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“Vicar’s BReflections ’

“Called to Serve, Called to Reform, Called to Care”

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. As we enter the month of October, we are
once again reminded of God’s abundant grace and faithfulness.
Every new month is an invitation to pause, reflect, give thanks,
and renew our commitment to the mission entrusted to us as the
people of God. As a Church, we have every reason to be grateful
to God for leading the Church of South India into another year of
witness and ministry. People from different walks of life,
backgrounds and generations come together to worship as one
community. This unity is a gracious gift of God and a testimony to
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore remain humble
before the Lord and faithful to our calling, so that future generations
too may find their place within the fellowship of Christ.

October brings before us several significant occasions and
areas of ministry, including Youth Sunday, our ministry through
Asha Bhavan and our special concern for challenged girls, and
Reformation Sunday. Each of these occasions invites us to look
beyond ourselves and become a Church that worships God
faithfully, serves humanity compassionately, and witnesses to the
transforming power of the Gospel.

Youth Sunday - Empowered to Withess

Youth are not merely the future of the Church; they are an
essential part of the Church today. The energy, creativity, questions,
convictions and gifts of young people are valuable gifts to the life
and mission of the Church. Paul reminds Timothy: “Let no one
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despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech
and conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12

The Church has a responsibility not merely to instruct young
people, but also to listen to them, accompany them, encourage
them and create meaningful spaces for their participation in
ministry. At the same time, young people are called to use their
gifts responsibly for the glory of God.

| am very grateful to God that we have a good number of
young people who gather regularly for meetings and Bible study.
The praise and worship service organised by them was a
meaningful occasion to glorify the Lord. | encourage every member
to become part of this fellowship in the days ahead. The burdens
and rigidities of life can be laid aside when we come into the
presence of God and experience His grace and fellowship.

| am also grateful for the support given towards the mission
entrusted to our young people by the Adoor District. The renovation
of the mission house at Elamannur has been completed with your
generous support. | sincerely thank everyone who contributed
towards this ministry.

In a rapidly changing world, our young people face many
challenges-questions about identity, relationships, career, faith,
values, technology, social media and the pressures of
contemporary life. The Church must be a community where young
people can ask honest questions without fear and discover that
Christian faith is not a burden but a life-giving relationship with
Christ.

Let us therefore pray for our young people and encourage
them to become faithful disciples, compassionate citizens and
courageous witnesses of Christ. A Church that invests in its youth
invests in its future mission.
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Asha bhavan. Care for Challenged Girls - A Ministry of
Compassion

October also calls us to remember and care for girls and
young women who live with challenges and vulnerabilities. Their
lives remind us of the biblical truth that every human being is
created in the image and likeness of God.

Jesus consistently demonstrated special concern for those
who were neglected, excluded or considered insignificant by
society. His ministry was marked by compassion, dignity and
inclusion. Therefore, Christian care cannot be limited to words of
sympathy. It must become practical compassion, meaningful
inclusion and sustained support.

The ministry carried out through Asha Bhavan in Kottayam
and Shalom Mission in Mumbai is worthy of our attention and
support. Asha Bhavan extends care to challenged girls, while
Shalom Mission reaches out to girls who have been rescued from
exploitative situations and seeks to protect them from those who
prey upon their vulnerability. Our concern for challenged girls is
not an act of charity that places us above others. It is an expression
of our shared humanity and Christian responsibility.

Every girl deserves dignity, safety, education, opportunity,
friendship and the freedom to develop the gifts God has given
her. As a Church, may we ask ourselves: Are we creating
communities where every person is seen, heard, valued and
welcomed?

Our ministry should seek not merely to provide assistance,
but also to nurture confidence, independence, education,
participation and hope. When we care for those who face greater
challenges, we are living out Christ's command to love our
neighbour. May God give us compassionate hearts and willing
hands so that our concern may become a transforming ministry.
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Reformation Sunday —Always Reforming Under the Word of God

Reformation Sunday reminds us of the importance of
continually returning to the Word of God and examining the life
and witness of the Church. The Reformation was not simply a
historical movement. At its heart was a renewed emphasis on the
authority of Scripture, the grace of God, faith in Christ and the
calling of the whole people of God to participate in His mission.

The familiar Reformation principle, Ecclesia semper
reformanda est “The Church is always to be reformed”-challenges
us to recognise that the Church must continually allow itself to be
renewed according to the Gospel. Reformation, therefore, is not
merely about remembering what happened in the sixteenth
century. Itis about asking what God is calling the Church to become
today. Are our worship and ministries Christ-centred? Are we
faithful to the Word of God? Are we open to the needs of the
present generation? Are we willing to correct what needs
correction? Are we becoming a more compassionate, inclusive
and mission-oriented community?

True reform begins not with changing others but with
allowing God to transform our own hearts and lives. The
Reformation reminds us that the Church does not belong to any
individual, group or generation. The Church belongs to Christ.
Therefore, our traditions, structures and ministries must continually
be examined in the light of Christ and His Gospel,

A Church Called to Serve. The mission of the Church is
not simply to maintain its institutions but to participate in God's
mission in the world. Jesus said: “As the Father has sent me, so |
send you.” John 20:21

Our worship must lead us to witness, our fellowship must
lead us to service, and our faith must lead us to compassionate
action.
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Once again, the long-awaited Harvest Festival is at hand.
Let this be a time of joyful fellowship, gratitude and generous
support for the mission of the Church. As Advent and Christmas
are approaching, let us prepare our hearts prayerfully to welcome
the King of Kings and allow Christ to reign as the true Master of
our lives.

Directory Updating

Our Church Directory updating process is currently in
progress. | kindly request all members to cooperate with the
process and contact the respective Area Convenors regarding any
corrections or changes that need to be made. Accurate information
will help us maintain proper communication and pastoral contact
within our congregation.

Called to Walk Together

Let October become a month of renewed commitment.
Let our young people find meaningful places to serve. Let those
who face challenges experience the love and dignity of Christ
through our ministry. Let us continue to support ministries that
protect, nurture and empower vulnerable people. Let Reformation
Sunday remind every one of us that we are called to continual
spiritual renewal.

We are called to be a worshipping, faithful and accountable
community. Let each person and every organisation walk in the
light of the living God. We are human beings, and we all make
mistakes. As the familiar saying reminds us, “To err is human, to
forgive is divine.” Let us therefore cultivate a spirit of humility,
forgiveness, reconciliation and mutual respect. Let us walk together
as a community of faith-young and old, strong and vulnerable,
leaders and members-seeking together to live out the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
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May the Lord bless our congregation, our families, our
young people, our children, our senior members and every ministry
undertaken in His name.

May He strengthen us to serve faithfully, reform continually,
care compassionately and witness courageously.

With prayers and Christian greetings,
Yours in His service,
Thomas Paikad
Vicar
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CHURCH DUES/MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION : 2026-27

Members can pay their church subscription dues, Tidings
advertisement fees, other dues through the cover at Church or at
the Parsonage Office at Devasomboard junction.

The dues may be paid online after intimating by
e-mail: office@csichristchurch.org or by informing the Treasurer.

CHRIST CHURCH, TRIVANDRUM
FEDERAL BANK - SB  :13170100040167
IFSC : FDRL0001317
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