us pray, Let our worship be the
centre of our common life.

The strength of the Church does not ultimately depend
upon programmes, buildings, committees or resources. The
strength of the Church comes from its dependence upon God.

September therefore becomes a month of gratitude,
transition, calling and prayer. We thank God for those who have
faithfully served. We welcome those who are beginning a new
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responsibility. We celebrate the ministries of our choir, teachers
and senior members. We remember our identity and mission as
the CSI. And we renew our commitment to Bible study, prayer and
regular worship. Above all, let us remember that we belong to
Christ and we are called to serve Christ. May every committee
member, every office bearer, every parent, every teacher, every
senior member, every young person and every child hear the call
of God upon their lives. May the Lord make our Church: a praying
Church, a learning Church, a worshipping Church, a united
Church, a caring Church, and a serving Church. May everything
we do be for the glory of God and the building up of the body of
Christ. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for human masters.” Colossians 3:23. Let us
serve with humility, lead with wisdom, worship with joy, learn
with eagerness, care for one another with love, and pray
without ceasing.

Yours in His Service
Thomas Paikad

St. Bartholomeus’ Day 2026 Vicar
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