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“Vicar’s BReflections ’

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

As we enter the month of November, we are reminded of
God’s abundant grace, unfailing faithfulness, and enduring love.
Every new month offers us an opportunity to reflect on our spiritual
journey, give thanks for God’s blessings, and renew our
commitment to the mission entrusted to us as the Church of Christ.
November brings before us several significant occasions that invite
us to remember the faithful withesses of the past, nurture the faith
of the younger generation, express gratitude for God’s provision,
and prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All Saints’ Day- Remembering the Faithful Witnesses

All Saints’ Day reminds us of the lives of those who faithfully
followed Christ and bore witness to the Gospel through their words,
actions, sacrifices and service. Their lives inspire us to remain
steadfast in faith, persevere through difficulties, and continue our
Christian journey with hope. As Hebrews 12:1 reminds us, we are
surrounded by a great cloud of withesses and are called to run
with perseverance the race set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

As we remember the saints, let us also recognise our calling
to live holy lives in our own generation. Holiness is not merely a
matter of religious observance; it is expressed through love,
humility, justice, forgiveness, compassion and faithful service. May
the lives of those who have gone before us encourage us to
become faithful witnesses of Christ in our homes, Church and
society.
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As announced earlier, | request all our parish members to
take time to keep the tombs of our departed dear ones neat, clean
and tidy. Caring for the resting places of our loved ones is a
meaningful expression of love, respect, and remembrance. Let
us maintain them with dignity while holding firmly to our Christian
hope in the resurrection and the promise of eternal life in Christ.

Sunday School Sunday - Nurturing the Faith of the Young

World Sunday School Day, observed during the first week
of November, reminds us of the importance of Christian education
and the responsibility of the Church to nurture children in the
knowledge and love of God. The contribution of Robert Raikes,
who pioneered the Sunday School movement in eighteenth-century
England, and the subsequent development of Sunday Schools
around the world deserve our grateful remembrance.

Jesus welcomed children and declared that the kingdom
of God belongs to those who receive it with childlike faith (Mark
10:14-16). Children are not merely the future of the Church; they
are an integral part of the Church today.

Our Sunday School teachers, parents and church leaders
share the sacred responsibility of helping children grow in faith,
character, wisdom and Christian values. Christian education must
go beyond teaching Bible stories and memorising verses. It must
help children experience God'’s love, practise forgiveness, respect
others, care for creation and become responsible members of
society.

On this special occasion, let us express our sincere
appreciation to our Sunday School teachers and all those who
faithfully invest their time, talents and energy in this ministry. Their
dedication plays a vital role in shaping the spiritual lives of our
children. Let us also encourage parents to become the first
teachers of faith in their homes, nurturing their children through
prayer, Scripture and Christian example. Please encourage
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children to be part of the worship service. Some of the parents are
not taking this seriously. Mere presence in the church compound
is not becoming part of the worship. Children also follow that.
Teachers, please tell the parents to attend worship. Teachers
should also attend the worship service.

May our children grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ and become faithful withesses of His love in a
changing world.

Advent - Preparing Our Hearts for the Coming Lord

With the beginning of Advent Season, the Church enters a
new cycle in its liturgical calendar. The Christian year begins with
Advent and progresses through the seasons of Christmas,
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. This annual rhythm helps
us reflect on the life and ministry of Christ and renew our faith in
the saving work of God.

Advent is a season of waiting, hope, repentance and
spiritual preparation. It invites us to remember the first coming of
Christ in humility and to renew our hope in His promised coming
in glory. It calls us to prepare not merely for the celebration of
Christmas but for a deeper encounter with the living Christ.

Prophet Isaiah declares, “Prepare the way of the Lord”
(Isaiah 40:3). This call challenges us to examine our hearts, remove
the obstacles that distance us from God, and make room for Christ
in our lives. In a world often marked by conflict, fear, division and
uncertainty, Advent reminds us that God has not abandoned His
creation. The light of Christ continues to shine in the darkness,
bringing hope to the hopeless and peace to troubled hearts.

As we prepare for Advent, let us devote ourselves to prayer,
meditation on Scripture, reconciliation and acts of compassion.
May our preparations for Christmas be shaped by simplicity,
hospitality, generosity and love. Let us also become bearers of
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hope to those who feel forgotten, lonely or burdened by life’s
struggles.

Advent is not simply a season of waiting; it is a call to live
faithfully and expectantly as people of God’s coming kingdom.

Harvest Festival - Gratitude for God’s Abundant Provision

The Harvest Festival calls us to recognise God as the
source of every good gift. The beauty of creation, the fruitfulness
of the earth, the labour of farmers, and the food on our tables
remind us of God’s sustaining grace. Scripture declares, “The
earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1).

Harvest thanksgiving is more than an annual celebration
or an offering of agricultural produce. It is an expression of a
grateful heart and a reminder of our responsibility to share God'’s
blessings with others. While we thank God for the abundance we
enjoy, we must also remember those who experience hunger,
poverty, unemployment and uncertainty about their daily needs.

Our gratitude must lead us to generosity. The gifts we bring
to the altar should be accompanied by a willingness to share with
the poor, support those in need, care for the environment and
promote justice in our communities. As a Church, may we cultivate
a spirit of stewardship, recognising that everything we possess is
entrusted to us by God for His glory and the well-being of our
neighbours.

The Harvest Festival brochure and contribution cover will
be available shortly. You may collect them from the church in the
coming days. | encourage everyone to participate wholeheartedly
in this celebration of thanksgiving. Beyond the practical
arrangements, let this occasion be an opportunity to renew our
fellowship, strengthen our relationships, and work together for the
glory of God.
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May this Harvest Festival inspire us not only to thank God
for what we receive but also to become channels of His provision
and blessing to others.

Parish Directory — Updating Our Records Together

Our parish directory, which was last updated approximately
ten years ago, now requires a comprehensive revision. During
this period, some of our dear members have departed to eternity,
while others have joined our parish fellowship. It is therefore
important that our records reflect the present membership of our
congregation accurately.

| request the wholehearted cooperation of every family in
this important task. Please provide the required details to your
respective Area Prayer Convenors at the earliest opportunity so
that the updated directory can be prepared systematically.

| understand that some members may be hesitant to
provide their year of birth. However, this information is required
for administrative purposes and for the proper classification of
our parish records. Please be assured that the year of birth will
not be displayed in the directory alongside the member’s name; it
will be collected for internal record-keeping purposes only.

Accurate parish records help us maintain effective
communication, pastoral care and responsible administration. They
also enable us to serve our members more efficiently and
strengthen our sense of belonging to one parish family.

| therefore earnestly request everyone to cooperate with
the Area Prayer Convenors and provide the necessary information
promptly. Let us approach this task with a spirit of mutual trust,
transparency and shared responsibility.

Walking Together in Faith and Fellowship

As a faith community, we are reminded that the Church is
called to remember faithfully, teach diligently, give thanks joyfully,
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and hope expectantly. We honour the saints by following their
example, nurture children by teaching and practising the faith,
celebrate the harvest by sharing our blessings, and prepare for
Advent by renewing our relationship with Christ.

These observances also remind us that our life as a Church
is built upon fellowship, mutual care and a shared commitment to
God's mission. Let us continue to work together in unity, reaching
out to the vulnerable, encouraging the young, supporting families
and proclaiming the Gospel through both word and deed.

As we move towards the close of another year, let us look
back with gratitude, live in the present with faithfulness, and look
forward with hope. The God who has sustained us thus far will
continue to guide us in the days ahead.

May the Lord bless our parish, strengthen every ministry,
guide our children and young people, comfort those who are
struggling, and make us a community that reflects the love, grace,
and compassion of Jesus Christ.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures
forever.” (Psalm 107:1)

With prayers and blessings,
Thomas Paikad
Vicar
Reformation day 2026
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NOVEMBER 2026 TIDINGS
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ROSTER FOR READING LESSON

Date First Lesson Second Lesson
08-11-2026 | Prof. Dr. Babu Zachariah Mrs. Geetha Philip
15-11-2026 Girl Child Sunday

22-11-2026 Young Family Sunday
29-11-2026 | Mr. Binu Joseph | Mrs. Jessy John
06-12-2026 Harvest Festival Sunday

Date First Lesson Second Lesson
08-11-2026 | Mr. D Soman John Mrs. Emily Thomas
15-11-2026 Girl Child Sunday

22-11-2026 Young Family Sunday
29-11-2026 | Mr. Jacob Thomas | Mrs. Feba Paul
06-12-2026 Harvest Festival Sunday
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